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OHN, 


Lord! Biſhop of Oifing." 


My Lark | 
FI \1S nt m — of. 
my: CO to 
Tou, though'[ 
how with! grateful - Ackuow- ' 
ledgments'; "tis not an. 'Tegard- 
of Tour. late moſt deſerved. 4d> 
vancement,. though \1beartuly 


A 3 rejoyce 


 TheEpiltle Dedicatory. 

| rejpupceatit: Tis m 7 
of Tour intrinſic Goodneſs, that 
this Dedication begs Tour ac- 
ceptance, and humbly offers it 
ſelf to Tou. Before Lord- 

ip and Paternity were ad- 
ded to Your Honourable Titles, 
Tou was zntiiled tothes Book ; 
Your Degmtzes being dignified 
by Tou : I confudered not their 
. emmenucy, but the emumency of 
aur Vertae and Piety.l know, 
My.Lora, that Tu aim\-.at a 
better Reward than this World 
can grve 3" but that a great 
Light fet on a bigh place can- 
aot be bid from the EJS of 
I IR "0 3) Men 


The Epiltle Devdicatory.. \ 
Men, Angels alone ſhould're- | 
joyce in the brightne[s of Tours: 
Tou ſrun Praiſe as much. as 
Ru deſerve it «Von netther de- 
l fire nor \want any thing of 
Fame. But, My Lord, : 
- wanted a Living Example of 
- a. [mcere and uevaut lover of 
; Feſus to exemplifie; my Duſ- 
' Courſe ; and'though.( Gol be 
praiſed )many more might be 
* found mm this Church, | yet Tow 


| are one of the faireſt and moſt 
| 


attraftrve ; nſomuch |  that- 
though it be eafier to'writetbax 
to do well ; yet a better. Pat-- 
 ternof a Religious Life might _ 

(2, F 4 "oo 
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"This E pile Dedicarory. 


be drawn from Your Aftions, 
than "from my Derettions, My. 
«Sh Fora,” 'F have . ſs chuſe” to 
Þ fear that 1 have indulged my 
Genttts too ' far 5 and perhaps 
fome will think that 1 would 
huve \Godlmeſs to-be Shorn, 
and Devotion a Rechiſe: Froek 
the WiMd *'whith is far from 
my thoughts or de ſrres : T houg h 
E 7 | muſ confe[s, that at ft I 
*. tntended a much different and 
leſs defefive Treat: i! 2 on this 
Jo pood \'a' '\Subjeft,; 'bad- tot 
ther nectſſa ary Reps as well 
as abilities been *wanting. 


However at the. beſt'l could 
have 


. % " 
The Epiftle IDedicatory” _, 
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have added nothing. to ſuch. ; 


Perſons as Tour Lordſhip The 
Holy Flames of Drove Love 


that burn in Your Heatt, bave © | 


too auch light and fervency ta 
have. recerved - any .. mcreaſe 
from me 5 and. therefore I have 
not aimed. at any thing higher 
than only to ajſiſÞ the Weaky 
and fix the | nconfider ate. But, 
My Lord, though T camot int 
the leaſt prof You by this my 
poor labour, yet its being own- 
ed by You may greatly promote 
my defugn. Your much Ho- 
noured Name will no only cre- 
art and-recommend myBookybut 


alſo 


| alſo promate"'its deſwn of win- 

wing affettimiate Servants and 
Lovers to Jeſus. This I know 
You will rejoyce to do. Where- 
fore mm preſenting my 'Book to 
Your Lordſhip, 1 humbly beg 
Your Bleſſms on it and uts 
Author, Who is with due reſ- 
pet? and affetion, 


Your Lordſhips moſt dutiful 


and moſt humble Servant, 


1 


THE 


PREFACE | 


Is probable that they; 
who theſe many years,  * 
have cried out Poperyy | 
(till they made way for” + 
it to come) upon-every thing they * 
liked or underſtood not, will ftart> 7 
and think that their fears are come” 
uponthem, at the ſight of the firſt: 
Ticlte-page ; and poſlibly our Lays- 
0 Abbots will alfo be frighted-at it, -. 
| as though the diſpoſleſt Caonobites-- 
* were coming again to layclaim to---; 
their old Manſions and fat Indow- 
ments. For,my part, 1 wiſh thac” 
"irs may -be-bur, pannic Terrors : - 
©Fper withal, 1 wiſh -they might fo - 
| far affcct them, as-to make the firſt 
have-- 


I Fl Ti he Preface. 
- _havea greater value for that Refor- 
- med—-ſetigion, -andq purer Worſhip, 
"which then they would certainly 
loſe; andthelaſt pay Tithes Conſci- 
+ ., entiouſly out of thoſe Eſtates, which 
then they wouldbe forced ta reſign. 
And yelT may, and doaſſurethem, 
that if chey will read, not only the 
> Pitle but the Book alſo, it will cer- 
" fainly curethem of their Fears, if 
tf 'works 'no better change upon 
_ them: For its deſign is.not to alter 
theeftabhſhed Rel:gion, but to make 
Vs 'more devour and'fincere in the 
profefſior} thereof; nor yer to in- 
Fich any Perſons with temporal E- 
Mates, but ro9'make us garber Trea- 
| ſarts in Heavey, and (et our affe#i- 
| _ "ons 0nthinss above. - 
© Thatrhe Age welivein, is great 
Ty deprived; 'is'no obſervationge 
Mine; there are almoſt as mai 
thar' complain of it,'as there A 
thar'contcibute to the increaſing 
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its wickedneſs,” 'Tis in every mans 


l V 


—_ 


— 


Ss 


<— 2 
—_— 4 7 Id > 
C th 


Moujthi, that Vertue bein 


ries, makes it how impudent; ' as 


wards, that they ought not 7d 'rot< 


"* worſe, 
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avs] 
cd,” Vice is eotntechitaend 7 hd 
that the numerouſneſs of:its Vota- 


well | as faſhionable ; rherefore 1 it 
ſhould be no difficult matter, to 

perſivade' thofe thathave Gowns $1 6. 
of Religion, or longitig afteritsre- 


forms ' themſelves to this preſent evil 
world, but chuſe a better <4 oth to 
live by. And the truth is; it matters 
not much whether theſe be worfe 
rhan the former times; forthe way 
to Life hath all along been. 

and narrow; andFfouind and follows. ; 
ed but"by few: "as that rodefirutis | 
on wide and f pacious, and yer crow- 
ded by'the many.” Good Men have 
{ways lived in a perverſe and or6 
cAbgeneration ; Sothatif irben 

as Lhathever been, thofe on 
mer into Life muſt follow r 

ath; thou h they reg er 
Pellow-reavgl s;\-and 4f-it” be 


".” 


The Preface: 
worſe, they muſt walk with the 
greater care and warineſs. How- ' 
ever it be, the difference muſt needs 
be very great betwixt the Lives and. 
Works of thoſe, whoſe rewardand 
condition wiltbe fo yaſtly different 
atlaſt. And therefore whoever will 
go-to'Heaven, had need keep at a 
great diſtance from that world.which- 
lieth in wickedneſs, and take a much 
contrary.courſe, tothoſe wany who- 
go to deſtruction. 

But how then *? Muſt weretire 
into Thebais, with the Fathers of the 
Deſert? Muſt we confine our ſelves. 
to the ſolitude of a Monaſtich Cell? 
Or ſhall we. become Quakers, and 

ofeſs the ſullenneſs of Melancho- 

y Fanatics? Why, truly in Popiſh- 
Countries, the Gloiſter hath ingra{f- 
ſed the Name of Religion, and the 

that-would be, or be thaught 
devout: beyond others, do uſtal 
put on a Friers- Hood, andimbrace - 
the Rule of forme Religions Order : - 
And-. 
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And amongſt us, Puriraniſn hath | 
vſurped the Name of Gedlineſs; and + 


ſome who, in truth or in pretence, 
abhor lonſneſs, or. are rechimed 
froma vicious Life, will coo often 
forſake not -the World, but the 
Church,z as it were to preſerve the 
ſtritneſs ofa ſeverer vertue, inthe 
Society ofa SeparatedBrotherhogd. 
'Tis-not to.be doubted, but that 
long before S. Azgaſftine, andeven 
from the beginnipg, there hath been 
Civitas Dei, & Civitas Mundi; Chil- 


dren of light, .and Children of this 
world: Or-to. uſe the modern di> * 


ſtinRions,: zhe Gedly:and the Wides, 


Regniar and Secular Perſons: Nor 4 


' becauſeſome:bave made new Vows, 
wore diſtinct Habits, .or choſen new 
Guides, and ſeparated from .the 
Church z but becauſe. ſame_ have 

wed, after the Fleſe, ſorne ajrer the 
> ax that is, ſome have followed 
Gods revealed Wil, ſome only:thei 


ewniz ſome haye obeyed the. Pre- » 


of 


F. 


4 
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The \Prefare. 
F ceprs of Chriſt, and'toomanytheir 
T own Lufts and Hyumors. However, 
+ I would not make any exprobra- 
tions againſt either Monks or Schiſ- 
matics by diſobliging trarhs; rather 
commend what is praiſe-worthy in 
rhem ; becauſe I would have;' and 
'T1s every Chriſtians duty; to bere- 
ally devout, mortified and preciſe, 
without entring the Cloiſter or the 
Conventicle. raSaghs 
| _ © For indeedT am ſomewhat jea- 
| - Tous, and nor withoutreaſon, that 
the ingaging men'to be Religions 
and Vertuous, by other confidera- 
rioby befides their Chriſtian'duty, 
hath done 'ſome prejudicetoReh- 
'Sion ;_ becauſe now there be! ſome 
thar fanſic -———- and ' Con- 
rempt of the World'to belong onl 
JoErens and-others, 'that 0b. 
Raih, ſpin Swearing and Drunkew 
2p pontybegare of @ Puricary', 
> Whereas Chriſtianity binds theſe 
> duricsonallits Profeſlors, andeve 
© i 2s | ry 
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iy one, by" his Bapriſmal Yow wy 
bound to perform them; h 
he Ydotfi not ſubmir' bimſe to'1 

x leg ''S. Fe gps? or r the di 


” i» 
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WR Jens 4 5 Are 1Y4e, who- 
forwty' things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are jaff, whatſoever things are © 
wely, © 


pure, whatſotyer things are | 
whitſoever thinrs are of good. om 2 
If there be un verime, » if there co” q 

profes think on theſe rhings, 3 


he”Apoſtle, they are all parts 'of 
oy duty. ' Whatever is goodin it | * 
ſelf, or any ways a means fo make 
us good, is commanded or recom- 
mended in Holy Scripture, 1s cor 
tained inthe Chriſtian Rule:Where 
fore I ſay, the Chriſtian Profeſſor 


deſigning to atrain higher ich of 
oPhoſineſs, the higheſt pir | 
iſttan perfection at 
life, needs not ſeparate from ; 
- the Church, nor make new Vows, 
nor wear diſtinct Habits, but only- 7 
vr 444: 157 3; | © mind 


' The Preface. 


|. Wind -ſerioufly, and ſincerely dif- 
charge the Obligations which he 
lies under, in being a Diſciple, and 

a Servant of the Holy LESUS. 
My deſign my is not my 
| cloiſter particular 
Fara Perſons , but. to 
vere, -ue qui mune Make 2 large Mo- 
ſoli Religiofi vo- naſtery of ._the 
cantur, parum Re- whole Common= 


ligiof  viderencur. wealth, at leaſt £0 


make every Family a School of 
Vertue and Piety, and every: man 


an Fſcetich and ſtrict Liver; wiſhing 
heartily with Eraſmas, that they 
who hitherto have been called Pre- 
ciſe and Religious by way of appro- 
Þriation, might juſtly loſe that 
name, by the more exemplary lives 
of all other-Chriſtians. 
. Burtthough.it be my wiſh, it is 
not/my hope in the leaſt, tofee any 
ſuch thing come to paſs, by means 
of this little Volume. Many much 
bigger .and better have not been 
able to effect it, They that will not 
heavy 


The \Prefact. 


hear Moſes and the 'Prophets, 
nay, Chriſt the Lord himſelf, wilt. 
he: far enough from being, perſma- 
det by. the meaneſt of -his. Ser-- 
vants ::Agd here the- Text -it 
ſelf is not regardedsino, Comment 
can ſignifie much, 1. amean, .thar 
if the, Holy Refigion-we owng be 
not [able:to reform-our . Lives; if 
the: Goſpel which: is; preached and 
profeſſed in purity, -doth not make 
uholy, 'tis in-vain-4@.exped any 
. other. Inftruments-fhould prevail. 
Butyerour endeavours ought nat 
to be wanting, it, may not be in 
vain to diverſifie Chriſtian Inftru- 
Rions,; ſeveral ways of perſwaſion 
may alfe(t ſeveral perſons .z and 
perhaps that which today 'is ſligh- 
ted, will to' Morrow-make a deep 
impreſſion. -However 'it is more 
or-leſs the duty of every one of 
us, with great Se. Paul to: ity all 
means that by any means We! may 
ſave ſome; at leaſt that we may 

| __ ſave 
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The Prefite, 
FE ſclves; thatif thoſe Argu- 
rs which'we'think' moſt forci- 
ble Cangdt convinet others; they' 
may at leaſt move-us to'take the 
beret” heed; ther! "after © wi have 
Preathed to ud wo our  ſelvds 'be 
nod c ays. 
- Now 'to this end (having obſer= 
ved how much in” all cafes, imien 
will do and ſuffer for Love) Thave 
thought nothing would more! con- 
duve,than to make aChriſtianlove 
with a fincere "and devour 
affection ;' a devour' Love-being 
undoubredly not only the beſt 
part, butalſo the beſt- inſtrument 
of true Religion; an irreconcileas; - 
ble enemy to Sing 'a Friend, or 
rather a Nurſe to-ai]- holy Verturs. 
nricement could have. drawn 
nt Magdalen 'to any' of her 
wy ins, whilſt in: the fervency 
of her love, ſhe waſhed her Savi- 
ours feet with her 'tears: And 'tis 
woos ni by- experience, that when: 
Reading, 
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Medizagion, .the, light of 
Pat Eine. art, Boar, we 
NA 

a Religious . temper, —Þ 
ill be chen? fo-far.fr 

that..;irhey, rt .not.fo Fe 
appear. before him. when # 7 
returns t9+ mind. Earchly . things, 
and;hath his. Thaughcs, taken; 


again w ith phe, Fol = Fs £ 5 
Pots ite, he. hnds, .thar., by 
es propor T FRI F 

fa 
- becomes Gaga, he grows inde- 
YOut again., 


Math is the - 


Roo 


geen, wif the 


nd Ae "of | {Divine ; pes Tg. 
the, g in ur Breaſts, ir would be 
> Mott powerful and. beſt Inſtru- 
pent. of Holy living z it woul 
ake Self-denial and .che Yoke” 
aCt M Fas» ir yould, make ak 
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The: Preface, 

of Vertue and Religion pleaſant ; 
and it would mitke” us deliphte- in 

mg God, as' much as'we' nR- 
rurally: doin pteaſing our: ſeſves, 
Therefore] have madeir.my aim 
anddefign in the following Pages, 
to ſeize upon 'the Aﬀections ;- to 
inkindle in the hearts of Chriſtians, 
the heavenly flames of rhe Love 
of God. Tothat end,I haye repre- 
ſetreti the more general benefirs of 
God' tro Mankind, and eſpecially 
that of Redemprion, bythe great- 


eft demonſtration off Love: that e- 
ver was given, the -Death of the 


| ry 7eſms ; which, if duly con- 
Wy would' be! an” irrefiftible 
”woriverolove him: 1 have flew 
6d the power, the 'pteaſure, ati 
- the great advantages of Loy 
and I have uſed devout Meditar 
ons and Ejaculations, as it wefet 
tranſporr- -our Souls to Heaven 
Love, [for'to adore that God, | 
whom Love' brought down' 


thence 


**. 
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thence to ſave us. Tis certain, 
ha moſt ofthem that perifh, pe- | 
rilh for want of Conſideration, att ® 
I haveheard dying men wonderat / 
h gopnl Ives, how they coult be fo = 


Iipid, as not to mind choſe, things 


which are of an infinite” concern, "3 
and ſhould rather rake np'afl our © 
choughts and” our cares, thiln be 
negle&ted or* forgot one only*mb- 
ment: 1ſracl doth not underfland, my © 
doth not confider, Wai. '3. 
Love may be ſaid to be* that 
Fire which God would” have al- ' 


'waystoburnupon his' Altar, Lev. 


6/5 


6, 12. thatis, in our hearts, whicty 
are his Temple, whete- the Sacri= 
fices of good bebicke Bom the In- «7 
gnſe of Devotion ſhould always 
to him : 'Now that ſa- 


muſt have Fewel to en-':.* : | 


it ; it muſt be nouriſhed by 


reading good Books, and ef pecia tally Fl 
Þy frequent and pious Medirationd 3s | 


| /Þ 45« 
"Is. Log dhe 
herefore I hayc endeayoured, 'as* 
* - "WM 
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- muchas 1 could, Re oh 
þ "Flames, by txprc 4 
: Late 4 ff monld þ have. every. 
an, ſeriouſly and. often. x9 
Foe, what 'God.1is, . ehat.. 
done,, whart .-he doth,-an 


4 ME will do for us, if ye $14 


fincer dy.: : As Alſo, what we 


5 info, Jai 
| St jon is the 
Y mh | incondderaion It is not pol" 
&blc (Wren fog. reſiſt the Fn 
hey Wale pes 


'F Et EE nt 
b, * Bueh C few is there that. 
entiyely_ . their gre 
FAgvc.God? bow few that i 
- goo xr how much it is: their. 
vie Antereſt. to. laye hin, þ 
. who, isinfanirely lovely [ 


progeny ed | oft 
A as caddy ſpend, andtbe 
iro? ſpent, and been 1 

howobt the more 

eh I be Ou! Gar 


avery ſad and - general 
mong ſt us Chriſtians, in theſe worſt 
of times : And 1 tags 
op "6 t 
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The Preface," 
= evenamongſt them rhachope 
Heaven, the Major;part go: no 
eher in their Love, than only 
to. defire Pardon . and; Salvation 
without ſeckitg-to make any-re: 
curns ſuitable to- thoſe .undeferved 
and incomprehenſible Mercies. A 
gainft. ſo. much Stupidity and In- 
gratitude, Fhayz oppoſed the fol- 
lowing reatiſe/ of, Divine Love, 
or. the Love of f E- SV Sz. which 1 
pewill help. to rekindle, or. at 
lea POP: the holy Fire -in ſortie 
Chriſtian Souls, by the Argument 
it (elf, if by-96. other . means. Whilſt 


my. Read fixerh his\ Mind on this * 


moſt excellehr and delightfut $ub- 
ject, his own Thoughts will im- 


prove my Conſiderations, and ma- , 


y. better may. be fuggeſted..to 
oa Ard if any ways | can/ecea- 
hon his. iritual advantages and 
the;glory . of my;bl. fled | Lord, 1 


have attained my aim. And now. 


have. no.,mftore; ro ſay by way of 
| Preface, 


y—_ —_ bet. — ” %Y _— A——— 


The Preface. 
Preface, but that if I have begn fo - 
unhappy as to write anything 
contrary to the Doctrine of the 
Church ;I difown and retract it be- 
fore hand, and would blot. it out 
with my Blood. As for particular 
Perſons, who may find fault. with 
any thing herein, I defire them to 
paſs it by. It matters not much, 
if they like not every Paſlage and + 
nr 15mmwnacF : If they do bur follow 
Tnaithey Judge to be good, and 
approve my defign, and love 7e- 
ſw with alk cheir Hearts; it witl be 
enough for their profit and «tb: fa- 
tisfaCction, 


He that loutn#h not , knows not God ; 
for God is Lowe, I John 4. 9. 
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IESUS. 


a ye 


The Introdniton.” 


'T were as caſte to find- oat the bor- 
tomleſs depth of the 'inexhauſtible 


- Fountain of the Divine Bounty,” as * 


onftration as'much © 


» cell the Streams which run from 

-' Gods mercies are over all his 
, oft all things that are-made, 'are ' 
f his Goodneſs, ' 


as of his Being. I will not therefore under- : 
eake to number what 1s innumerable, or to 


expreſs what we cannot.ſo muchas compre-- 
B 


hend; 
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hend ; but only inſiſt briefly upon ſome of 
the. moſt general. benefits of God to Man- 
kind, and 1n the repreſenting of them, en- 
deavour to make us read our duty, and'to 
enflame our heares with Love. | 


—_ 


CHAP. 


Of - the general Benefits of God to Mankind, 
and firſt of Creation, 


T is God that hath made tis and not we our 

ſelves, we owe him our very being; bins 
hands have made and ſafbioned me ; (faith Da- 
vid) thine eyes did ſee my ſubſtance being yet 
imperſe, and in thy bogk were all my mem- 
bers written, Pſal. 119: 73. Let us (ay there- 
fore with che ſame Propher, I will praiſe 
tbee , for I am ſearfully and wonderfully made, 
Pſal. 134+ 16. and let us with- him, fall 
dawn and kneel before. the Lord our Maker. 
'. You know that by the Laws of God and of 
all Nations, there is an indif} le obli- 
gation upon all Children-to love. and ho- 
 nour their. Parents, becauſe they. broughe 
them into the world : Now certainly the 
obligation doubles upon every man, 1a re- 
ipeR to his Father which is in Heaven ; for 


our natural Parents were but ſecond cauſes 
under him, his own power it was that for- _. 


* med 


We 


OG, ek os. oe aa aA GS aa a= 


AS MS. os. 
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{| med and.created us ;'they. eagendeed/'our 


mortal Bodies only, he is the Facher of Spi=,- 
rits, he himſelf gave Being to our ammors, : 
tal Souls.”  Theiefore. let eyery: Han 
to his Maker thoſe duties, he would c | 
from his Child: _1f 1 am 4. Faber ((laith.. 
God) where is mine bonour ? Mal. 1. 6. 1f 
from our Heavenly Father we have receiv= 
ed-our life and being, let us pay char re- 
ſpeR, and leve and obedience to him, which 
thereby are become his due, _ of 
But. there is yet more 40 this; Creation 
15 not a tranſient aQ;. the ſame power chat. 
once gave us our being, doth till exert. ic , 
ſe|f in the continuation thereof, When a: 
Child 'is born, he ſubſifts by himſelf, his. 
Parents need not take any Care, that he re- 
turn not to his priſtine condition : bur we 
have the ſame dependance upon God in our... 
preſervation, - as we had 1n.0ur creation; . 
ſhould he wichdraw his Al hand, we... 
ſhould return to our firſt nothing; In bm : 
we tive and move and bave our being : There-.. 
fore we are the more bound to ſerve and, 
love him, that he not only made us _to.be, 


but gives us, as it were, a new Bei : 
moment, by continuing our life- and dura- 
tion by chat Almighty will, whereby he. 
effeted our firſt produion:..___, - 

Now 'if we. conſider furthers. rot only: , 
that Gol made us, "yu: what he made” us, . 


2 7. 
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1t-will yet-enforte thoſe bonds of duty 
which Creation tied upon us. For1t was 
10” our Makers power,* either to make ns 
vile ar abj*& as the vileſt of Beaſts, or to 
deny us thoſe” faculties and abilities which 
are moſt honourable and moſt uſeful to our 
Nature: But' he made us Men, the moft 
wonderful of his Creatures ! In us he joy- 
ned what Heaven and Earth had moſt excel- 
Jenr, ah {mmortal Spirit, created-afrer his 
Hoa: with the moft elaborated, the oft 
perfe&t of material things. Take-a view 
of the maryeltous Organsof thy Sences;' of 
the curious contrivanee of thoſe joynts and 
ligaments which" unite thy ſeveral M:m- 
bers, of thof=-various and delicate Chan- 
nels which contiin thy Blood and $pitits ; 
in a word, of all the parts and paſſions of 
thy Body,” which are al made for necefity 
and comlineſ$ ;. 20d then admice the greac 
-goodnefs, as well 2s wiſdom of thy Ciez- 
cor; 2nd ſay with the Pſalmiff, that thou 
art ſetrfully and wonderfully made, and that 
-Gods wot ks are very maroe!lous, 

" Aﬀter this let thy thoughts dive deeper, 
and conſider thine interior ſenſes ;_ the 
miſterions union of 'thy Soul and Body, 
wich the beauty of that Divine Lighc 
which we call' Reaſon; thy Will, thine 
Underſtanding, phichare the faculties of 
thy prectous'Soul, which 1s not only _ 

ohh ; 


/ 
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ted after Gods Image, but is-capable- 2nd 


5 


defirous to enjoy him :- and then ſee. how 
numerous, or rather. innumerable are. the 


benefits which God hath beſtowed u 
in our Creat{on, and.how juft itis-t 


oe 


ſhould ghrifie God, in our , Body and in 0ur 


Spirite, which dre: Gods. 


_—OOO 2 1 


C.H'A P. Il 


How much we are obliged 'to God for our 


JIRA 
\£ .ced 3a. b« 
and well defer 


of our 


Preſervation. 


's next to be_conkide- 
och. of mem CHLenE: 
deſerving that rank the Church 
hath placed ir-1n, 1n making it the. 
daily Thaokſgiviog ; 

the impen 


for. every 


pur, of 
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-- md that all Creatures conſpire our vexa- 
tion and ruſne. God had no ſooner broke 
the Inclofure, but Afiiftions crowded in | 
ſo faſt 'upon that happy Man, that in. a 
ſhore'time 'there remajned nothing of his 
former profverity, but a bare and bitter 
remembrance, to make the ſenſe of his pre- | 
ſent Miſery more grievous. - There is no 
Min but is expoſed to all the greateſt Ca- | 
lamitics that ever befel any of the Sons of 
Adam ; and there is none able by his own 
power, to defend himſelf againft the "leaft 
of them. Fortune and Accidents ſport 
themſelves (if I may ſo ſpeak) with our 
- Goods and 'Effates; Moths fret our Gar- 
-ments, *Ruft cankers our Mettals, Thieves 
break through and ſteal our Riches, or elſe 
they make to themſelors wings and fly away. 
*Befides their owncorruptibility, which of 
_ it elf would conſume them, they are ex- 
- poſed to fo many hazards, that 'it would 
be as impertinent, 'as 'tis- impoſſible to 
-Himber all the ways and means, whereby 
"Men are *MiQed with Loſſes, and brought 
"to Poverty: Only' from- hence we 'may 
"JaRtly infer, chat the' fame God who giver 
* #4 alt earthly things richly to enjoy, muſt alſo 
ſecure” them in/ our poſſ-flion, or elſe we 
' certainly loſe them. 
"If we look on our ſelves, we ſhall like 
"the Prophet's Man in Dothan, 2 ——_ 
ce 
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ſee armed Enemies on all fides of us ; our ' 
Spiritual Enemies are many, ftrong,and full 
of rage and malice; and yet we have no 
defence againſt them ; but that God makes 
his Heavenly Hoft to wait on our ſafety, 
intanips his'Angels about us, to be an in- 
viſible Guard againſt our inviſible Enemies; 
and not only ſo, but to ſecure us alſo from 
thouſands of ſudden and ſad Accidents, 
which might every moment befall us. All. 
Creatures are now furniſhed with a fting, 
wherewith they may either vex or kill us. 
The Elements and all compounded Bodies, 
the Air we breath, and the Food that nou- 
riſheth us; all things in- Natur?, and* all 
things in Chance, ' may become” our Tor- 
mentors or Murtherers. ' Nay, wE'carry 
Swords and Daggers in our own Boſoms ; 
we have within our ſelves the matter of 
all ſores of Diſtempers ; not one Joynt in 
our Bodies but may be aflifted with the 
Gout ; not one Humour, but may over- 
flow its Banks, and "quench the Jight of 
Reaſon, or the fire' of -Life ; -not one Pore 
or Part within or without, but may unex- 
peRedly ar all times, 'and inall-places, be- 
inthe widR of fo ety and gene ane 

n the midſt of fo and great 
1t were impoſſible for An to Boa one mo- 
ment, but that God defends 1s under bis wings, 
andkeeps ws ſafe _ bis feathers, Pſal. yo. 
4 as 
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as the 2/almiſt ſpeaks, and {o the Bleſſiagy 
of Immunity, which moſt Men flight:or 
overlook, are never enough to;be.acknow- 
Jedged, hut deſerve the Than ks.of a whole 
Life. | We, dwel{ under the d *E of the Moſt 
High, and abide under the ſhadow of the Al- 
mighty - therefore les. us (et our kv mpon bim 
and. glerific him. | 


—_ 


CHAP. HI 


of the Poſitive Bieſirge of. thit Life. 


HE Poſitive Bleſſings of ghis Lifo, 

21e now to be-expoled to view-; but 
of-chem I may uſe the wards of the Pſal- 
miſt, If I would. reckon and "ſpeak of them, 
they-are more in number than can be numbred, 
Pſ4l 40+ -Health, and-Screngeth, and Com- 
line, ; with Induſtry ,and -Learaing, are 
| ſhared-among/t 2008 of -Men- 41a ſeveral 
Proportions z- and {o are. gogd Friends.and 


"go0d-Name, Peace and Pl 
AOF-PNe Fhpſe : might we finyes 


-partien: for oX Map, for; eaohy ; within -it 
fſelf- contains-many rich 10S For 
ſiogs;: yet oftentimes Ged whites all or moſt 
obahoſe togethe ogether, to crown 14 with Loving- 
| ra ,Mercies,.Plal. 103. - The 
aky of es; and. the Werks.of 


Provi- 


[ 


Providence are not more numerous, than 

the graces and"gifts'of 'God' ro Mankint 
any one that ſhould: ſeri medicate up6a 
this: Subjeft, would find it myltiply and 
increaſe almoſt to  immenſity, and would 
be' farced to break off 'with the Exclama- 
tion of David; 'Lord, what is man, that tha 
art'mindful of him, .and 1be Son of man, that 
thou" ſo regardeft bim ? Pſal. 8, 4. God renews 
his 'Mercies/to us &very day together with 
out Lives; every hour -we- eat 'of the fameſs 
of his Houſe, and drink of the River of his 
pleaſure, Plal. 36. and receive the ſweet 
emanations that flow continually from te * 

Fountain of Life. | 
Bur of thoſe Benefices which  God- pours 
open hands' upon us, how many are there 
that paſs unregarded ! we uſually mind, 
not what we receive, bur what we deftre. 
LetHeaven rain Manna never ſo thick upon 
us, if we wiſh for Quafls, Angels food ſhall 
2 unſavory,' and perhaps diftaſttul. They 
Mt long for great and well covered Ta- 
bivs, find no r<lifh in their daily Bread. ; 
they that purſue afrer Wealth, look not. 
on the Bleſſings of Competency ; they that 
aſpire to Honour, receive Health, Food 
and Raimenr, rather, with 2 diſdainful An» - 
ger, than wich Thanktulnel(s ; all the Fa= * 
yours we receive from God, are unobſer- 
ved-or flighted, ſo long as he doth*not 
B 5-- gratifie 


LN 
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tifis our. humor wich what we defire, 
Jad ve thoſe gifts whereof we are moſt 
, are ſoon laid in oblivion; an 
hours. pain will cauſe many longer = 
ſures to be forgotten; -and if God ſends 
evilupon us only for one day, it makes us 
forget the many good things, which we 
for many years received from him. This I 
ſay, becauſe many Meos uafatiableneſs and 
ingratitude makes them overlook moſt of 
Gad's. Bleſſings , deſpiſe what they have, 
and value,only what they have -not z and 
ſo.murmur and complain when they ſhould 
give thanks. Buc whoever ſhall diligently 
obſerve all the gracious diftributions of 
that God, who always giveth to all Men, : 
being debtor to none ; all the ſupplics and 
comforts we. receive from him, will hear- 
tily. ay with the Pſalmiſt, O love the Lord 
ell ye his Saints ;. and, O that men would © 
#herefore praiſe the Lord, for bis guodneſs, and * 
declare the wonders that he doth for the Chil» © 
ou of on 5; Foy Bore prod 4 
$ tion of the People, praiſe 
ia abt Seas of the Elders, Pſal. 31. 107. .. 


The-Love. of Jeſus, . nx 
. s Gi, : | 
CHAP. Iv. 


What returns we ſhould make for Tem< © 
poral Bleſſinge. 


Hoſe Benefit we have hitherto men- 

. tioned; ' we receive as we are Men, 
20d that; froto the free goodnefs of -our 
gracious God; We are his People and the Sheep 
of bis Paſture ; we are, and we have no» 
thing that is good, but ie.comes from him; 
he made us, he preſerves us, and he pro- ' 
vides for us; therefore, © go your way into 
his gates with thank(giving,end into his Courts 
with #raiſe, be thankful" unto" bim and \ſpeck 
good of his name. It was Jacob's Vow,” that 
it God would keep him, and give him Food 
and Raiment, whilſt he ſojourned in Hare 
then the Lord ſhould be bis God : Now 'whiht 
.Was his Vow, ſhould be our reſolatiaff and 
pratice ; God feeds, 'and cloths,” and des 
fends us, therefore he otight to be our God; 
That is, we ought to own” him for ſuch by 
faithful ſervice and-hearty obedience Theres 
fore, 1. Leeus pay our bounteous Bene- 
far the juſt ant} eaſi2” Tribine of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, for our Creation Preſert 
vation, and all the Bleflirgs of this Life. '25 
Let-us ſet apart daily ſom= of that time -- 
whetthe gives us, for aGis of Worſhip'and 
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Religion. 3.4Zft ue honour the Lord with our 
ſubſtance, either in ſecret Charities or = 
lick.Offrings, ,paying him an acknowledg- 
ment, that he1s our Land-lord ; and laſtly, 
let us apply our felves to obſerve his Law:, 
todo what pleaſeth him ;- becauſe we are 
not-gur us we owe ourlelves to him, we 
a Ws gave.41s Our Belge .Theſe are 
ot natural\Religion, them we owe 
to God, 2s he i is our Creator and Benefator, | 


— _— —— 


— 
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Of- the: Mercier of Redemption, - and firſt, « 
conſideration of the infinite Miſeries we 
were redeemed from. 


Ow are to be conſidered the benefits 
we receive from God,as we are Sin- 
ans the, Mercies of our Redemption ; 
how God our.Creator is become Jeſug, dur 
Saviour ; how aſter having | giveg us many 
goog things, he at laſt gave himſelf for. us. 
that we may the better underſtand the - 
greatneſs of this unſpeakable and Divine 
Mere, let our Meditation deſcend a while - 
18to that bottomleſs Gu Guiph of pereicdan, 
— apr we were plung by Nature, God 
the center of reſt and that infinit good 
. alo0 can make us happy + | being "4 | 
0 


10 Ld Jeſs?" 24 
ſo holy, alt er ri and juft, of -. 
1 


er. Eyes than to behold "Iniquiry 2 
ur : | 
thence clearly follows, That that joy and 


comfort of Communion. with God, w 
is the life and the felicity of rational Crea- 
tures, muſt be annex'd to the imication and 
reſemblance'ot his goodneſs; and that Mon. 
by being evil,” by contrariety of naruge, 
muſt forfeit the favour of God and the ſenſe 
of his love, and thereby cutting themſelyes 
off from haviog communication with the 
fountain. of. blifs, muſt become altogether 
miſerable. | 
This being the caſe of all Men; who by - 
nature, by .their  depravedneſs were the 
Children of Wrath ; enflayed to'vile luſts, 
diſtraQted by.yoruly paſlianys allennrga from 
God and,Goodneſs, fo ſinful, fo wretched, 
chat if left co themſelves, they cannor 
fink into Perdition ; that bottomleſs” gy 
of Perdiczon, -which is reprefented by: 3 - 
Fire that ſhall-not be quenched, a"Worm 


that, never dics,a-State of horror and dafke. - - | 
neſs where there, is weeping and tne 
of teeth, where anguiſh and deſpair make -. - 


their condition hopelels-and remedyleſs tg - - 
all Ecernity. O deat word, to-all Beer. | 
nity / without inte n, without en 
that afcer Thouſand and Millions of Ya 
ſtill their Miſeries are as far from any pro- 
ſpeR or expeRarion of coming to an end, 
Is: 
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W_ were. the firſt day... Plunge thy. 
olghts a while into that Abyls of Per- 
dition and unſpeakable Sorrow, and” the 
more dreadful and intollerable it appears, 
the more thou ſhale be excited to bleſs one 
Mercy, which hath found out a way moſt 
gracious'.and moſt wonderful, by ſubſti- 
- Euting in =y place a viRtim of infiolfe 
Diguity, iafinite Merit, to- ſave thee 
fromthe Puniſhments, which by Sovereign 
Juſtice is due to vile and guilty Criminals; 
and by a ſanRifying Grace renewing thy 
natare, and ſubduing thy corruptions, to 
turn and recal thee from thoſe Iniquities 
which made thee polluted and miſerable 
and to reconcile thee to God, in whoſe fa- 
vour thou mayeſt have Life and Happineſs, 
The aftoniſhing Grace and Metcy of Go- 
ſpel Redemption, is beſt underſtood by 
vw prvecy whence we were redeemed ; 
that loving-Kindneſs of God our Sa- 
viour towards Me, in ſending down from 
Heaven his blefſed Son, to ſave them from 
their Sins, and from the Wrath to come; 
3 moſt valued and regarded, when we are 
woſt {coſible of the greatneſs ind dread- 
falgeſs of that ruin and Miſery,into which 
we and all Mankind were fallen. So we 
fe when Meri are 00 the brink of- the 
Grave, how they ate affefted with the 
Faith gf Chriſtian Redemption! a they 
tx 
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depend on their Almighty Saviour, 52nd = 
. with their Souls, as ic were, cling aboue 
his Croſs ; becauſe then they have the 
cleareſt proſpet of Eternity, and ſo can 
make the better eſtimate of that Salvation 
Chriſt purchaft for us. The offery of- it 
wil then be embrac'd with the greateſt 
afeRion,- when we ſeriouſly conſider and 
weigh the importance thereof, the an- 
guiſh and tribulation from which we are 
relieved., and .the Joys and Glories to 
which we are called, by che Preachingrof 
the Goſpel. 

Though we never ſuffer'd the Horroy, 
and Agonies of periſhing undone Sinners, 
yet ought-we to look on our ſelves as bes 
1ng-by the meer pity and ſuccour” of our 
biefſed Redeemer, brought out and ſnatch 
from the bottomleſs. Pit, deliver'& out: of 
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” forrow; whichhis Fellow | Debtor under- 
went. © Why then, thy gracious Redeemer, 
by-ſaving thes from the horrors: and tor- 
ments of Hel!, hath laid on thee ac leaſt as 
ome obligations to love him, as if he had 

oughe thee'out of it, after thou hadſt 
been: long :detained therein. Therefore 
| js. 225g thoughts:back-again /to that un- 

plealant abode; and conſider thyſelf as if 
thou wett ſhut up in that. diſmal 
andthen expreſs what thou wouldſt give to 
bereleaſt, :what (thou wouldſt do for him 
that-ſhould bring thee out of that horrible 
and- bottomleG: Pic. 

know that they ithat are 2MiQfed with 
ſharp pains and grievous fickaeſſes, would 
chaſe:health with all the wealth they 
ave ;' and I believe no reward would hire 
2man £0 hold his hand in the (Fire but for 
onehours time: Therefore'I doubt not but 
that, if it were jna'mans power; he would 
this; :2ad a thouſand) more 'Worlds, to be 
brought out-of:an 1wver burning Furnace ; 
and 1'am perfwatled, that if thou wilt ſuf- 
fer-thy Fancy'to 'beraQtive in framing ithe 
black and dreadful Scene of 'Helli ſh horrors 
about thee,” thou wilethen hearcily ſay /; 
Were: 1 owacr 'of the whole * Univeile; 1 
would joyfully -parc -with it to'be "freed 
from this miſery, freely would T-give'my 


feif co him that ſhould bring me outof this 


wotul 


cer 
all, "= Petition, is gran Ker 
'twas . preſented ,the Love | 
Jeſus hath prevented thy requeſt and ha 
treſs. Now make. good thy Vows: and, Re+ 
ſolutions !. Love. and Serve, Jeſus thy, Re- 
deemer,. and give thy (elf up may ro. him. 
I kaaw that many may ED | 
without being {oapcbt ous of 
theſe gerrars;and.aftci 
ſhewing whatour 
out 2 Saviour; .what.is that: G Ti 
dition. wheace Jeſus hath _ + 
3 Wor be, laxpd by him :. And I mentjon theſe 
affrighting Frut 5 toperſwade men; ta beryo- 
tives of an. ative and; 2 vehement: Love. 
For 'tis too obſervable, that few men ſeri- 
ouſly confider what Red means; what 
it was we were redeem et 
cn wat fps Can ſo diſobedient, 
uot al tocheir Saviour, .S Pay! 
poling, as 1 do here,.chat withourChr 
we were already dead and periſhe,makes i it 
the' reaſon of that Conſiraining Love rwhich 
enabled him and. other Primitive Chiifſti- 
ans/to ſuffer. ſo; patiently, and Lon. ſo zea- 


louſly for Jeſus 3.7be. love. of Chriſt (nh 


Fs 


eg? . 
-” "_ 
wal”) 


EL 
Fg 
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he). conflrainerh us, becauſe we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were «ll NE 
As'if he ſhould ſay, we were certainly dead, 
wal et loſt, had not Chriſt died, to 

chaſe 1: and ſalvation for us ; there- 

we cannot chuſe but love him, and it 
is no wonder if that love be ftrong, and 
if weare governed and ated by it. That 
thou maiſt therefore love affeGtionately and 
hvere igiouſly, conſider ſeriouſly that death, 
the mi that conditiva from which 
thou haſt fav'd and: delivered by the 
Bleſſed Jeſus ; and with the 'greateſt zeal 
and affeQion thy Soul is capable of, reſolve 
4 King Dgvid, and make it #00d all the 

days of thy life.” I will thank thee, O Lord 
py pr my beert, and 1 will praiſe thy | 
for evermore, fo great is thy mercy to- 

St me, and thou baft delivered my Soul frone 
the nerbermoſt bell, Pl 86, I2y 13s. 


————_—_—— 


pO 


CHAP. VL 


How graciouſly ad wonderfull we were 
Redeemed. 


' Further opment to love and obey 


our Dear er will be, to con- 
the manner how our Redemprion'was 
efedted, and the price thar was paid -_ "_ 


| | eel nies and 


Ga, and Tn al ie wide, Hee ER 
ſo immenſe a diſtance, 

in nl leſs HT; 

an EM 

have b Jt qu. 


.X 
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thus : The Bleſſed.Son of God, the ond © 
Perſon of the Ever glorious Trinky, w8- 
dertook th that work himſelf which act 
cou form: For us men, our ſal- 
vation he came down bo Heaven and was in- _ 
carnate by the” H.G hoſt born of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made Man. lo 
thisa& of his, Miracles In preſepe jaces, 
and Mercies ſeem to vie ſed mundum con- 
one with another ; that {iro er 

the God of age apr elos _ 
ſhould be born in cime F- 


- that the \Creator. of 
things ſhould be the Son © 

' of a Cr 

* abaſe hitnſelf co the Jow.condition of .s Ser- 
' vant; that God ſhould become. an Infanc, 
is 2 miracle of Love, which we can 24mire 


eature; that the Moft mlgheſ! ſhould 


and adore, but never fully comprehend. 
eſs of God. is unſearchable, his 


b. wicked uy Fenn ſy 


e and miſerable ; here is (0 great 
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tia fatus oft Gualph - betwixt thoſe 
"nobic. & two fo diffcrent. . na- 
tures, 29d united them 
into one' Perſon, "Twas never ſcen- that 
a Shepherd would creep pon all four, and 
cover. himfelf-wich,a, Shi p-aKiny to £4 
his'Flock- out 'of xo; to. expoſe 
himſelf for ie; bur good Shepherd did 
much more : When he came-to lay down 
bis life for his loſt and wandering Sheep,and 
gather chem into his Fold : he took an him, 
not only-the [tkeneſs,, but the-very nature 
of them ; he became the Lamb of Gad,, thac 
he might be the" She herd. of Markiod 
Thig' he. was-jofiditely . more GAN Man, 
than ten are above Beaſts, yet he became: 
thy. Son of Man, har he might become the | 
Saviour of Men. Twas never; ſeen that: a 
"Sovereign Prince, would Fi. to. reduce. to 


Pabſt the Ys 
: y mM! 
n wy og their Bane 
£ 0 Po 
Ard the prom: affiotey Td 
eful Rebels. "rk reaeans 
rable as they are crim 
them from their gill pd” Win opp to 
their duty and'theit py 'Pcoud and 
ched* Sianer ! thau-awouldft be. ſo far 
from entring into. the. kindred. ofameaner -. 
perilous, . ofe that are much.chige inferi- 


ore, 
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ors, that.thou canſt hardly endure to be.in 
their company : and behold, the moſt Glo- 
rious and Holy God, thine off:nded Sove- 
reign, 1s become thy. near #<lation,.is he+ 
come thy Brother, , that: he may win.ttlige 
afl:fions and become thy Saviour. 

His life, all. along, was a commlonNOn 
of his great yy and humility, be os 
about doing good, healing all gn elfus 
ſeaſes Corporal and Spiritual; gi whe 
lent gy > et and. great... 

Vertue, But what we now 

what ſhould moſt affet us, ers, that 

ſakes be was.s manef ſorrows, and VA 

red with grief, all che A his abodehere 

below. At his firſt entrance iato.the, world 

he was degraded, even below the condition 

bs wh Infants, being TI - 
and laid in a Manger 4 e 2)$4 

he began 70 be nenbrgy capa the Tra: 

fors be 72h ypody. | ay ad ain 

crament of Circumciſion, 

to Sinners; -i8 his jonh be ved in PRVerty: 

and obſcurity, was ſubje& to, his 

rents ; . when. he manifeſted himſc PT op 

world, then he perpetually endu-ed the con- 

tradiffion of Sinners ; befides, . that he lived 

upon Alms, lecoming poor for us, who was 

Lord over al}: - He wanted eventimetocac-. 


-what the charity of pious perſons afforded. 


him, and had not ſo much as « place my 


. 
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be might reſt bis bead. He was tempted of 
Saran, that be might ſaccour thoſe that are 
rempred ; he often watche whole Nights to 
Prayer, and was often faint with tireſom 
journeys, and hunger, and thirſt ; 2nd 
what is yet worſe, 'he was daily perſecuted 
by iograteful Men, for whom he endured 
all this. They flandered him with falſe im- 
p—_ of being a Glutton and a Wine- 
ibber; ' his kind and charicable affability 
19 converſing with noced Sinners, was made 
matter of accufation, as if he hid conſen- 
ted to their evil deeds; his Divine DoQrine 
was derided, as if proceeding from mad- 
- nefs; the Miracles which he wronghr in 
their —_ _ _ to be wry by = 
, and packe wich Beelzebub: and to 
all theſe and yo naret they 
would often have added violence, and fto- 
ned him to death had he not eſcaped our 

of their hands by a hafty flight. 
| Lord, thou hadſt compaſſion on the Mul- 
titudes becauſe they had followed rbee zbree 
days; and bad nothing to eat, Mat. 15. 3+ 
and thou -livedſt above three and thirty 
years, waiting upon thy baſe and fagitive 
Servants, who were become thine Enemies, 
ſeeking to prevent theirruine, by the af- 
fiduity of thy care and kindneſs! O fad In- 
graticude, that we ſhould be ſo ſoon wea- 
. ry in ſerving thee, wert fo patient - 4 
| F 08.5 efa- 


= mn. awd a... oÞ£hh t Ao. @£AS. am& 
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S. defatigable-in aRing and ſuffering for us, 


for our happineſs and our fa;vation, 


— — — 


.CHAP., VI. 


A conſideration of tbe. Croſe in its four 
dimes ſions, 


B' if we defire 0 be revel, and grounded 
in love +..3, 17. and to compre- 
end with 2 Wa? the immenſe, C bricy 


* . 


5 il, 


yum 


of the $on of God, which pa 
which infinitely exceedeth all 
rofitableneſs and excellency ; thea- mea 
ure the Love of Chriſt by the di fions c 
his Croſs, the breadth andthe length the 
depth and height thereof, for thereig love 
appears in its extent, ſo that nothing can 
be. added to it. - That the eternal Son of 


God would become our Brother, by becom« 
ing Man, and would live iy porefty ard 
Contempt, was ver mock + but that af- 
terwards he would die for us, in that mag-' 
ner as he did, is the g wonder 
ever the World ſaw. And indeed, there 
hapned more Prodigies when he died, than 
at all other times of his humiliation ; the 
Sun hid himſelf, darknefs oyerf; the 
whole World, the Earth ſhook, the Stones, 
and Rocks were rent, the Graves were 
opened; 
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- opened, and the Vail of the Temple was 
divided in twin ; Nature ſeemed to be 
emazed-to-ſee her God ſuffer and die upon 
a Croſs : - Greater love, Fath no man than 
this thats Man lay dowr hie bifefor bis friend; 
"Tis trye man cannot; poſſibly do more; But 
the Bleſſed Jeſus did much more; he was 
God then he became Min that he might die 
for his Enemies. This is it, whereof $.Paul 
ſpeaks, when he ſaith'it was never conceiy- 
edoor ſeen, how great are the chings which 
xd hath prepared for them thac love him: 
{peak {Gith he) the wiſdom: of God in '« 
rRery. even the bidden wiſdom which nene 
the. Frinces of this world knew, for, had they 
—_— they would never have crucified the 
rd of Glory : but as it is written, eye bath 
not. ſeen, nor ear beard, neither is it entre 
em#o.the heart of Man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love bim ; but God 
bath revealed them-' to us by his Spirit, 
It appears, , that he ſpeaks (not ofthe bliſs 
of Heaven, but) of the crucifixion of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, which to the Jews was 
a ſtumbling Block, 2nd to the Gentiles foo- 
Shaclh, and. which neither the Senſes nor 
the Reaſon of Man could eyer comprehend ; 
bur as hidden Myſtery was made known to 
Chriſtians, by the 'revelations of the All- 
aning Sack of God. To underſtand 
therefore as much-as may be, this > 
| ally 


FRI = hs ns lM a. >. —__ ad. 


he was 


bound: 
"ar ls to * by thoſ#hs 
ioficaQed Ma 6a, Tg 
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Tully underſtood and never crioughamired 


Love of our Redeemer, id dying for us, let 


us in the firſt place vitw the Breadth of his 
Crols, thiat'is, clic yatiety of the Torments 
he endured for \ us, "in the laſt Stage of his 
uneafie” Pilgriniage. 


ce. 
th. _WA—CC 


LY a 
CHAP. VIIL 


| The Breddeh 6 the Croſs, or the manifo/d Suf- 


haves Nas our Redemption: 


with the manner of 
we Lone chenfon ; he.was taken as 
if he had bots 4 "pablick Enemy to _ 
kind, a Thief or 4 Martherer, with $words 
and. Staves, .with rudeneſs and' violence 3 

betrayed wells fort one of pless 
forſaken by and 


bel had tus Bl ink eee; 
impigus ey, yoted gui 

< deat, fo r coafe 52d gr 
ſary,Truth, char he Df the only Soft of 


os Afterwards he, was ex 4 whole 
ight to the Indignities an Mockerie of 


En they ſpet 
== a 3H z they erupts 
Head __ eted him; 3 ; wt 


mas 3 WH 
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The Live of Jeſs, '*- 27 
his Croſs, and driven:out of 'the' City wo 
Mount Golgeths. ''' Now here:begins «nw 
ſcene 'of Sorraws ; the afli Red Son'of Man 
having-loſt much Blood, and-ſu&cred:ſo 
much ;- having been rudely- -haled from 
the Garden to Annas, from Amnas to Cai- 
phas, from Caiphes to Pilate, from ' Pilate 
to Herod, from Herod to Pilate again, and 
from thence to the place of his Execution, 
arrives at laſt, faint and weary, and ſor- 
rowful upot Mont Calvery, where he was 
ta die ; here his' Hands -and Feet- (which 
are moſt ſenfible-parts of our Bodies, by 
being moſt full of Nerves) were-pierced 
thr and nailed to the Croſs ; and 
th there was 2 ſeat where to reſt his 


Body, as the Ancients ſay, yet the Croſs 
wrap Sy up, and put into the hollowneſs 
of the ground to make it ſtand upright, 
his wounded -Body was} ſhaken: and affe- 
Red, doubecleſs with a moſt acute-pain. He 
was expoled naked, not only to the view 
of the multicudes, —_— _ 
[ 


air 
which was extremely cold,in that thi Sun 
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that he:thirſted 1moſt-our : neſs, that 
he- #hirſted 4a” drink but. the... dregs-of 
hisbiecer/Cup, 'thar' we 'mighe drink the 
Copi-of Salvinicn /) [He wanmed'theuſe of 
his Hands and'Þzet, !bting:tied to: ſuffer, 
ſo-that he'could not ſo much as ſir, nor 
wipe the Blood off his Face;he was afflicted 
with the ſight of his aflited Mother, who 
from her wounded Soul: reflet&d ſorrow 
upan her dying 80n and Saviour. :His Saul 
-was alfo; as were ciucified; by the:Tenfs 
_ of the'Divint Anger agaiaſt cho Sins af Men, 
for the "which he: was (making expiati on, 
infomuch that ' he:complained,: that"God 
had forfaken him. And | laſtly, his Heart- 
ſtrings were broke, and his Body deprived 

of life, by a nioſt violent andbirrer dearh. 
And now, who ſhall not love-Jefus.? and 
who'ſhall not! admirethat Love which is 
expreſtinthebreaftlvot the Orvis? Lord 
how exceed ingb3ozd was rhy: Crefs; which 
. contained (0 manyTorts'offDorinencs?) No- 
thing-ca-be compared-to/ir, but thy Cha- 
rity » _ _ up, tharwe 
mighr-be charged with rothing, buria plea- 
ſant.anglesfie Take ! But, Lord; why do-we, 
moſt /vite 'and-twtul Creatures, 'vefafe: to 
ſmut Aber erg whenchou'the Moſt 
reg Yer born for us ſo 
ad animale load? * 


CHAP, 


The Lovi 'of - Jeſns; 29 


The Levgth of the Croſs. 


'F'E are. now to. meaſure” the Length 
of the: Fro; thar-is, che time of 
chilli biersr Paſſion, the. rodzous quration 
Sufferings, whieh,began- with his 
Birth, 2nd- continued to his laſt - breath, - 
The life-of Jeluggygs we: have ſeen, was as 
it were, a, Chain an of Ml Miſeries, every links 
every, conne@ion, had ſomething grievous 
and afflitive, Me-war 4 man. of. Sarrows ; 
therefore we: nowhere: read! that'ever he 
lought,' of enjoy'd. the -pleaſures and the 
wirth of this > World: dut that ;he-ſufſered 
ke Draneits Every der wes es 
e gelifts: Everyday was, in 
manner, the day of his Crucifixion (which 
to us 15 Good, but to him was ſad wpiy =o 
he knowing aJl along what he:was.to 
and living"in expetren of. that cruel 
death; we'may that eberags in 
me matiner, ptevenc his Murtherers, and 
propa tion, afted upon him, while he 
Oe (ter 940-3 $624 
pat him to:death-; for -he was-pleaſed 'to- 
aſſiune, © together ek our ' Nature, | our 
innocent - Paſſions and Infirmities. ' 17 hivve 


ſaith- þ 'be baptiqed 
yr 
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aud how am I conſt rained unt!l it be accom- 
Aliſhed |-that was the Baptiſm of his Blood, 
which he wiſh'd for, becauſe of his love 
to Mankind, ' his great defire of paying our 
Ranſomes ? but feared, becauſe of the re- 
Pugnance of his human Niture,to ſuch bir- 
er ſufferings ; wherefore (faith he) (;ui- 
. 8m; Tam conftraine9, 1am'in a fireighe 
betwixt'ewo, I wiſh add yer 1 fear to die. 
But that which we moſt properly:call his 
Paſſion, becauſe it exceeded the' reſt of his 
Sufferings, laſted eighteen hours,” withour 
intermiſſion, nine © HE night,” and 
nine of Fridsyz, from the'time' of his Ago- 
ny inthe Garden about 'nine'at''N 
while three'in the Afternoon of 'tht dr y- 
following ; 'all which | time 'he' ſuffered; 
thoſe ſeveral ſorts. of pains and -torturc's 
which are already mentioned; all that time 
he drank full draughts of that bitter Cup, 
the fear whereof made him ſweat 'drops 
of Blood, when he began to taft ofi ir;;/all 


| — thartime heduffered what no Tongue 6an- 


expreſs; but what all Kearrs ſhould en=: 
feavgur ts feel 6nd to think of daily: Lord: 
Jeſu, : thow” were xormented' a time, 
thar we might nor be rormented ro all frer- 
nity 3 grant'chat we may endure 
. for: thee,” arid from thee our God, who 
| re much for Men, and from 


z þ : 
_- ' WW. Chap, >. 


wt 
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CHAP. X.' 


The Depth of the Croſs. 


E have fren that Bar of the Croſs; 
on which the Hands of our Bleſſed © 
Seviour were nailed, the breadth and 'she 
ingth, that is, the variety and the'tediquſ- * 
of the pains and ſuftgriogs fy he under- 
. wetit for us : Now we are to conſider the 
bi piece which ſtood upright, where- 
is Body reſted and his Feet were nail- 
Nt he hnbe and the height, that 'is, 'the 
putencſs and the' of kis ſorrows. 
I we read with atcention the Paſfion*of 
Chriſt in the four Goſpels, 'we ſhalt fee our 
A hens th 
a abyſs of miſery, by the heavy bur- 
then of our fins ; he'might well ery by his 
Prophet, See © whether there is apy ſorrow 
like unto my ? for the many comforts of hu- 
mihe affliions admit of Gf ale mites 
whereas he was degra of 
was no'part” in. us but 
Aa, chere 579 none in him dur ys 


with pain;z he ROE all” ov 
ſores, an univerſal woung ZE 
out; he ſuffered in all his 
his 'outward and inward 


part3and faculties a -Soul By 


vs 
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the very circumftances of his Paſſion did all 
concur to make it more /bitrer and aMi- 
Rive. He was deprived of that ordinary. 
comfort of -being afliſted: by his Friends, 
all rhe Diſciples forſook him ard fled 3 as 
the as hed: foxetold-pf-him; 
trafden 1he. Wine-prefs gong, and of ;be'fefte 


< 


ibere warmene withme, 1 looked and there wi 
none to help, | 1 wondred.chas x ere was none-40 


_ whdid, Ifai. 63. He was like a mild and 

defencele(s Lamb inthe midſt of ravenous 
Wolves ; there were none about him, but 
fach- 2s thirſted for his Blood- Aud. oo 
wonger if Man forfook him, whenhe was 
in. ſome manner. forſaken. even by his: Fa- 
ther..; It pleaſed God: to give him: up to 


the Cruelies of wicked Mea, and theſqr», 
£ows-of death; ang that his divine Nature, 


«abr wer fr 


but witttia md without 2 
_ to he almoſt JD. << 
med by 1 

from 


at 2 0!fire(s, and art 
| Fwy and From ihe a bf 
int? Pal. 22. Lord, we had deſer- 
veto fit, and'evermore to cry and groag 
it the bocromleſs Pit 1 Bay and, to relcue .us, 


thou: wits cry low; ad | 
with' 6g oF A ph Hos 4 
futfy cl ' out of the depths. hat cri 
oi his: ne, bear my ice Pf Plat. 3 


Be pleated! eo hear us, deareſt Lord, - w on 
we call pon thee, .and make thy voice 
fink into our hearrs, md there find a chear- 
fal admiſon; "and a" conſtant . and fincere 
Obedience. 
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CH A P. Xt, 
The Height of the Croft. * 
Fow we have, only. the Height of che 
Croſs to look on, that is, the ſub» 
mity, che. des of the torments of 
Chrifts. on ; that in'this ſenſe his 
Croſs was af vet bigh,, appears akeady. by 


aid ; and + la VE bat 
Ty reher, the zved by 


the Ghoff- of x. 90s pare. 
was therefore of 3 mo kealchful rg: 
tion 5 fo that his fenlſcs being vary ack 


34. The Reformed Monaſtery ; Or 
and appreh:nfive, wg ſenſible of -pain 
beyond other Mens ; by yo ef rin 
ahd\ wounds he received, es 3 his hejog 
nailed, and ftrerched three long 
the'Crofs, 28 upon the Rack, m oaks 
haye been a moſt exquiſtte (nr: 2s 
the 'vigor of his Nature, ny 
weakned nor ſpenit by age « 
-: being full ol pa rs) ani ho xe fower 
his age, was capable to taft 
et ſharpneſs of by Pain, to hw very wy 
moment of his life; and ſo *tis written by 
S: -Luke, That be cried with. « voice 
when he gave up the ghoſt, te drag) e he 
was ft:ll very Rtrong, and that his death 
was bicrer and violent toextremity. There 
was likewiſe an -invfible Croſs, which 
2fMlicted his. Soul,. and made it forrowful 
. even unto death, his beers was like wax,mel- 


zed in the midfÞof bit bows1s, Plal.22; and in - 


the midſt of fo many and: ſuchancolerable 
paias, his Murtherers ſhook their Heads, 
made Mouths arhim,. feofc at his ſo qo 
by'crael and inſalting Mockeries, ; 

their Tongues and Deriſioas xgarnes 

wo ty which. their _ 
Kee pu that. the. Cra 


Brea 
ey, ofa 


fs 


maades eager nh, Als was mM was oi | 
fied. 
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, The Love of Jeſu, 25 
: 1 


4 on it; ld; was more that Jeſus, be- 
perfe&t as well as Man, ſhould 
pr of Blood, 'than eres. BÞ-ponpan 


| for Millions of years 
he Torments. Lord,we were 

wonderfully made by thy power, but we 
are'yee-morewonderfully redeemed by thy 
mercy 1 :Lord, what 1s Man, that thou . 
ſhould chos/be mindful of him ! or ra- 
ther, whit is 'Man, that he is unmindful 
of-thewot..-*» 3 SES 


F * - - 5 . 
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CHAP. XI: 
What an infinite Love is expreft by the Croſs.” + 


\ T' Ow we haverſeen the whole Frame 
ofthe Croſs, writ all over in” Blood 
with CharaQters.of Love, cxpreflians of the 
greateſt: kirdne(s, for a teſtimony that J E- 
$ U $loved us untodeath. Net any ſorrow 
or anguiſh in his Soul,not- any gapor wound - 
ihis Body, but-are as many Mouths tor/cry 
aloud in the cars of a} men; Behold whac 
manner of Love Ged had for his Enemies.his 


'finſul  ao& waworthy Creatures: to ſuffer 


Lich things, to die-10-fuch a manger, forito 
redeem them-and make them ha pply oy 
if a " 


magmumeſt wm the on 

| M- : . s © 
tunt uu quo ligart'! and; "the depth: of the 
potuit'Deis | Idiot. | Love of JESUS, that 
| Love which bound him 
much harder than the Cords of the Jews, 
20d nailet{ him to his Crofs much faſtegithan 
thoſe : Irons which-pierced/his Hands and 
Beet ; for he that could with one word caſt 
his Enemies to the ground,could eafily-have 
broke their bands and eſcaped from them, 
But that His Tove did conffrain hity, tid 
make him defirousand willing thus to dye, 
What man would ſuffer one half of what 
Chrift did, for his deareſt Benefaor ? And 
they, how immenſe and wonderfull .. was 
that-Charity which he expreſt in ſuffering 

rheignominy and patns of the Graſs ? 

thoſethat were his Enemies and had highly 
injuted him, and from whom-he could ex- 
peck no reward, bur only+to be: loved 
,again?* Let. us therefore: remember / it 
throughout this whole Book, or rather 
- chrouphout our: whole Life, that we have 
beenredeemed from Eternal deſpair and mi- - 
fery, and from our vain andfinfull conver» 
farron, -not by any corruptib/e thing; ws fbver - 
t4;; but by tbe precios- Blood of Chrift, 


ai 


mighe have K 


Lo mob uv 8 


o he | 
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p 002 | 
e 
Proc” han ourt a5 gofwer; 


all 
we. 
Heaven and. Eart y 
K US ſo-mwuc 


tis. 0m & 
| ſaye. 

f to 

not on fied 

for havi 


more; he 
And yet he 41d. 
death : 


TY 
death that | we Bf L : 
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wherewith it was bought, the Croſs of our 
Saviour,and it will 4 4+ increaſe - 
our abligatiahbro ove hi 
.It is ww". \ajpConlws . vis. vaſulo ad ai 
roy Bdp©@ 6,35 $ Paul Galle 7 ir; each 
we -* 2 part IE ads al fo oy, ho 
eadth , It ends a ys a0 Pica- 
fures, all chin \ Tm deſirable, 
allthat can ye; farisfachidi Ate tee 
pineſs to a man; even that incomprehenſible 
and increated Goodneſs, wHich'isthe inex< 
hauftible Fountzin of perfe& BliG and Fe- 
licity ;in whoſe preſence there is r of joy, 
at whoſe right hand ibere are pleaſures for ever- 
more. Secondly, its Height : lt is above the 
Regions of the Air; in the higheſt Heavens ; 
the ſublimity and greatneſs of its glory is 
by being like the Angels* of God ; 
hining forth as the Sun}, by 2 Kingdom, 
7 Grofen Tpootrap ible;a Crown of life, and 
Wy the Son of God # his Throne, 
4+ It isÞore and 'unmins 
N Chetts of dbthing Mii ve; neither 
exth nor ſocrow.eftfier hubger nor chirſt; 
neither pain nor anguiſh'; alters ave wi- 
on from their yer. Thee is' the abſence of 
all evi,and rhe prefence of all good; there- 
foretis call roy To pre Girl, thanwhictt 


rs pb 2 for God is 
yt Frottromby 
bed fan prey Ns CO 


 , The Lowe of . 
Beatifical Vifion would turn Hell it (elf into 


Paradice, . Fourthly and laftly eo/bengglt, 
its never ceafi ion : 1; admits of 00 


- $0 


end or Period, 1t is Everlaſting, it is Eter- - . 


nal, it is for ever and ever after 2s many 
Millions of years as there is drops of water 
inthe S:a, 1t will bur begin; and after as 
many thouſands of Mill 


be.no nearer er it was at firſt, till 
Eternal, and ever L. This is that Bliſs - 
which'we had forfeited by Sin, 20d are te- 
intituled to by the Paſſion of Chriſt ;- that 


Bliſs which if often and duly. conſider 


would wake us deſpiſe the World, long for - 


Heaven, love affeQionately, and ſerve dili- 
ently that Zeſw-who-o 
ied co pur 


's It to us, and 
it. Wherefore.$. Paul prays 


| ſoearneſtly for the Epheſians, Thar God would 


give them the Spirit of wiſa 
dTreboory oe 3 
they might at Pope of Dh ; 
cad what the riches of the glory of bis-inberitayes 
in tbe Szjnts, Epbel. 1. 18. - 

That we ns, - Fr be poſleſied of this 
Bliſs as well as ered 
cauſe why Jeſus deſcended downfrom Hea- 
ven, became poor, took on him the form of 
2 Servant, and humbled himſelf 


a ſet before him, be deſpiſed he ſhame 


- and revelation, 


-LFY 
TY 
of 


6 Ab p : "vEY "vI0 P 
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mach will : 


ohmed, that * 


from Helk was the © 


endured the faith S. Paul Heb. 12.2. - * 
Croſs, f 3 


- 


« 


Thi'59; we iy fey, was ind the evfoy 
niewupe (hi 9— 4 ME Hy was 
ering 3” "was ho need 
' heſhbald bear'the Graſs for to obtaid it, 
he” hada ſure Title to ft by Nature : the 
joy therefore that wir ſer before bi? was the 
on ivy of De the joy of reſcuin us fron 
4ws ty of per pulptt 

of payin : 

5 rw] 


Fs aoty and CEE Heaven for 
us, the' word; the Joy of ſhewing us his 
Jove, and expeRing the returns *of ours, 
This was the joy, wr he wa ſed the ſhame, 
becauſe his ſhame ſhould raile us to g!ory ; 
this wasrbhe joy, why, be entluredthe Crofs, 
beomaſe His Crofshonld exalery to'a happy 
and honourable Thitone. | 


"This Meditation of the great and Mani- 
fold: binefirs of 'God, ant the wonTerful 
love and Suriry he hath ſhewedus in Telus, 
we rhey and ſhould proſerure mnth farcher, 
inaltinſtences, for 'tis inflotte; pc never 
| egough'to be corfegered and atkevired: 
room if rhac little, Thivehere 


AY Cn DIGITS | GT 


2nd demonſtrations of + -: 

a-grateful Lovez then AHaccevid anoris 
read no further; for,as/ oft vere non fie * 
ter. Vid cordiahts, AM 
verbelys,: vid fru- 
Ppafnoany wake 

vid non | 
Rig, Jed eriam | 090>- 


4a The Reformed Mynaſtery ; Or, - 
CHAP. XIV. 
That the Mercies of our Redemption challenge 
Ow then we are to conſider; that 
' God giving knowledg of falvarion 
to Men, hath allo thereby-*proclaimed 
their duey : Manifeſtitg his Love, He hath 
ed and required theirs; as our bei 
called to be Chriſtians makes 2 great- an 
real change, as to the Happineſs of our 
condition ; a great 'and real _—_ 
.Oi alfo to make, as to the holi- 
neſs of- our - converſation: Therefore 
Se. Paub calls the Goſpel, ' The-power of-God 
unto ſalvation: to- 2very | ont that believerh, 
Rom. z.'16; /arid ke priys for the” Epbeſi- 
ne, that.they might know the love of Chrift 
that ſo they might be filled with all the ſulneſs 
of G:d, Ephel. 3. 18. #5 to fays 'that the 
Rnoerncy of theLove of Chpiſtis exceeding 
Powerful and efficacious, and would reple- 
nth them wich oh qr and vertues ;, for 
this. cauſe he ſers fo high b"'value/upon the 
#exctllency of this hnowledg,” eftermiing” «ll the 
world but dung in compariſon of it, 'Phik 3. 
8. and he exhorting the Crettens to be ready 
76 every good work, -puts them in mind that 


they, who were once diſobedient, deceived, 


ſerving divers lufts, had beendelivered from 


that uohappy condition by the appearance of 


the love of God our Savieur towards Man, Tit. 


the 


a #toSS a. _J Au kc 3©tlie.. aA or Rr.oi_t 
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The Love Of Jeſus." ' 43 
,-as 1n other places, he-exhorteth/Chri- 
b of the per, therety dectaringe tore 
1 : z. ther eciaring that the 
mntefaron - the _ Love, inthe 
reachi the Goſpel, 'was the promul= 
tion, S of their happineſs,” ſo of their 
ty 3 whereby they were reſcued, as well 
from living vs from periſhing in their fins. 
'Tis tbe apfeerince of * that grace of God 
which bringerb ſa'vation, Tit. 2. 11, that 
ceacheth-Men to five ſoberly, righteouſly and 
godly : and *cis the receiving and — 
thar <— Dear = that: _—_ t 
darts 4ten, bears, 
oy 5. to thar the bean 
belief of the truth of the: New Teſtamghe 
is a ſtrong ahd indiſpenſable obligation 20 
a commrery 5 wane and weſivenny obe- 
dienceto al irs precepts -; the very 
fefſion. of being Chriſtians" doch "Ntrily 
bind us tothe performance of all Chriſtian 
duties. But the * of -a- holy Faith 
and Se LU Ow _ 
evinced and afferted, and altthings that per- 
tain tolife and godlineſe, ſo clearly and lear- 
nedly explained by Catholic: Writers'An- 
cient and Modern, -eſpecially nany pious 
Fathers and Sons" of this Church- fince the 
Reformation, that I need, nor can add'no- | 
thing to their learned laboxs. We wantCha- , 
ritz,not knowledg3t ao 
&- 


44 The Riforminl Adonaſtery ; Or, 
| a gre _—_ is,.-to: draw —_ 
nown granted fzremiſles, to 
move the affeions and affe& the heart ; 
and by various arts and meditations, to 
nd nouriſh' ig our Breaſts the fire 
o&-adivioe Love. 1: tf 


CG WAP XV 
| vitovitation to enter tht Cloifter of Live. 


. Ask therefore ;_ Hiſt thou conceived 
: a fair Ita of Chrithanity ? haſt thou 
obſerved the glory and 'grearnefs+ of its 
- .the mm rr ; 
he -perfeGtion-of its 'Preveprs and 
Counſels ? -haft thou conſidered and ad- 
mired the great exemplar of all Vertnes, 
the Holy Jeſus, Abtthor of this Holy Tn. 
ſtitntion ? Haſt thou read his Life with 
an obſerving eye; and haft chow viewed 
the fair Copies of this perfe&- Origital, 
which have been 'drawn Pear Gm his * 
Saints, 1n the imitation of his'Ex 2 
alt-thou weighed the-exceliency-of his 
Promiſes, the greagImmunities; and:the 
anvaluable yy" > poocygx belong to 
r 


. . —_ 
. 


his Followers ? hou: ſeriouſly. pon- 
dered the - great obligations whack the 
Love. of 7e/us bath laid upon thes ? and” 


at 


have been brought down" erm >, 


"« anad.narrow, which 


ae” 6b» } The 


< 


: "The'-Love of (Jeſus. - 4F 
art'thou _—_—_ to be happy by lovin; 
again, and'be ng pref)? if to, che 
wh Cloiſter of. Love. :' Love Jeſs; and 
thou ſhale reign wirh' him. 

The Cloifter F meant is rot-rhe orbcin 
of a particular MHbey, orrhe confinement 
of a narrow Cell; but as to the- place; it 
is the Catholick Church, whoſe inclofore 


is large'enough to entertain all the'Reli- 
cou; it the! World; al-that'are of' the 


Chriſtian'Order : Ani the Ritle-I Hou 


have thee-follow,is not that of any 
ders, nor even that of Patten 


that which the For: of* oboe erm 
vered, the 'Goſpe] 'Rule, om Gs 


Laws, which were > Nin mus Bf od 


that-is our mr 7 our 

whom'gratitud A obll, 
Seth ns a Wo ru + Kt DD ae 
giroen his Belvyed Stn\thy hedthen * Dvs-t10 
heritance,. and the utmoſt parts 0 rhe earthy 


fer his poſſeſſion ? Pſal. 
« Why then (ſaith © Cur ſic aww 


® Br aſms,hould we Chriſti profe efronem, 
* confine the exeel- 4649 ile latiſſime 
* lency and - perfe= woluit patere ? & 
* : tion of Chriſtiani- ego certe fic optarim 
off to particular pla- - Evangelicam Reli- 
{, Ces i ? Why ſhould - gionew ffs onmibus 
* we make that ſhort eſſe cerdi, Oc. Ench. 


"JJ" . 


46. The Reformed Monaſtety; Or, 


\* Chriſt would have to be of an univer- 
+ ſal.exeent ? if it be, words we affeQ, is 
< not a City a great Monaſtery, the Ab. 
&© bot whereof is the Biſhop,-ſet over ir 
* by Chriſt ? Would to God the Chri- 
ce fan Rule were ſo well beloved and 
* obſerved, that no Man might ſeek or 
« defire the BenediF#in or Franciſcon: I lay 

ſo too, all this 1s true and to be wiſhed ; 
yet the univerſal comprehendsmany any par” 
wear a en and-the Chriſtian Rule 
many. ſeveral NErPOAOne. 

tho. to 'be- plain and policavs, the 
rch of England, (as the pureſt 

or Member of the - Catholick , which 
hath va corrupt Innovations,main- 
ſtil] a due _ ompaninity with An- 

ciquiry) is that which I recommend to 
= ve other 7 And for the beſt 
mterpretation of the non, the 
DoQtin and Worſhip of 'this Church. is 
that .which I would have thee prefer $0 
all the reſt, 


' "The: Love of Jeſus. 47 
CHAP. XVI. 


- The Fam to be taken at the entrance of 
; Loves Monaſtery. | 


UT (becauſe I ſpeak not to Diſſen- 
ters, nor intend to diſpute. with 
them) thou wilt ſay, that thou haſt en- 


yd chis Cloier already, and haſt-un- 
ert Oo 


aken its Rule ; and fo far tis well. 
But there js this difference betwixt what 
thou haſt already done in this matter,and 
what now _I with thee to do ; that thon 
didſt not come of thy -ſelf , but wert 
brought into this Society ; that it was by 
Proxy thou promiſedſt to obſerve the or- 
ders. of it, and that what was done. at 
that-time is never -to be repeated. Where- 
as now, by an after eleCtion, by free and 
conſidetate ats of thine own will, I would 
have thee often renew thy holy Vows 
and Proteſtations, and to do it with a 
reat ſenſe of love and gratitude. Ratjfie 
— thy former engagements by ' being 
confirmed, if thou art not; and if thon 
art, by « hearty and ſincere endeavour 
to perform thy Vows and Promiles, 
which are as follows. Firſt, To renounce 


| * the Devil and all his works, the pumps and 


Vanities of this wicked world, with all c0- 
wverous 


43 The Reformed Monaſtery; Or 

wetoss deſires . of . the ſame,..and the ff af 
luſts of the fleſh. Secondly, To believe al! 
the. Articles of the Chriſtian . Faith. . And, 
Thirdly, kezp Gods Holy WI and Com- 
mandments, and walk in the ſame all the 
- Aays of thy life. 
This Vow contains 

Jummum all thy dury,the high. 
"oft, id omnibus. off "eſt pitch of Chriſtian 
enjrendum, nt” ſal-" ion,” Rules for 
rem pity aſt." the moſt Regular and 
 $pirirual Life ,; let 
4 "thy ſeriops applics- 
oe flow rid and earneſt en- 
Veamus, Fly. Eraſ. deavour to obſerve it, 
diſcriminate and ſe- 
ver thee from the Fratane and leſs Reli- 
ious World. T ' needeſt no diſtint 
Cloſure, no diſtin Habits, no diſtin 
Patrons or Offices ; : thy ſincere Rad dy,thy 
"Religious care > dif 
I weſtimentis - charge * this obliga- 
non eſt contritio A will ſufficiently 
ment is ; Cloiſter thee in from 
Ni mens [it pura, the looſer ſociety-and 
#il confert regula converſition of Men, 


durd. and will make_a dif- 
24; '.- ference great enough 


betwixt ther and them. 


"But tho! thou doſt remain. in: the Civil * 


Society of The World, and” the Neigh- 
' bourhood 
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bourhood-of thy Neighbour :, yer vario 
all are. the ways that. lead chrough thi 
My Wotld: to Heaven? and here I undertake 
nn, WM ©9.5each chee afure and ſhort one,thror 
which all glorified Saints have paſt. So 


ne Perſons here are emi- | 

y nent in one vertue, In Calo widehi- 

th ſome in another -; mus & amabimus, 

2 I fome are guiged by hic amandum us 
hope, and ſorne by widramus, 


or Wl fear. Many and diffe- 

ſet WI "<a are the conſiderations and helps 
, whereby Men are brought ro make them- 
"'- Wl {elves happy in doing their duty ; but 
1” I the Motive,theGuide, 

It, Wl the Way, the Inftru- Dilefio eff vis 
: I ment 1 recommend refifims abſque de- 
Q to thee. above. all o- wo: wis brevis abſe 
| & thers,is Love. Loye.is que tedio: vis plas 
** I the ffrongeſt Motive, ns - abſque tuniule : 
Yo the ſureſt Guide, the wia clars abſque nit- 
"” Wl ſafeſt, Way, the beſt bib : vis ſecurs 
* Inſts t. in the abſque periculs, &«. 
J World ; to live well, Idiot. Cont. 


j Tom: Ee Or , and yer enable thee to 
do much good in it. Wo bath a gerie. 


oth Reformed Monaſtir ; Or, 
iritentlance” over af verrues and (dir. 

E5, and rakes them, leafagr"to us, and 

b mire to God. Tovefr the i 


Love, and thou c 
0-amiſfs; love, and thou caſt: ow 
| ry: | 
CHAP. XV. ” 
. Conſiderations. of the ' nature of thie, and 
| firſt of Self-Lave. 


Ove is the cortitnon! Prithice #nd Pa. 
rent of other Paſſions, as oy Bea 


. .Take their Laws, ſo. they rake 
from it ; Or,. to. ſpeak more ee 
tr ob 


, Love it (elf is all _— 
£ & everal differet f 


p. its ſeveral afts and” | Bs: 75 


it-(ſaith'St. 4 
l mar inhians ha. Kfe "haied 
bere amatir, © whieh it 


"png eft, idem © its beloved obje 


| ep < when "tis 
title viel. uf 4 © it, it takes _ 
quod e1 adwver wg * detithination, 4 


timer eff,idque euns © iscalled jo 

p79 "ar'd __lew fuxe;" wher 
mrifitia ug- ro ha 
-de Civ. 4 1 14. Fw: It. 
© 7 
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; The Zou. of Jelus, Fx 
BE "name of Fear 3 rand tivcalled Sorrow, 
F * when what it feared overtakes it... | Buc 
"s if fill- Love is the! only Paſſion :. Delire, 
ver i Aiiger, Joy and Sorrow:; Hope and:Faar 
ver if 4r& either the motions oraQs, or elſe the 
accidents of ir. [This elcarly ſhews i the 
creat ' power and 'aQtivity of this, noble 
| Paton - for ''ris \well known . that. the 
greareſt, and indeed all humane; ations 
that are'free, proceed from theſe natural 
aſeCtions, and foarctheeffefts of Love. 
There is no need, to diftinguith the ſe- 
. vetal forts tliereof; declaring that. Love 
4s either [natural-or Mpernatural, ſenſual 
(ts mn p orrittereſt ; for 
all theſe are the Tame faculty; ov paſſion 
in Man, differing-in | their Principles:ar 
Objets only oy neither Ie 
vail to give and explain accurate ” 
died difmitiodr of Love, which buck 
better felr than expreſt, and much bertex 
declared by-ations:than-words 3; it will 
be'more uſeful to confider, that as Love 


= 7. 
_ 
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-#ll vertues and vices. - 

Feriderly forth the cleareſt and the 

'Rrcams ; 'and like all other chings,! 

.;greater its excellency, the- worſe.4s cits 
buſe : ſo that-irthould: be 'our gre 

*eare to uſe it well;/and Ter it ipory/ ithe 

> -righy objcR. .. 3 M65! 430 dermaght 
*5: He D 2 Ns 


garhe pt ſhciple.ofall Paſkoms, foes 
ed res Tre patoge 
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.- No4joy in enjoyment - without Love, 
withour (Sack pleaſure 1n fruition, 1t i; 
the great inſtrument-of happineſs, if we 
place'it'arij t, and ir brings the greateſ! 
infelicities if we-miſplace it.'-'T's a-mil- 
guided Love -that makes Men: vicious, 
that cauſerh all the diſorders - in -the 
World ; becauſe Men love: themſelves 
more - thanGod, . and ſo would be Gods 
iogineG; erpotiog rare -grameſt 4 
a ” | eli- 
MG either from "their Bodies, as the 
ſenſual Epicurer, or from: their Minds, as 
'the' proud* Srozes. © Hence it is;that in-the 
head of a lon Cos of the blackeſt 
Sins, 'St: Paul ſers Se ve as: the cauſe 
andorigine of allthe reſt: ſaying, that in 
_ -the worſt nnd moſt perilous times, Men ſhould 
*be clovert of their own ſelves,” 2 Tim.: 3.2, 
{(gi-and again, that. they ſhould be lover: 
"of pleaſure, more than levers of God ; which, 
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ibeing the depravation of the un- 
*derſtanding and-- of the will of Men, / 


* 'plungeth them into the greateſt ſins, *and 
"thence. into'the greateſt miſeries. Cer- 
tain it js that Piery or true Goodneſs con- 
ſiſterh/in willingly ſubmitting ones {elf 
'to the Divine Pleaſure, either to ſuffer: or 
"obey; and certain 'it is, that/Self-Lov 

- will :admir of neither, [it makes a M 
vacapable of Religion, the Efſence where- Il 
G72 


of % 


$pcpnn; bx b-pr binge mop bo 
* the one eſpiſe the other ; ye cannot ſerve 
' God th” 4% $44 ow er 


The Love of.- Jeſts,. 1. $3 
of is to deny our: own to comply. with, 
God's Will-; and fo. inſtead" of that: Gog-: 
lineſs, Juſtice, and Sobriety, which are the 
three —_ _ rye O al Re-. 
ligious duries; this 1 | pring. 
Self-leve ſends forth three muddy Streams, | 
which cauſe the overflowing of og 
and almoſt drown the World under ade- 
luge of wickedneſs. Theſs be the love 


Senſual Pleaſures, called py ecu 
neks ; the love of Riches, .Cave- 
touſneſs ; and the vain-glorious love of 


Hanour,called Pride gr Ambition. The 
three are diſclaimed and renounced by all 
Chriſtians in the firit parc of cheir Baprciſ- 
mal- Vow ; for the love. of :them can- 
founds the World and all Religioh,makes 
Non: erioinak « Souls, Bodies, and E- - 
ſtates, and is the - great Enemy-to their - 
reſt and ſalvation. Therefoes St. John 
who calls theſe the luſt of the: fleſb; the luſt 
of " the eyes, and the pride of life, gives us 
this neceſlary Caunon ; love wot the world, 
neither the things that are in the warld ; if 
any. man love the world, the love of the Fa- 
ther is "not-in him, 1 John 2, I5. thats, 
ag our Bleſſed Saviour ſaith, No man tan 
ſerve two. Maſters, for either he will:hat 


3 no 
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no betting betwixr God and Bal, the one or 
the ochet' muſt beacknowledged for Lord ; 
A _—_— be two- contrary $overcigns 
together, and! the ſame” thirg cannot . be 
granted to two ſeveral Competitors z if we 
lave the” Worldy it reigns m our hearts, 
and Godgs' excluded; it ko ow 
roy the World, wecamor bly 

to God-alfo ; _ 

"1 A084 math oft the love- of our-(elvcs 

certiv qui” cm-ſe: - is Concupilſcence; the 


ie” h7.y inert Mother of all Sin and 


penit 
and will —_— the oreas in erence bebo 


ter, berwixe thoſe that ſha dwelt} in the 
embraces. of* the God'of Love to eterdity 


and thoſeehat ſhall dwett- with ever! evrieſing | 


; ff every man is what he lov 
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29% the worſt enemies ta Manky 
"to, themſelves; and we, maj 3 
>. .QuP, D108 25 the delice: oL our 


emaktunderftand, 
jaſterh inthe 


man que7 364 b4 1 bis own 
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isinfinitelyh 230d hath the ell: on'of 
Wy ar ions by loving himſelf, & 

wealſo become happy by loving Wits with 
all our hearts and ſouls; it was" fo'ih' rhe 
ſtate of innocency, and ſoir is ſtill andever 
ſhall be, and Angels and Men are Lore 
ſerable only by departing Froapulie Tx 
of God, which was then 45 is 
expreft by qbedience. $o. that when man 
prefers any thing to God, he not only de- 
parts from-hjs dilty,- 'but.alfo from his So- 
vere B'iſs. 

tice of mans Iategricy,)God wit 
to be regarded-and loved firſt and moſt oe 
all ; ſo it. muſt be till: The, differ 
thae chen Man did it ie doypcaly and 10 
a ſapernatural nee ; he. did} 


fal 2 res arid Fn5-y 
peri ah a he Bader eters 


fore our Blefſed Saviour requires it-arthe 


very entrance of his School, as a 
= valification to all that willbe his Diſciples; 
t they ſhould deny themſelves; and 
all things in compatiſon of itn, Tſubly m 
will come after me, ler bins Ueny "him 
2ake up his Croſs dgily and mo 
"if an) man come to me,'and ly 


end Mother, riqptertipernetretyrlry meh Y ; 


thers 
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% 
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thers and Sifters, ae alſo, be can-. 
nor-be my Diſciple, Luk, 9. 23+ 14: 26. that 
is; he TT = Lowe: Jeſ#5; and be owned 
by him, muſt things give him the, 
re-emLuenee ; reliaquiſh hisnatural 
ach efires, deny his.0 own will;chat he may yeild 
an humble obedience to God ; he muſt for- 
fake all things 'that .come in competition 
with him; pdeven part wich his deareſt. 
Baia. and his. own Life, (as though he 
ratherchan commit what God 


hapnlahew) 8 or diſclaim. what he would 
hana us. poſe zthis: Sclf-abnegation, this 
Self-crucixionls- . Nile" ſatis ſe dili- 
" oy of - Self- barred mM 
bs the A ors. POP 


think ; but che great- wh ſrumnwton 


eſt kindneſs we ,- ſhew to our ſelves or 
others : for 'tis anly the way whereby to 
bore 404 lives comfortable here, and eter- 
inthe world to come z and in 
_ abs more hard and |eſsadvancagious 
we. woigya Qiſe Self-denial, of our. free choice. 
e therefore-that cuts off -one of his 
Looks hates not. himſelf, but ſeeks the pre- | 
ſervation of his Body ; and he that caſts. his* 
$ over-board, hates them not, but pre- 
ers his fafety to them; ſo in this caſe, he 
Athac purts with his Earthly enzoyments: 
hates chem not, but prefers Heavea to this 
f Farth ; he that loſeth = preſent life _ 
F 


5$*The Reformed Aiaipuſt ty 3 Or," 
le not; "but*loves"Prernal” life beyond ft; 
ahd'he thar'forfakes his Friends.or Patents 
ro/follow his Saviour itt the-diſcharge 0f2 
good Conſcience hates theth nor, but ſeeks 
ce win them to their happineſs, by prefer- 
ring his God/and his Salvation to their yn- 
juſt dcfires. ln this caſe the Promiſe is veri- 
fied, thathe char perts with any thing for 
Cheifts ſake, receives an" hutjdredfold/ir 
compenſation.; and hetha loſethy his fe, 
certainlyfinds it; therefore Macon Rin 
dred and our own lives, is otherwiſe 'ex- . 
preft in S. Marthew; He that: Tron F ather 
0n\Mother more than me, is not wortbyof me 8c; 
Mat, 10, 37- As: much asto' fey, rhaticis . 
anly-cequired, that the Love of God ſhould 
be predominant ; that Jeſus ſhoyld be dea- 
- Fer £9 us than all perſons whatever ; and 
that#n rhe firſt place, weſhould love God 
with all our minds, with all oor ftrength, 
| £1 - and withell ourſouls: 
1 R&ff8- novit 'vi- for then afrerwards 
vere, qui rec nevir the love of our ſelves 
ama: Aug. and others beige: - 


Same regular nnd. innocent, 


_nacalae9rq9$*KcS.co as _y'* v- 
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f 
f—ITER all Ver- 


Felt : nie are the product of Love 
on the right . 
And advantagious, . as 


RrOWrnib Me ug of Divine Loye 1 15 ſo 
grea5, to tranicendetit, that it alone 15 ac-- 


cepted -L.. PR aC- 
cognt, and all other Srng « $a ate fi- 


rhiags for. its ſake ;a 'der pureſt 
Faith fir _ enough non pr 
td . work. Miracles, 1 Cor. 13» 
Alms the: moſt exocn- 
five, aqdeven.the Hames of Marty dom pro-- | 
fic n6 without Love, as S$. Paul ce 

MW «th ; Love it'is.that makes all good works-- 

t mericopious a ch; b:lt ſenſe; Love ifis that ©" 
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l ra- 
| 's Love tet rode all goo 
are . 


” 
works and virtues, as. | 
Love is che diſcharge of ole "whole duty, 
the fulfilling of the Taw, fairh S. Pexi, Rom. 
1 3. 10. Love 15 that grace which renews and 
ſanQifies our natures oal-ys ver ; 
x3 * ateſt, 
Units Spirits moſt of 
continet omnia, God ; iris even the Di- 
| Serm. Pent. - vine Spirit, who unites 
—_ Donum eft $p. all log within the 
F Sanftus in quo nobis bonds” of Love and 
onmia bons dantur. Unity, Gich, $. Augu- 
©, - * fline, and with whom 
all things are ever given. Divines 
reach, that the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from 
the Father and the Soni by way. of Love; 
wherefore he 1s called, nexus amoris quocon- 
jungitur Pater cum Fils, @& Filius cum P4- 
re ; that is, inthe Language of the Church, 
10 the Unity of 
Charitas que Pa- the fame Spirit, + the 
ter diligit  Filium Father andthe Son hye 
& Filizs Patrem, and reign evermore ; 
que eſt Sp. Sanftis, or,as S. Auguſtine ex- 
7n effabilem commu- preſleth it, The love 
rionem amorum de- wherewith the Father 
maonſtrat. De Trin. ' and the Son love mu- 
t,rx. tually is the Holy Spi- 


=> rite, and repreſents beſt 
| d) \ the 


re 


bes 1+ rarer nrmey en 
| ».w we 
joyned | 'xnto-/ one; — 
united to ; therefore..in our hokdivlg 
pre paryy omg jw mrs hols | 
manded to Vniig:. ; Spirizm. 
the bond of Peace, Epheſ. 4. 3- and wearer 
taught, that the Love Kee is ſhed abroad 
in our bearts by #he Holy \ Whi n 
10 Wd, Rom, nf yho'$- 5p Sug ace our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and 
tbe ſellowſhiy ' of »the Holy Ghoſt axe all one, 
2-Cor. 13-14: (0'that:tocome tothe high- 
eft pitch, and finiſh the Elogium of Love, 
we may ſay with S.. Jobn, that God i Laye, 
and then we haveſaid zi God is Love, an 
. be thardwelleth in"'Love, dwrtteth in Gad, and 
Ged in bim, t John 4- 16. that is, God is an 
abyſs of Love and Goodneſs; :byi love" he 
gives hitnſelf ro us, and by-lJove wegive up 
our ſelves to him, y" 
and are transformed Dew cheritar oft; 
into 'him. - Wonder brevis law, - Jed 
noe therefore, if the | laws : brevis 
effefts of 'Love are ſo drains & mag- 


Y glorious and wonder- ns minreveiu, Os. 


'when if proceeds 
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"Wien .mmediagely; _/. from: 
Ep. Johan. - © God, and is ahans 


* Þ- ?17 4 


agiio = ticks grads 
TEN 
'w :1t 
oe hr: and pr mers 7 


.of::ahe: inobleft>of lyuna 
/ natural -love; - that power al Par 
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al nill it hagh gined it-" 
—__ cngh che prop *xties of Love ig ge- 
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avs, chan they: can be 'by diſzajrſe, ;' yer 
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ſux” ogo ſentio amo- thing .of- tham-- "Th e, 
rem Dei ; & qui fieſt-whereat is, That 
Love always embro- 

| ceth what 15 $909, £1- 
ther 1n truth» or; ap- 
Prarnnce ; for Mans Tnclinations Wella} 


thedſams, as they: were in the ſtare 
nOGBace ; tho mich degnvo we wr: | 
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and-being-poſleſt,- will make us perfely 
3 and that is God alonedit {5 che Me- 
'$. Avenſtine, ©. Thou mait-(eek 

ic kiFiagonet, 3 not: abtain them. 


<peoryhey mai _ 


< on Pleaſures 5 
** have many —_— 
5, but our God, the 


*geficed; me, and ob- 
6. © enined 6 A __ whoever loved me, [and 
<< miſt of me > Iam with him that ſeeks me; 
* he hath.me alrcady that wiſh?ch for;me z 
« and he ther loyech me js ſure of me.. The 
« way to come to me is neither long. nor 
<* difficult ; - Lg wohes. me preſent to 
nv on AD, bs: 
A pro Love is. '® K 
never reſts, and is never ſariched m_y vi 
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for 
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Body, which. is the pany: ene Arete 
of: other Men, 2 Be were alwa 
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nothing to. 
yet bp woowes x" idle ;. the Tove of Ecer- 
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arms of tix jy & Verigeatice, 2nd 'open' his 
boſorti of Mey ; to For; Gal ſo le only 


b- redicedli, je. oe Ni charitable ; of 
dainty and effemivate, it fits him to'be 2 
Martyr. No habits ept 1 rooted, 


_ The Leve of Jeſus; . 7 69 


is es, hi i ages yy honpheere 


ets, 


UE> 


its Hs the EE ne 


more obſtacles in ritas . comparerur. 
its, way, the gs Aug.,in Plal, zz4; 
its endeavours, the gab veg A its. 0 
tions, Death ſevers a man from. 
and diſunites what ſeems i le : 
alſo.rakes the Lovers Soul from him, am 
unites.it to the beloved, ſo. that he lives 
more in, what. he loves. than, in himſelf; 
Love is a8 flrong as, Death. Death 

the greaceſt Sinners, Or At le 
from finging at all, 2ny; lo 
Love, it certainly 208 
moſion ing Sins,it 'villoorln 


ve God, We can tan 
byjas byte rt ang 
j09. 6p 


Agr 
wee "i Pk 
remedy; ol bath noo, here 
PE tes Dex hath nov ing can bet- 
- ter expreſs els. the irrefiſtible power of Jove, 
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i a ſemen af Sinful Ocfres. . 


, alaenthen : day, now that z#be 
war gr ftreins, binds thee to fulfil c 

are beft-preſerved by that which 

4etgor them Being. And now thy ms» 


ing good /thar. Ripulation,' 'thy- part of 
that gracious Ns ' thou-are 
ro Chriſt; that. 'to the , | 
- of that Sigd of the -Croſs, when 
cawaupor ery ares 
- / | -F 
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' not; be aſhamed 
ER { La ryan 
ON How 

bis faith- 

Jo an ty tvs end 


; departing | 
Fork rhe 2 amendment. -- 
chem cherefore and forſake them;-theſe 
, Enemies of thy Saviour, of:thy' Love and. 
of thy” Happineſs. Ler thy Soul full of 
the love 0 thus meditate, and re 
ſolve and expres thy devout affections ©. 
"I chat died hay Wine &: 
© The love of Joſe hath prevailed ; 16nd 
heart wounded'; I can no longer re reli -/ 
the charms of his love; he hath woed mM 
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ſo long, and with ſo much kindneſs, thac 
now-my heart is hisz- 1 wil love him, be- 
cauſe be firſt loved me. | Now: it repenteth 
me chat ever Whig xy, Suit,th2revert 
was unkind to. him z it grieved me thac 
ever 1 countenanced and preferred his R1- 
vals, the luſts of Senſualiry, Coverouſneſs, 
and Pride, which | renounced in my Bap- 
tiſm ; I will now exclude them wholly. 
This isthefirft mark Jeſus ſhall receive of 
my fincere affeftion to him, that 1 wil] en- 
tertain nor careſs no longer thoſe his Ene- 
mies: with whom 1 have had an uohappy 
intelligence for too long a time; hence- 
forth, 1f they come near me, I will endea- 
vour_to drive them away ; if chey come 
after me, 1 will flee ; if they perſevere in 
their attempts they ſhall get nothing elſe, 
but ſhame and denials. - Away from me 
then ye wicked Spirits, with all your tem 
pting Allurements, worldly Vanities, de 
ceitful Riches, ſenſual Pleaſures ; - 1 re- 
member that. I renounced yon all,-when 
ficſt 1 gave up my name to Jeſ#s, when = 
he firſt an to ſhew and ſeal his Love. ©: 
to me, and toengage mine, I then renouns © 
ced the Devil and all bis work} the vain > 
> ar whoa wad; 7. , 
efares of 1he , and the carnal deftres of 
= be fleſh. - I now Ke run my. -en- 


gagements, and grieve that 1 have nor kept 
E them ; 
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them ; and therefore will hate you the 
more, that you made me-fcrget my pro- 
miſes, and break my holy. Vows. . Now 
Will I be revenged of you, ye. proud 'and 
amhicious deſigns, luſttul thoughts, greedy 
defices of wealth, I will now kilt and cru- 
Cifie you. Henceforth it-ſhall be my hc- 
nour, that I am a Servant of Jeſu ; it ſhall 
be my delight and pleaſure, that I am 2 
lover of Jeſws ; and it ſhall be my wealth, 
that heis mine as I am his. Jeſs hath 
done ard (uff.red much to declare his love, 
and to dzſerve mine ; he hath come down 
from H.2ven, and humbled himſelf comy 


me2n ani low condition ; he hath lived. 


poor and deſpiſed; he hath been sMied 
and perſecuted ; he hathdied for me; Here- 
by I knew that he loves. me, tecauſe be laid 
down his liſe for me, but ye his unworthy 
Rivals never gave meany aſſurance of your 
afﬀfeQion, never did or ſuffered any thing 
"for m:. Jeſs expoſed himſelf to ſhime, 
thac | might become glorious, endured 
painsthat I might have pleaſure; he be- 
came poor that I might be enriched ; Bur 
Cayetouſneſs offers me Riches to pierce 
me through with many forrows ; Luft en- 
 ticetn me to Wound me, when | have con- 
ſenzed to it ; and Pride-promHeth me Ho- 
nours, to cumber me and expoſe me to 
Eqvy, Jeſs 15 iofinitely loyely, he 1s all 


Per» 
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Perfe&ion and Googneſs ; and he defires 
to beloved, not for any advan of 'his' 
own, but to make his Lovers efitifely dtd' 
eternally happy :' Bur'you painted'Idvls of* 
abuſed Mortals, are ifi'your ſelves *nJd: 
ever loathfom; th at a great" 2 
ye may ſeem ſomewhat far; yee nearer 
hand ye are-nothing bur deformity j 'yeal-4 
ways prove vainand vexatious ; ye feek® _ 
to enter Mens hearts, only cotyrannizeande 
torment them, -and betray thew ro eternbl- 
ſorrows. Jeſus is & true and conſtantJover; + 

he ever owns his Friends; he never fails© 
them that love him, he helps them-in their + 
diſtreſſes, he comforts them in their ſor- / 
rows, and when they die he Rands by them? 

But ye temporal deceitful pleaſhres are 
falſe--and 'inconftant; ye forſake., your 
F:tends in the greateſt need,ye flatter them ©- 
for x few Summer days, while the" Sun" 
ſhines kindly upon them ; button -the'p;>"* 
gors of Winter, when an ks chaoct 1 
ſtorm ariſerth you are gone,your leaveithaty ? 

to die comfortleſs ; they carry nothing of 

you when they go from hence, but the 
bit:er remembrance of your treacherouf- 

n:{:. Feſw -is a moſt gratefull. Lover, he 

ever returrs love for love ; he is ever 
found of them that ſeek him, to them 

that defire him he ever gives himſelf; 
every true Lover * 1s ſure to Joy 
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him : But you worldly Enjoyments are ge- 
nerally moſt unkind to your moſt balls 


nate Lovers; ye fie ing them that run 
after you, ye grieve vex your great- 
eſt admirers, ye are-ever uncertain, falſe 
and; ungrateful ; I will therefore never 
Jove you again ; nay, I reſolve to hate-and 
p<riccute you ; to mortifie .agd watch 


againſt my Luſts, wy Pride aud Covetous 


defires. But Jeſus ſhall reiga in my. hone 
him:will Llove, him will 1-ſerve,him will 
I endeavourto. pleaſe iq.all things; 1 will 
be wholly his, therefore I renounce all 
friendſhip with, you! that are his Enemies. 
There can be no agreement berwixt the 
Holy Jeſs and this fintull World ; If any 


men leve the world, the love of the Father 

# not in him, 1 John 2. 15. Lord, we be- 

ſeech thee grant 1by feople grace to withſtand 
e 


| World, the Fleſh, and 
#be Devil, and with pure hearts and minds 
re - follow thee the only God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


- 
YU 
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C HA P; XXU. 


That the love of Jeſus, and the loue of Sin can 
never conſiſt rogerber. 


AUrther conſider, O my Soul, that Jeſus 
(my Bleſſed Maſter) is the Prince of 
Purity, he "will never abide in the {ame 
heart with Intemperance and with-fleſhly 
luſts. He is meek and lowly, Pride cannot 
follow him. By works of mercy and Cha- , 
rity he calls us to the poſſeflion of Heavenly 
treaſures, therefore greedy Worldly-mio- 
dedneſscan never entertain nor prefer his 
promiſe. Luft, Pride, Covetouſnefs can ne- 
ver abide with the love of Chrift, they can 
never be reconciled, 7efiws 2nd they aremor-. 
te] Enzmies. Mortal I may call them, be- 
cauſe they were his murtherers, or- rather, 
becauſe he dird eo pur them to death ; 
We were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
a filver and gold, from our vain-conver(ation : 
but with-tbe precious Blood” of Chriſt. Teſs 
ſhed his Blood to redeem us, as well 'ffom 
the pratice and commiſhon,as from the 'pu- 
niſhment and deftrucion of Sin, or r 
of both together, ſor they are not to-be- pur 
aſunder. Moral and natural Evil ever: 
hand 1a hand, as Happineſs is inſeparable 
from Goodaets and Vertue. glefſtdare 3he 
FERRY, E 3 pure 
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pure in heart ; for without bolineſs no man 
fhail ſee Goll, St. T aul therefore ſaying, that 
Chrijt died unto ſin, that is, to take away 
»ſtv, infers fremthence, that we being baptized 
nt Chrifts deathgonr old man i. now crucified, 
that the body of Sin might be deſtroyed, that | 
henceforth we ſhould na ſerve ſin , Ren. 6, 
And $t.Peter likewiſe makes it 'the I | 
poſe, why chriſt did bear our fins ( their | 
puniſhment ) on his own body on the Tree, | 
zbat we thereby being dead-unto fir, might | 
live umo righteouſneſs, 1 Pet. 2. 24. Chuiſt | 
g£4ve himſelf for us, that he might vedtem us 
from this evil world. Gal. 1,*4. The Sm 
of God was maniſefted that be might defiro) 
the-wo-ks of the Devil 1 Joh, 3. 8. Sin'is thac 
which God: hares above all things; Sin is 
that which is moſt contrary to his nature,&: 
to our happineſs: And fo Jeſus was cruci- 
fed, that Sin might be deftroyed, he died 
rhat Sin might live no long r; and there- 
fore 1 renoucced all Sin, the Bevil and a!l 
his. works, when Jrſ#us cwned we fcr his 
. friend, wacd him for my Lo-d and 
Maſtcxthey areincomparible. their incon- 
affericy is irreconcilable ; If I ho!d 10 rhe one, 
> Fmuſt deſpiſe the -other-; If 1 love one I mult 
hate the ther , 1 will cherefore, as lam moit 
bound, and as | have promiſed, forſake Si1 
acd follow Jeſus; 1 willfight agaioſt his 
- Enemies,and fide with himageinſt my own 
Dig ba | | corrupt 


o . 


"; 
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corrupt aﬀeQions z while 1 have a being 
| will love and obey Jeſus. 


a —, 
FP _—_— 


C H A P.. XXIV. 
Of outward helps and inflruments of Love and 
"Obedience. 


A. T Ow to effec theſe good reſolutions, 

we muſt uſe means to bring our 
Hearts to a deyout and Religicus temper, 
and fo to keep/them. _ It» will not ſuffice 
that we intend well, except we perform. 
We may ſoon be diverted from our: beſt 
deſigns, cither by Temptattrans, or by the 


interruption of Worldlp buſineſs. There» 
fore the revolutions of Time, which bring 
on us the ſnares and diſturbances of thts 
life, muſt alſo bring. with them the fre- 
quent returns of our pious Exerciſ:s and 
Chriſtian dutt's. 4 

We mult often recolle& our thoughts, 
and liſten to the Divine Love of our Bleſ- 
fed Jew. We muſt entertain” our. Seuls 
with htm, renew our religious purpoſes, 
and call to mind thoſe fpecizl confiders- 
tions Which uſe to affet us meſt of all. 
We muſt often reſort to thoſe Pouthtzins 
of Grace, which God hath opened to-hifs 
Church in his public worſhip, and the 


E 4 levee 
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ſeveral! difpenſations of his Word aad $2 
craments by his Miniſters. Fo theſe we 
maſt be ſure to add 'Faſtings, Alms, and 
Prayers, than which” we can do nothing ? 
more acceptable to. God ; nothing that 
can better declaxe how much we love him, | 
2nd-how heartily we devote to. him our © 
Bodies, Souls and Eſtates. All theſe are not 
only meaas, bur dutics of Religion alſo, 
aot to be ofuitted upon any pretence what- 

ever. ; | ' : 

But now the —_—— have more of 
in2iff-rency, leſs of - neceflity in them ; bur 
yet may have a good influence upon the 
Inoner-man'; may move our aff:ions, and 
declare or increaſe our devotion, and our 
f-cerity. Such as are the conſtant reading 
of good Books ; S:t-times of Meditation 
and Mental Prayer ; the enjoyning to- our 
tclves a ft1i& ſilence for ſome convenient 
time, to b:idle our Tonguz,.and (o to uſe 
ic to diſcipline; and, as it weie,. to unſay 
and retra& inward!y by hearty Repentance 
what we have (aid amiſs. 

Sometimes like Heqekiab, to- turn our 
felves to the Wall ro movrn1n fecrer-; 1 
mean, toretire from the World, and enter 
our Cloſet, there to confer with God and 
our Souls about Eternity, and the way to a 
bleſſed one. 


Every 


The Leave Of. Teſts...” 8# 
Eyery.day.or at, leaſt once a week. to 
caſt our eyes back, and cake an account of 
our lives, eſpecially of what we have done 
figce our laſt Examen; that we may re- 
pent and re&tifie our Follies, renew our 
good Reſolutions, and increaſe our diligence - 
and our Care, 

In our -Adorations and Penitential Pray- 
ers, to caſt" our- ſclves on the ground : 
with the- humbleſt ' proſtratioo ; to bold - - 
our hands like Criminals bound, ſupplica- 
ting before the Judge z to look upto Hea- 
ven; to (mite our Breaſts ; and fo excite * 
our zealand contrition. - | 

Someare much affe&ed with watching, 
with viſible repreſentations; the ſighe of 
a-dyiong man, and ſuch Inſtructions ard ' 


Mementoes as enter the Soul by the eyes, 
which being, the- | 

quickeſt and moſt ap- Segnius irritant* 

—_— ſenſe we animes demiſſa fer 
ave, conveys its ob- aures. 

jets to the mind Quam que ſint - 
with the greater force oculs ſubjetta fide- 


and make the deeper libus, & que. 
impreſſion. Ioſe fibi tradit 
Here in my firſt Edi- ſpefator-- 
tion I had mentioned p 
the making on. our ſclyes the. fign of the 
Croſs, which could not eſcape being tax'd 
of. Popery dy ſome, that, call by that name. 
| | E s every; 
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every thing they diflike. Iſhould not bz 
much concerned at the charge, but that 
I find Popery is made a thing too ancient 
and'too Innocent, and ſo-miſtaken. Ic hath | 
indeed abuſed that- primitive Ceremony, 
and made it ſubſervient to Superſticion ; 
but: the right uſe of it is not therefore. | 
uohawfull, ' Thoſe zealous and holy Chri- ? 
ſtians in the firſt Ages, who frequently | 
ſigned themſelves with that Sacred Sign, 
\ Intended ir'as a tacic Invocation of the 
name of Chriſt; 2s an outward profeſſion, 
that they owned him for their Lord and 
Szvjour ; and as a fignature to rchemfelves, 
that they were devoted to his ſervice, and 
ready to die for his ſake. | 
I might product and plead their reaſons 
and example; -the Cuſtom of our Church, ; 
and its zoth Canon, but that 1 would per- 
ſwade no'man to a Rite ſo indifferent. If 
ry will reiterate it on themſelves, where 
they give no offence,to the ſame purpoſe 15 
is was intended, when they were made 
Chriſtians, In tcken that they will not be- 
ye 10 profiſs the Faith of Chrift eruci- 
, Oe, I ſhall not condemn him; and I 
thall-in_no wiſe quarrel with ther char 
omir it. If we ſincerely love our Diyine 
Maſter, and are faithful and obedient to. 
him, it is 00 great «matter what outWard 
racans and inftruments we uſe, _ 
- 
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But yet experience; and" the approbe- 


tion fof the beſt -of 'men, have reccmitien- 


ded theſe I have now. mentioned, os niday 
ways. uſeful and profitable. They, art 
others of the like nature, and Church Ce- 


. remonies, are ſaid by Calvin, to afſift ogy 


infirmizies, 10: increaſe our devotion, and 10 
make Religiom-more ſolemn and more vene- 
ra>le. In{t.l:4. c:10.S. 18, & 31. 

$0 the great:Duties. be: ſecured, theſe 
are indifferent, and may vary according to 
circumitarces ; but 'yet they are rot uſe- 
leſs, nor" totally \to- bei rejefted. Thoſe - 
outward rites and-a@ions have an influence 
upon our hearts; they not-*only expreſs- 
our inward Piety, but they: increaſe it. 
Though they proceed - 
from the affeFHoms, 1hty _- quomodo, | 
re-a upin them (as cum hs moties cor- 
St. Auguſtine faith) poris fieri, niſt' he- 
they augment that fer- tu animi praceden+ 
vour which at firſt pro- te non poſſi, iiſdem 
duced cham. riſi exterivu vi- 

Ando faid a Blef- fibilitur ſat, ille 
ſed Martys of cur i1rerior- inviſtbilis 
Church, that tbe qui eos fecit, augen- 
inward worſhip of God "mar. Aug. 
while we tive in ber xt 


' Fody, needs externtl belys, and "all linte 


—__ ins any vigour. 
' Theſe voluntary obſervations ſhould not 


lead-; 
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lead them: to+ ſeruple or cenſoriouſneſs, 
that are pleaſed to'uſe*them ; and ſhould 
not be clamoured agaidft by others .indif- 
creetly. and uncharitably ;-for- in them- 
ſelves they are adminiculs pietatie, hand- 
maids to devotion and holy contrition, 
And they that Know themſelves are ſen- 
ſible, that they want all poſlible helps to 
ftir them -up. and telieve their dulgefs. 
When- our underſtandings are convinced 

- We have not quite done, means muſt be 
uſed alfo to #:& the fancy, and to engage 
the aff:ions, Ard be bad need be very ſure 
of bis flrength, that refuſeth tbe aſſiftance of 
41 Anxiljaries.. 


—_—__ ——_—_—_— 
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C'H A P.. XXV.. 


A: paſſtonate . Meditation on the Paſſion of dur 
Bleſſed Saviour. 


F 7 Love is crucified, (aid that loving 
Y JL and holy Martyr Jenatizs, declaring 
how. eatneſtly he wiſhed to die for Jeſus 
| ſo, conſidering 
the Paſſion of Jeſws, 
- I meditate with him ; 
; My. Love » is. crucified, 
.my dearcſt Saviour 
dies in moſt. bitter 
| Pans ; 
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pains; he hath been rudely- bound 'and - 
drag'd from place to place ; he hath been 
ſtript, tied to- a Poſt, and whipt- like a 
vile flave; he hath been buffeted and- ca- 
ned; and abuſed with all manner of con« 
tumelies ; and now I ſee him-crowned with 
Thorns, all.over ſpite and Blogd-T fee +. 
him ftretched upon the Croſs; where his 
Hands and his Feet are nailed ; his Head 
hangs down; 1 read in his pale Face and 
his weeping Eyes, the extremity of his . 
pain, the anguiſh of his wounded Soul. 
Lord, art thou ne 
whom my Soul lov- O 'Demine Jeſu 
eth > art thou my- Chrifle; 6+ intelli- 
deareft wah "were it gentia quam mibi - 
my Father, my Bro- dedifti uti vellem 
ther, my Friend, os ficut deberem, cor- 
my | Benefator that nerem manifeſte, 
ſhould. ſuffer this un-- quo modo, imo quem 
deſervedly, how weuld: fine modo; 4- me 
I pity them! but | creature tu amari 
ſhould they ſuffer this merueris, qui prior - 
upoa my. | accounty dilexiſti me; 1an- 
Lord, I could not -oat- tw & tantur, & 
live ſuch a fight! if - gratis rantillum, & = 
nothing elſe, 'Love- ralem, &  ingra- 
wouldcertainlywound tum. Idior. 
my Soul co-deatb. But £2299" 
behold ic 41s ſo; this crucified; this dying 
man is my Facher,he gave me my beiogy he 
| " 
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is. my Brother, he came down -from Hea- 
ven and-took. human fleſh that. he mighe 
have that relation to we z he 11s my Friend, 
he lays dowtt his life to ſave: mine z''he 15 
my greateſt: BenefaQor, from him 1 re- 
ceiveall I have; all the Bleſſings, the good 
things 1 enjoy L owe to his kindneſs, 

But- now my Soul, ſuppoſe that frem 
his Croſs thou ſhouldſt hear him thus ex- 
\preſling his love, and beſpeaking thine. 
*Chriflian, deare@t Chriſtian, for whom 
«* here 1 die, confider ſeriouſly, imprint 
«jr in thine heare, what in my words, 
« what in my myſteries thou readeſt of my 
« ſufftring for thee, conſider who I am, 
« what 1 endure; andto what end. 1 am 
&« the Eternal Son of God, whom the An- 
<< pels adore : I became Man, to make thee 
«partaker of the Divine Nature; lamin- 
<« finitely rich,the whole univerſe is tine : 
« I became thus deftitute of ajl things to 
< purchaſe true Riches for thee ; 1 am of 
- 4. an Almighty Power, the whole World 
© was nd ſubfifts by me: I am now 
+ weak-to make thee: ſtrong, I am over- 

'«* come of mine Enemics to:make thee con- 
© quer-thine; I-am crowned with glory, 
* and cloathed with Majeſty: I now wear 
© theſe Thorns, andam. beeome naked, to 
<cloarh thee with robes of Righteouſneſs, 
* and Grown thee with a Royal Binder} 


—— —” = 
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<« I ar the inexhauſtible Fountajn af Joy 
« and Happinels, ; I now endure forrows 
« and mileries, to make thee joyful and 
<« happy; I am iofinicely pure and, inno- 
&© cent. 1 am become a Sacrifice for fin, 
© to merit thy pardon,and to ſanQike and 
© make thee holy ; Ll am the Author. of 
« life, the firſt and the laſt. 1 now. die to 
« make thee live for ever; nothing but 
4 love moves me thus to. ſuffer for thee, 
© 2nd nothing but love I require, for. it. 
*« Deareſt Soul, thy figs are more-grievous 
* to me than my wounds, add not{orrow 


© to my ſorrow, by remaining impeni- 


© rent ; deny not this requelt to thy dying 
« bleeding Saviour, Pe 

« that thou woutdſt Aſpice ſerve Deizſic 
<« morcifis thy luſts, me e Fudeus. 
«© and forſake thy fns,; ce mortalis,pro 
« all that is paſt 1 te datur boſtia talis. 
« heartily forgive, if - Aſpice devete,quo- 
* thou becomeſt a true  n#2 ſic pendeo pro te, 
« penitent. I freely Antroitum  wia 
© give my ſelf for reddo tibi, redde- 
«thee, and beg, that wibi te. 

* thou would give 
<« thy ſelf to me. 

To this, O- my 
Seul, with the greaceR- 
love and wonder thou 
maift - thus reply. 
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What ſhall 1 ſay now;deareft Lord 2 Words 
cannot anſwer thee. - I am amazed, Iam - 
aſtoniſhed; I know not how to ſpeak, m 
rongue cannot expreſs what my heart feels. 
Lord, I will ſay nothing! 1 will anſwer 
with fighs and fears, with devout affeRions, 
by reſigning and giving up my Body and 
Soul co thee. Twill anſwer by obedience, 
by aQions ; bynow falling to work tore- _ 
form my life, to mortifie my ſinful luſts, to - 
cut off the members of the body of fin. 
Sweeteſt Jeſu, t will love thee with: all 
the affeRtions my heart can entertain ; no - 
boſom fin ſhall be ſo dear tome, but for 
thy ſake I will heartily part with I: ; no - 
luft ſhall be ſo pleaſing, but I will kill ic 


at thy requeſt 2nd command; even my na- 


tural defires and inclinations will 1 glad! 
deny, when they come in competition'wwith - 
that duty and love I owe, and ever will 
pay my deareſt Jeſas. Sweeteſt Lord ic 
was I had deſerved to be ſmitten, to be co- 
vered with ſhame, to be deprived of life : 
And thou ſuffereſt all theſe forme; for me 
vile wretch ; for me my Lord ; 'was it for 
- me? O where ſha)l 1 find ſuch another 
Friend ON _ _ ſhall I do, to re- 
uite thy kindneſs and mercy ! I can give 
thee nothing but love and thanks; and'thac 
will 1 do. O my Bleffed Lord, who was 
(per upon ; I humbly worſhip thee. pr 
'Waſt . 


4 a ett of 
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waſt ceviled like a vile ſive ; I praiſe thee, 
and own my ſelf thy Servant. The Jews 
refuſed thee for their King ; bur thou art 
wine, thou art my Bleſſed Mater, - 1 care 
not whzt becomes of me here, ſo I may 
come to Bleſs and adore thee for eyer! Lori 
if their is2 place where thou art'not loyed 
and ifed, let me never come 1nto it. 
Afliſt me deateſt Lord, ler no pleaſure or 
pain, nofear or hope, . no profit or loſs, no 
temprations within or without, ever make 
= hee.O ye Spirits end Souls of the 
Righteous, Praiſe ye the Lord, praile bim and 
maegnifie him for ever | O'that | could but 
joyn with you, to-expreſs worthnly my 
thanks and gratitude! O that all the world 
wou'd-joyn with me to praiſe and glorifie 
the Lord that died for us ! Blefſed Jeſus, 
cleanſe the 1houghts of our hearts, by the. injpi- 
ration of th) Holy Spirit, 1hat we may perfetfly - 

leve-thee,and worthily magnifie thy holy Name, 
now and for evermore. - Amen. 


———————— 


CHAP. YXVI. 


Of a fincere Amendment, which muſt be 
s wrought by proper means, 
Ut fickle and unhappy Creatures that 


we are, we often promiſe-well, bur 
'* oP ſeldom. 


90 The Reformed /donaſtery ; Or 


pl 

ſeldom ſtand to our engagements ;-0uP re- 
ſolucions are good, and our performances 
very defeRQive ; -The ſpirit is willing, but 
the fleſh is weth, | muſt not thercfore, 
O my Soul, reſt... ia gencrals, but-L- muſt 
reſolve more. eſpecially againſt theſe. ſins 
Tam inclined to. ;..and not oply- againſt 
theng=but alſo upon the means, whereby 
[ may overcome and, mortifie thems as a- 
voiding the occaſions and enticements, in- 
fliting on .my ſelf Tuch ſeverities-as may 
be proper. remedies,. and tyiog my. ſelf-to 
fuch pious. Exerciſes as I know will drive 
away the temptation.  TaforGakemy fins, 
is.not to. forbear druakeneſs, when perhaps 
I am not-anclined eo it; ;-. Or -t0-avoid 
Swearing, whea I look upon it as 2n uo- 
pleaſing and unprofitable. fin ;. or-to- hate 
Covyetoufaeſs, when by nature 1 am liberal : 
But knowing what fia-pleaſeth me moſt, 
what vice my temper inclines me to,-and 
what temptation is moſt ſtrongand impor- 
tunate upon me, by my Calling or. my 
Company, 2giinſt that to fortifie my ſelf, 
and employ the utmoſt of my ſtrength ; a- 
g31o!t that to watch and pray, and uſc fin- 
cre and earneſt endzavours. To forſake 
my fios, is not to ſay, Ll will forſike them. 
Some Men, when they are called upon by 
fear, adv<rfity, or the ſecret voice of (Grd 
within them,are forward enough to engage 


with 
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with the Elder Brother in the Geſj-<]; Lord 
I will go and work in thy Vineyard 3 but chezr 
hot z-aland haſty promiſe ſoon decays 10- 
to negligence, and at laſt into a cold-dent- 
21. Though | reſolve againſt my nacural 
corruptions never ſo-ſertouſly, thati will 
not ſubdue them, 'without I uſe proper 
means for it ; t9 rake up» my Croſs and fallow 
Chriſt, "to ferſake ail for him, to deny my ſelf, 
to take the kingdom of Heaven by force, #0 cue 
of my right hand, «nd pluck out my eyes when 
| they offend, is more than barely to reſolve, 
ve and promiſe high and proceed no- further. 


F, They that are:Chrifts have (not only verbally 
DS renounced, but aQually ) crucified tbe fleſh, 
d with 1be'affetioms and lufts, Gal. 5. 24. 
X therefore now 1 have given up my ſelf ro 
? Chriift-2nd defire-to be his; I muſt pray 


: heartily, and watch diligently againit my 
| ſtas, thoſe eſpecially.thar are moſt plea 
and cuſtomary to me; 1 muſt, like St.Pax/, 
not fight in the air 2gainſt generals, but keep 
under my body, be temperate in all +bings, and 
ſt; ive cro-the vtmolt for the .incorruptible 
Crown; 1 muſt uſe that violence to my ſelf, 
ſuch harſh applications; acts of penance 
and-mortification, of my own or the Sptrt- 
tual Phyſicians appointment, asare fit and 
requiſite to cure my diftemper, to expel 
or reform- that evil inclination which is 
inconſiſtent with my love to: Jeſus. : 
0 
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To that end it will be very uſefull fre- 
quently to meditate on the Paſſhon of 
Chrift, the day of our change, our app=a- 
rance 10 Judgment, the joys of Heaven, 
the torments of Hell, and the amazing 
conſideration of Ecerniity ; and I am per- 
fwaded, that ic would be an excellent in- 
ftrument of Reformation, and very ulſe- 
ful in many caſes, to _ the Spirtual 
Judge and Phyfician with the diftempers 
of our Souls and the ſtate of our Conſci- 
- Ence. But whatever means we uſe for our 
amendment, we muſt be face that they be 
 eff:Rual. And as he that would cure a na- 


tural Evil, - applies 2 wht: 6 _ 
ene; fo- 


where a weaker is found i 
muft he that would cure the ſpirituai di- 
ſeaſes of his Soul, till uſe ſtronger appli- 
cations; boggle at nothing chat may 
be requiſite to eſcape his danger arid re- 
cover his health. But be fare we really 
defire to be healcd, for then al}thtngs con- 
ducipg- to that end, will be welcome and 
acceptable. : Sj defideras; vis brovie eft & 
ſucvi: ſi negligis.longa eft & laboriefs. Eve- 
ry man that ſtriveth for the maſtery # tempe- 
rate in all 1bings; now they do'it to-0btain.4 
ibie Crown, but we an incorruptible. 
He that would vaoquiſh his Antagonift, 
was in the firſt pl-c* to vanquiſh him- 


GE, ro-endure_ hardſhip and ſeverity, 
C1 Wig. 
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-uſe all endeavours for the victory, for a 
fading Garland z ſo he that will overcome 
his lufts, and \maſter-/ himſelf, and obtain 


that heavenly. Crown which never fadeth, - 
muſt. uſe *great induſtry, many arts, 
means that: can conduce to tharend. 


_— 


CH A:P. XXVIL 


the beft Inflrument of Self-Reformation ; 
= ny pit} pr bearty 
Contition. 


UT the voluminous direQions of 
Caſuifts and Gonfcloniſts cannot 
reach all caſes and all particulars - to 
ſhorten our labour therefore, let the Love 
of Jeſus do the work of Self-reformation, 
and 1t will be ſooneſt and beſt done. Love 
will find out the moſt effeAual means for 
the extermination of our fins, and Love 
will uſe them to the beſt purpoſe. Cer- 
tain it is, that Love jn all 1 ſets 
men upon adts of Selt-denial ; as great Ge- 
nerals and many more, who forego the 
peaceable enjoyment of the comforts they 
might have at home, and e&poſe them- 
ſelves to dangers, becaufe chey love Ho- 
nour ; Merchants who forſake their dear- 
cf Relations, and run through many 
great 
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great | troubles' and perils, becauſe they 
love Gain; and the mofe generous love 
of Friendſhip, which hath cauſed many to 
chuſe great inconveniences, and even death 
to ſerve their Friends : And therefore cer- 
rain it is alſo that the Love of Feſws will 
make his yoke, and even his Croſs cafie; 
will make us deny our (:lves anJ forbear 
what diſpleaſeth him, though otherwiſe 
pleaſing to us. * That men might be 
« without - excuſe, God: hath tnade a ſhore 


« work upon the Earth: (fair St. Aug.) b 
pon ging y 


, * contra Im- 
Vt nemo babeat ©menfity into the nar- 
excuſationem in die © row dimenſions of 
judicii voluir Dew, *© Man, he hath ab- 
ficut ſcriptum eff; © breviated his Do- 
conſummare & ab- © Qrine, and our task. 
breviare verbum ſu- Jeſus is the Center 
per terram, Aug de and the ſum -of our 
Do&R.Chriftiana,]. Faich and Religion, 
I, C. Is and the love'of Jeſus 
. - ts the content: of our 
duty. I bave determined ( faich St: Pau!) not 
to know any thing among you'(ave Jeſus Chriſt 
and him crucified : and, we preach Chriſt 
crucified, to the Jews 4 ſtumbling b oc and 
ro the Greeks fooliſhneſs ;- but to rhem that ave 
called, Chrift 1be power of God, and the wiſ- 
dom of God, 1 Cor. 2. 2. and 1. 24. that-is, 
in whom God fully reveals his will, and 
| gives 
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gives us ful power to fulfil it. Therefore 
(faith the- Apoſtle) God forhid that T ſhould 
gory, ſave" im "the Croſs. of Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord ';, by whom 'the world 's crucified unto 
me, and T'unrothe wortil,, Gal. 6. 14. T 
knowledge ang love of Jeſws, our Cruci- 
fied Saviourjis the moſt proper means to 
teach us our duty, the greateſt motive to 
undertake it, and the beft inftrument* co 
perform and' effeft Ic withal; it will kill. 
our luſts, crucifie the members. of the body 
of fin, and carry us throvgh the labours 
and difficulties of. Penitence and fincere 
amendment ;' It' will be” the fulfilling of 
Repentance, as it is the fulfilling of the Law. 
For, as Love 1s ſtrong to ayercome ſtrong 
enemies, to kill the greateſt fins; ſo isir 
wiſe and-quick-fighred to fee. and co find 
out the leaf A loving Friend will not only 
not flander and defame his Friend, nor rob, 
or ſtrike, or- murther him ; bur will for- 
bear a}l words and ations, which mighe 
bring him the leaſt grief or inconvenience ; 
Love will not only not give the greateft 
proyocations, but eyen not difoblige or dif 
pleaſe in the leaft inftances. 

And now my Sou!, 1 muft apply this 
home; and thereby examin how F8 are 
my reſolves and proteſtations ; it my love 
to Jeſus my Lord be fincere, it will nor 
only keep me from confederation m_ 
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his profeſt and greateſt Enemies, but even 
make me ſhun and forſake the moſt ſecret 
and contemptible of them: I .mean, that 
the love of Jeſus will never ſuffer me to 
entertain” any the leaſt £10; and whenever 
I find that I have beeu uohappily ſeduced 
to commit any, it will cauſe me to grieve 
and ſadlyto repent ; that 1 have diſplcaſed 
my deareſt Saviour, and wounded that 
tender love I owe him, and. profeſs ever 
to have for him, Aad indeed, ic is repor- 
ted of many devout perſons, great lovers 
of Jeſus, that they -would ſorrow and 
weep for ordinary failings, . for. ſmall 
omiſſions, more others would for 
much - greater fins.- Divine Love, like 2 
brighe burning flame, will feel 2 commo- 
tion and diſturbance by the leaſt dxop of - 
water that falls upon it ; a ſmall irregu- 
larity will be more grievous to a pious 
loyer of Jeſus, than great crimes to-ano- 
ther. Therefore he that could ſay, the love 
of Chrift conflreineth u«, would alſo highly 

| and groan under the ſenſe of 
our unavoidable imperfe&ion ; O wretched 
Man that T am, who ſhall deliver me rr 

the body of this Death > Rom. 7, 24. Nothi 

will e.us more ſ{cofible of our le 
and moſt common. fins, than the love of 
Jeſus ; ce Wil make us angry at and. impa- 
tient 
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tient of chem,” and earneſt and ſevere in 

reformirg ofthem.; : 
Now therefore; as I profeſs my (elf 2 fin- 
cere and- affetionase- loycr of Jeſus, I 2m 
obliged to undo, ' as mitich as may. be, 
what I have done amiſs, and to do it no 
more ; this earneſtly and vigorouſly I 
muſt now- reſolve, and - beg the Divine 
Grace and. aſſiſtance to-perform it. 1 muſt 
make amends and reſtitution to thoſe 1 
have any ways damnified in body, goods, 
or -name, and even ask their pardon for 
the injury; and then bewail my fins, 
grieve that I have oftended my Diytne and 
loving Maſter,and beg his forgiveneſs ; and 
endeavour ' by tears and contrition to 
waſh away the ſtains and ſports where- 
with my Soul is polluted, and diſpleaſeth 
the holy eyes of the Holy Jeſ#s. And fo 
to own and to love Jeſus my Maſter, 
binds upon -me all the duti-s of holy pe- 
nitence; Repentance muſt now be my 
work, and I muſt livelike a erue Penitent. 
Eſpecially orf Lenz, Fridays, and ſuch other 
times. as the Church appointed, and devout 
Chriſtians uſe for morrtification, -and more 
folemn devotion. I muſt then; and eyen 
every night call my. ways to remembrance.” 
And (b<fides thoſe greater provacations 
wherewith I have offend:d my” Lord, in 
the days of my fol.y and incoafideration) 
F [ 


- 


98 The R formed Monaſtery ;-Or, 


I ought al'o to take notice. of thoſe fins gf 
caily iycu flon Tlaſt committed, and weep 
over them 8ll, and beg for pardon ;. and 
this T (ay, eſprciallyon- Penitential days, 
For though true contrition ſhould always 
abide 1n the heart of every one th:t truly 
loves Jeſus, yet there are occsfions and pro- 
per times to bring ir forth ; when we are 
ts make it our buſineſs to ſoften our hearts, 
and take them melt into, penitent tears. 
* Which muſt be done by religious Exerci- 
ces,pious Meditations,and ſuch afts of con- 
tration 2s this. 

My deareſt Jeſus, I ewe to thy kindeſt 
Goodneſs my. bring, and all the bleſſings 
I er joy ; and 1 know that thou didſt come 
down from Heayen to die.on the Crols, 
thar I. might nce die in Hell co eternity ; 
to ſuffer a bitter and ſhameful death, that | 
might live. in , eternal Joys. Thope to ſee 
thy glorious face aneday; Thope to receive 
a Crown fromthy; gracious hands ; Thop? 
to dwell 1a thy bliisful fociety for ever. 
Neareſt Saviour, if thou were upon Earth, 
I would go all the World over to pro- 
ſtrate my ſ{&lf- before thee,” ro kiſs the 

round .thy Holy F:er ſhould tread, -to 
ES thee to, ſhew my loverand gratitude 
trhee. Deareſt Lord, I would now: joy- 
fully give up my hfe for thee ; 1 wpuld 
loſe the laſt "drop of my blood te 
: ; pleaſe 
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he pleaſe * and glorifie theez, I would dye 
wn, Tather than deny thee. W hy then, unhappy 
w wretch that am, do I offend thee,” to 
a Whom 'T owe: my "[elf., and a} that” 7 


Tp have? Why do I wound © thee by my 
wg tranſgreflions > who waſt wounded for 


- them by thy love > Why do | grieve thee, 
2 who purchaſeſt eternal Joys for me > Why 
s do 1 diſpleaſe thee, with whom 1 hope to 
0 live and dwelt and from whom'T expe& 
41 mercy and ſalvation? Why do I fin againſt 
& thee, w hom 1 love with all.my Soul > and, 
; why do not I live to thee, for whom T7 

would die? Lord, if what thou haſt done 
: and fuffered for me, be not able ro win 


my heart, what canſt-thou do more? But,O 
break and yeild this finful heart of mine? 
open the way to tears and grief > and let 
the love of thy deareſt Saviour enter; and 
All and ever poſſes thee. 


— 


CHA P. XXVIIL 


That Love will {weeren «rs well 44 produce 
the trueſt Penitence ; and that true Wiſ- 
dom, not Melancholy, is the Guide of fincene 
Penitents, | 


Gitch Conſiderations and Solilequies as 
\_J theſe will produce not only tacrrymar. 
F 2 doloris, 
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doloris,, tears: of Grief,- but, allo. lacrymas 
amoris, tears of Love and true contrition ; 
and moreover will. make pleaſant all the 
ſevenitics.of Repenrance, which are. ſo.un- 
acceptable and. ſo repugnant to- nature; 
thoſe things that would be ungratefull, as 
acts of Juſtice on our ſelves, or obe- 
cience *and ſubmiſſion to a ſevere Maſter, 
will become delightfull as a&ts of Love to 
a gracious beloved Lord, In amore © nikil 
amari, 1n Love all things are tweet -that 
2re. dene or ſuffered, for the ſake of the 
beloved, 1 ke pleaſure in-infirmitier, in re- 
proacter, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, in 
diftr:(].s for Chriſt Jake, faith S: Paul, 2 
Cor. 12. 10. that great lover of Jeſws; not 
that thoſe things are'of their own nature 
pleaſant, whether 1K &ed. by qQur ſelves 
or. others ; *twas for Chriſts (ake that he 1i- 
ked them. He hkewiſe chat by Sclf-denial 
and revenge on himſelf, exprefiing his ſor- 
row for hts fins, ſhews his-love to Jeſs, 
is certainly delighted with the moſt aMi- 
Qive of thoſe voluntary ſufferings, as they 
are expreſſions of his Love. Accordingly 
'tis aid of ſome Religious perſons, that 
their watehings and faſtings, and all the 
ſeverities to which they had tied them- 
ſelves as exerciſes of true Repentance, be- 
cams in proceſs of time {o pleafant to them 
..by the devourneſs of their affeGtions, that 


they 


- 
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Ths tne if TR: "xox: 
ha afraid of havias their paradice 
here. is-this ' Wocld;2and;conſulced their 
Spiritual guide abour+it. And certainly 
nothing Hat Love could carry "the primi- 
tive " Solitariet and ;Cenobites through that 
uneaſineſs and hardſhip they williagly un- 
dertook, and endured maoy: years, and re- 


joycediin, and would not have < n 
for pri the p 5 ar yr 19;the cilare pup 
rſw et hereby they recove- 
—_ ſecured'the favour of. Jeſu whom 
they loved, and''whoſe love they eſftemed 
more than all worldly enjoyments. © - 
Perhaps it 'will be Caid by ſome, thac 
ſuch-things are 'the effet of Melancholy, 
or a forward and milguided Zeal, not of 
eege'Piety:» But Jer ic be confi dered, that 
Nitural love” it &1f: hath done, and "ill 
doth -- wonderfull” things. - The love of 
Friendſhip, the. love 0 Luſt, the love of 
Righes and ' Ambition have fer Men upon 
c1fh-ult attempts, have made rhem 4Qef- 
piſ®- great dangers, have carried them 
through many labours and \ufferings, and 
perh1ps as: great. as the. moſt mortifizd 
Chriltian ever undertook'for Jeſus. and Bter- 
nity. This hath been and is ſtill rhe «fects 
of: Nawrat Jtove ;/ and ſure Divine Love, 
whoſe obje& is ny infinicely more excellent, 
1aay -do at -leaſt as much. 
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a diſtance ;. but oearat hand,” they appear 
as they ere indeed, mean and contemptible : 
whereas con:rartwiſe; things eternal, 25 


they ſeem ſmall:and deſpicable afar oft 4o;: 


rear at hand-they: appear great and 1m-- 
meaſe, they--oyer whelm the-mind., Hence 


it'1s, that: dying Men who are ,on-the- 
brink- of Frergicys , ar6 {amazed at. ithe” 
thoughts and near: proſpeR-of ie; ard+ ex». 


preſs great Tegrevfor thicte paſt inconfider a+ 
tioa,-and promiſe great: things for the fu- 
ture, if 'they _ live-:Jangert; look- 
10g upon the world as an empty-nothing, 
not'to be regarded'where Eternity appears; 


and hence _1c {s alſo, that: they: who ap-- 


proach things;£ternal, and view them by 


Medication and*Contemplatioa. are of :the- 
fame mind, have-the ſame apprehenſions: 


of them, atd #@ accor:ingly, doing thofe 
things which dying Menrepeat th:y-kaye 
rot done. For 32deed,' it; 15 no 111:fion r 
deceit, but 8 great ad real truth, that 
the World and all its concerns are oothing, 
compared to. Ecerony ; and+ that we ca 
. never be tao caretull ro obtain eternai Jos, 
ard-ayoid eternal Sorrows.” 

- How fauch the blefſed Apoſtles and. 
Primicive Chriftians were -a&td-by this 
' confide: ation, St.. Pautigives us to under-/ 
Rand; ſaying, That whilſt th:y looks not 


Befades, things temporal ſeem great: a® 


Oa- 
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on things 'viſtvle and tranfitory, but on 
thiogs' 1nviſtale-a0d eternal, then their 
:MiQtions were li.ht and but for 4 moment, 
2 Cor, 4 16. &c. though they lattcd many 
years, and. were ſo great, that the very 
thoughts of them ca1 make us tremblc, 
yet they were  Eght and momentary, 
whilſt they looked on Ereinity ; and they 
faimed not, 1hough their outward man'dtcay- 
ed daily, by thcir great Mortificatioas, and 
their-laborious Z-alco ſerve God; and all 
this, whilft we look nos 0n 1he things that are 
ſeen, but 0+ the things whi-h are nat ſeen ; 
for the things which are (een are temporal, 
but the things which are wot ſeen are tternat; 
So that it 1s the ef. & of a wiſe and moit 
ratioaal conſtlerdtion, to value and love 
hinv aboye all things, -who by dying for us 
hath reſcued us from eternal ruine, and 
obtained eternal happineſs for us; and to 
make it appear by al! means poſſible, doing} 
or ſuff-ring any thing that may m nifelt” 
ou: love to Jeſs, and aſſure _us of a blefi-d* - 
Eternity, It may - juſtly - be fared, thar 
the indevotion and luk: wa. mneſs of very 
many, not the worſt of Chriſtians, wi:l 
not make them acceptable tro God, who 
declares that he will ſpue zbem ous of b% 
mouth that are neither hot nor cold, Rev. 3+16. 
and that their careleflaeſs ani indiffe- 
renCy in Religious duties will hardly les 
F 4 cure 
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their eternal interef, However, I think ” 
that it isa ſh1me to ſce_Benediftins, Fran- 

ciſcans, Canhuſiars and others, forſ;ke 

the merriments, pleaſures and honours of 

rhe World, riſe up carly, and late go to 

rett, wear nothing but Cilices and coarſe 

Cloth,* feed poo;ly. and lye hard ; and all 2 
this 2n4 much more to obſerve the Rule 
of $. Bruno, S. Francis, or ſome other fan- | 
fiful or meJancholy Deveto, who obliged 
them to ſome abſurd, ſome needleſs, rand 
many uneafie ' obſervations; from whom 
th:y never received any benefi:, and from 
whom they can expe no kind of remure- 
ration; and at the ſame time to fee Chij- 
/1aos nice and dainty, unwilling to deprive 
th*m(ſ-lves of any pleaſure, or to undergo 
any thing of hardſhip, for to obſerve the 
moZ reatonable, holy and advantagious 
Ruje of Ch:iſt; from whom kg 
received the greateſt favours, from whom 
th-y exit the greateſt rewards, and ro 
whoſe ſervice and obedience they have de- 
voted themſelves, by a ſolemn Vow 1n 
holy, Baptiſm, 


Chap. 
WV 


CHAP, XXIX.. 


That Severities and \Mortifications well regu- 
lated, are {ubſervient 10. Repentance and 
. the Love of Jetus. "1 


Know-that ſorye put too great aſtreſs 

"on {uch oucward obſervations and cor- 
porab Anſteritjes,-and whilſt they pervert 
the right ule..ct them, / greatly abuſe 
themſcives, and -1t may be. deceive others 
ajfo ; but withal'ic mult be granted, that 
others, in the other . extreme, -as unad- 
viiely reje&t and condema them as uapro- 
fitable and ſuperſtitious; and as unreaſo- 
nably count themſelves Religious becauſe 
they deſpite,as others becauſe they are fond 
of them. l'ihall nor determine which of the 
two are in the worſt error. Both certain- 
ly are miſtaken, and the cruth I. appre- 
hend to be_ this. The example of our 
Blefl-d Saviour, ' which is our beſt pattern 
and moſt profitable Lefſon, plainly declares 
that ſuch exerciſes are of great uſe, if noc 
neceſſicy, in our ſpiritu1l warfare again 
fin and temptations. So likewiſe the Pre- 
cepts of cutting off our right hand or frat, 
when they make us offend ;-of denying our 
ſelves, and taking up the Croſs ; and many 
more to. the ſam: purpoſe, make it our 
F 5 duty 


of Mortification; And that they are ac- 


ceptable ro God, we are aſſured by.Chyiſt 
himſelf; When ye fſaft, be 'not as the byre-" 


crites, 'but anoint thy head and waſh thy face, 


that thou appear not unto Men to fafft, but t0- 


thy Father which' ſees in ſecret ; and thy Fa- 


ther which ſets in ſecret ſhall reward thee- 


ly, Matt. 6. 18, Here Faſting flands 
or all ats of Self-denial, as being the moſt 
' affi:Qtive ; and chough the meaſures there- 
of be not deſcribed, yet thit God hath a 


great reſp:A-and recompence for it, as - 


well as for Prayers and Alms, is clearly 
affirmed by our Blefled Lord. $0 that there 
remains no doubt, but that all- corporal 
Aufteritics prudently undertaken and ma» 


naged, whether of our free ſuſception, or 


appornted to us by our Spiritual Guide, 
cr the Governours of Chriſt's Church, to 


whom we are bound ro ſubmit our ſelves, - 


(they being in his ſtead to us; ) there is 


no doubr I ſay, but that th: fe, «ſpecially - 


the laſt, are generally very profitable ; 1a 


ſome caſes abſolwely necefia y, and always- 


well pleaſing to God. They are Inſtru- 
ments of Rel! 


Spiric it! ſelf mortifizd. They are marks 


of the fiacerity of our ſorrows, and- our . 


regret to have cff-nded God. And they 
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duty to uſc the proper and appointed means” 


gion, whereby our Luſts are- 
ſabJued, the Body kept under, and the - 


are ' 


ES. 8: as £ 
A ge ,% 


»£ ? \ 
2 . "RY . 


are'teftimotiials'of our Love to Jeſus, and * 
our earneſt-defire to ſecure our cut to Eitn © 
for/ the future, e+n ang, artrſted and 
proyed/true, not only by holy Scripture, 
2nd/ ther Injen@ions' of © the Chiiftian 
Church'; but alſo by the /praftice and ex- 
perience of all devout: perſons, affcRionate 
lovers ofthe Bleſſed Jcſus. 
p40 '' 


” -— . 


A ſhort Mcdiation for Penittntial days. 


» Emembcr chat Faſting and Alms are 

| the rwo wings of Ptayer, and that” 
all thiez muſt unite their ſtrength to raiſe 
our heavy hearrs from this Eaith, and lifr 
them/up 'to the Regions of Love. All 
three together aſcended as a memortal be- 
fore Gor, 'ro plead for Cornelius, And 
our Bleſſ:d: Saviour 1n one Sermon, Mar: 
6. joyned them all threr, and aſſigned to 
them one reward. | | 

T hus therefore meditate, Of ny Soul, 
on thy days cf hurmliation. 

My BIfſ.d Lord, 1 know- that IT have 
been too much addicted to ſenſual plea- 
ſures ;, aad now* to ſpeak my grief for it, 
hear 7 mourn'and Ae my ſcIf, judgrog. 
my ſelf yuaworthy even of thoſe refreſh-" 
m<ats 


45M 
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meſits thourhaſt-.allowed me. Thave too 
muck ſerved Mammen, aad been too-greedy 
of the world : And-now/{devorte all 7 have 
ro thee, giving this-as an-earneſt, that all 
7 have is thine, and that now 7 will uſe 
it for my (clf with more moderation, and 
ſpend 1t on others with greater charity ; 
that thou maiſt be-acknowledged and glo- 
rified for thy gracious gifts, and 7 may 
ſpeak my dependance” on'thee: My heart 
hath been too far from thee, and for my 
negligence 1n thy ſervice, thou maiſt juſt- 
ly blat,my name-out of the iſt of thy Ser- 
vants; but here recurn to thee with tears 
and prayers, begging that thou wouldſt 
be my' Lord and Maſter, and I may bez 
mote faithful and aRtive in waiting vpon 
thee, I peur out my Soul before thee, 
ceftring that it may evermore cleave unto 
rhe? moſt  affeRtionately 3 and that no 
Creature whatever msy ever. b2 able to 
oy me from that love and duty I owe 
enee. | 
Lord, had I offended any earthly Prince, 
that had power on me, in that grievous 
manner that I have offended thy Divine 
Majeſty, I- ſhould be loaded with Irons, 
caſt.nto a Dungeon, and never admitted 
to ſce his face, and tobeg his pardon. - Bur . 
thou ,giveſt- me liberty and inviteſt-me to 
plead for my (elf ; to come and proſtrate 
my 


! 
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my ſelf at thy feer, to implore thy mercy, \» 
'to retra&t my. folly, 'and} ſhew/how-much 


Iam grieved for it; and if I am fincere iq_ 
this, tam affured of thy pardori, and that * 
thou-wile receive me to fivour again, 
Lord, I beſeech thee, as- it is written in 
thy Book that I have ſinned, ſo therein ler 
it be regiſtred char I cruly repent ;' that 
judge and puniſh my ſelf, and endeavour. 
what 7 can to undo and recall it again. ' 
Let the: pennance | here perform, my frghs 
and tears, my prayers and' bitter ſorrows, ' 
entitle- me to the merits of thy precious 
blood ; let:them. ſtand on record, that 1 
may. be juſtified at the laſt day, to have 
been a true Penitent'; that here the Judg- 
ments 1 have deferved'may be turned from 
me,that having been here numbred among 
thy Servants, who duly own thee+ before 
Men, I may hereafter. be numbred amon 


thy Saints in glory everlaſting. And Lord, * 
=, let my love to thee be proportionable to . 3 


my fins and thy great mercies, that I alfo 
may hear that blefſed voice, much is for- 
given thee, becauſe thou lovedft- much z and 
I may go and fin no more, 


Chap. *! 


_ 
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| Tftand a 


" do; devoutly to life 
my: Maſter, and-beg-his affiftance to re- 


CHA P. -XXX[L. 
That Repentance muſt lock forward, to the ' 


ſecuring. of our duty for the time to come'; 
with Inflances and Reſolutions tothat efftR. 


Ut one. great half of Repentance is yer 
behind ; | that which 4s moſt to be at- 
tended to, that which 1 muſt chicfly defign 
12 all acts ofniortification is,that 1 returri wo / 
more.tothoſe fins for the which I grieve & 
Mit my ſelf. | miſt-not-on ly grieve that- 
I have'not forſaken thoſe luſtsand vaniries - 
I renounced when 1 became a' Chriſtian : 
bur 1 muſt now aRtually forſake them and 
perform my vows. Except I do this, my 
repentance 1s vain; and my love not fin- 
cae.; True contrition. doth include love, 
and love includes an hearty obedi:nce. But 
here lies the diffitulty. The occaſions and 
inticements of fi will doubtles come again; 
my thoughts will not always be fixt upon 
Divine Objets, my mind will return to 
the world; my paſſions will be diſorderly, 
and my appetite unruly again. How ſhall 
refit, and be Gafe in the time 
of danger, in- the hour of trial 2nd tem- 
ptation? This I muſt do, this I reſolve to 
up my Soul to Jeſus 


member 


ptember my enes and my: proteſta-- 
Fn, nnd roger hin ahathL Nga 

to 'love andobey: my-Lord and Saviour Fa-: 
ther than my'Luſts, ' and! how - inflaitely” 
much i-ſhall gain by itz to ſummon all the * 
ſtrengrh;and all the powers of devout Love 


to my aid'# and} to uſe-all thoſe means-[+- 


have before reſolved upon,forthe refiſting- 
of temptations, 'and doing my duty; 

Thus, - when a provocation to-anger is* 
given,” and [1 'find\myrheart- rife, -and/my- 
ſpirits rake fire and grow turbulent:; in- 


ſtead of giving ways to the miſchievous* 


paſſion,” or ſifferingrthat it ſh-uld-proceed- 
to hatred 'and reve:ige; 1 will turn--afide 
and check + fny ſelf with the remembravce 
of my meekeſt Saviour, who was led: as £* 
Lamb to the ſlaughter, \and opened not: bis 


mouth; who, when be was reniltd,  rtviled- 


nov again; when be ſuffered the greateſt inju- 
ries, yes uſed no threatiing, leaving | us an- 
examp'e that we fhinld follew bis ſteps. | 1 
will remember how il] it becomes me'to 
be angry With others, who” have ſo:much 
reaſon to'be angry wich my {:-1f for havi 
ſo highly and frequently provoked my God: 
to anger; 1 will conſider how [1] 1t becomes 
me to be revengful and ſevere to others, - 
when all my hopes and all my happineſs 
d upon forbearance and merty ; 1 
will chink of, and fear that juſt exprobra- 
tion - 
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tion of my Lord againſt therevengtu!, Thou - 
wicked ' Servant, fhouldft » not +hou have had 
compaſſion on thy | Fellow-Servant, ' as -1 had 
pity on thee ; 'and-I will remember that it-1s 
Jetus whodied+for me, Jeſus for whom I 
would die, who intercedes. for mine Ene- 
- mics, and fo will rather rejoice that 1 have 
ſome of that" kind of love ro repay .to my 
deareſt Saviour, which he ſh:wed to; me 
when TI was (his Enemy. If luſt enticeth 
me to aRs of impurity, 1 will call to mind 
the corruptioh-and diflolution of this vile 
body of fin; I will think-on my laſt ac- 
count, the day of Judgment,and the dread- 
ful flames of Hell ; and 7 will remember 
him, who for me was crucified,* and with 
whom my love hath crucified me ; and 
that now is the time to make it appear 
that Tlove him, and to juftifi: the fince- 
rity of my proteſtations. Ando, for Co- 
vetouſneſs, Pride, Intemperance; - and all 
ſuch temptations, 1 will reje&t their at- 
cempts and proffers with indignation, -as a 
erue Friend would ſcorn the ſolicications 
to betray his Friend, thus ſaying to my_ 
ſe}f, what, ſhall 7 be falſe to him 7 love, 
to him that loveth me, who hath ſhed his 

blood for me, and to whom I have often 

proteſted that I would even die for him > 

Shall I break the facred bonds of Love, 


. and my moſt ſacred Vows, and put my 
Soul 


The'Love of Jeſs. 2113 
Soul into a ſtate of regiet, unquietneſs»- 
ſhime and forrow for this vile tranſitory 
profit or pleaſure? O my deareſt Jeſus, 
thou khoweſt that I love thee; 1 beſeech 
thee,” make that love viorious againſt 
thine Enemies and mine... I would rather 
die than deny thee for any intereft inthe 
World; and.1 hope thou wilt not deny me 
at the laſt 'day, bur 6wn me among thy 
faichful Servants. Lord, 1 ſerve thee not 
for norhing ; great ate- the reaſons why. 
I ſhould obey thee; thou-haſt done 

fer me, and'from thee I ſtill expe much,. 
infinite rewards fcr (uch due and poor 


.; ſervices : Lord, ler me die before I delibe- 
ratcly ever fin againſt thee, and forfeit thy 


love by falling 'from mine. 

Thus, by Love I refolve to conquer 
my felf, to deny and mortifie my luſts ; 
by Love 1 will ftrive to overcome all un- 
lawful defires,a)l finful motions ; and then 


I ſhall rejoyce in the vidory. It ſhall 
' "not make me either proud or peeviſh, or 


ſevere to others ; bur rathet humble and 
meek, chearful and contented : fo that ic 
{hall be ſ-en by my outward deportment, 
how much pleaſure and tranquility my 
Soul hath inward!y ; that I rejoyce in + 
what Ido for Chriſt ; that it is delicious 
to me to deny my ſelf for his ſake,-to ob- 
lige fo great, ſo true, ſo generous a Lo- 
ver 
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ver as Jeſus, who hath done all a&s of 

friendſhip for. me, and owns me- for his 

Friend: 7 cell you not ſervants, but friends; 

ye art my friends indeed, if ze do whatſoever 
9 


I'have commanded you, John 13 14. Thole 

that" are  aCcournted gallant Men 1a the » 
World, will venture their lives to ſ-cond " 
a friend in'an idle, an Uachriftian quar- y 
rel ; and their wounds they bear with 1 


courage, and count them honoutable,'Twas 

19/ſerve a friend: How much more {hould 

I rcjoyce 1 that violence 7 offer to my a ( 
petites and unruly defices > ln what 1 

or ſuffer for to pleaſe and ſerve my Hea- 
venly, my beft, my deareft Friend, whom 
I'can never love ſo--much as he deſcrves;- 
anÞ in loviog of whom 1 am iaftnitely 
happier than if 7 ſhuuld enjoy. all the 
pleatures of fin, as log as 1 hve. 7 on:y 
grieve and am diſylcaicd chat 7 can do fo 
tntle for him, thac 7 can r£quite his love 
no better. . 7 know thit mariy Perſons have” 
done far more for thcir 1:-is acfcrvitg- 
Friends, than. 7 do, or can co for my $:- 
viour Jeſus. 


JV WY 


1 . The Love of Jefus. 175 


CH AP. 'XXXIl. 


4 ſmgular” example of humen Love, withs 
ſhors refletion upen is. 


15 is  repjorted by Grezk Hiſtorians 
«© Hof. ewo:;loviag. Siſters, Eudoxie and- 
Jeneas,: Daughters. to: BE laſt palaepy 
1. Prince. 

Greger... * who bis kf log 

ay condilar, &. his;..Crown- and” 
© Country; that an" 

© Uncle ſaved-them. from the general De- 
* ſolation-and Captivity which ſoon ſuc- 
© ceeded the loft Battel, and carricd them 
© to:: 01d* Andronjous their Kinſman, then' 


_ © Emperourvf:Con/tancinople. Theres with 


© pity, -they found a kind welcome, and 
"as great -reſp:&3-5 they: could with- 
* Their beaiity,. their viſtucs 2nd accame 
* pliſh-nerts furpaſt their Princely birch, 
* ad were as eminent -as'.their forte 
"was low ; ſothar young Andronicas, why 


"« was'to ſucceed: in the Empire, Was 1n 


* preceſs of "times taken with Eudoxts, 
© loved her paſſionately,” and obtained the 


*© Emperours conſent to "marry her. This 


« * cauſed great troubles to-Irenea, who !1k*d 

* it wellas ſhe loved her ſiſter, but-could 
* not- uſe grieve at it, as ſhe loved: the 
&« Prince- 
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** Prince (for unhappily ſhe had ſetled her 
* affeQions on-him, ) upon this ſhe fell ſick, 
*and almoſt to death; and it b*ing ob- 
*({erved thit ſome diſtemper in her mind 
*cauſed the: diſtemper of her-body, her 
* Siſter proteſting of her love to her, aſſu- 


* ring her that: i« ſhould have only 
*the title and-the trouble, 'bur-Irenes the. 


« priviledges and the power of an Empreſs, 
© conjared her to declare what cauſed her 
«diſcontent, '' Having underſtood what 1c 
*xwas aid" grieving chit ſhe:ſhould be the 
*gccafion of her Siſters danger and ſorrow, 
©*{he preſently rook from her head'a Jewel 
*©chs Prince had giver her, in formlike 
*a Halt-moon ; an4 with'it ſh? ſorwound- 
©: ei and disfigured her face ; -that ſhe cured 
*© the Prince of- his love, as\the:defigned ; 
** and afterwards retired to Gell;opoli, where 
<* (hz -entred a: Cloiſter, and devoted the 
*reft of her life ro God. Phe Prince 
* finding in Irenes what he ha1 loſt 1a. Eu- 
* doxia, ſoon after entertained the fame 
*© paſſio71 for, her, he hid for her ſiſter; 
* bur Trenez'remembring her Siſters gzae- 
* rofity, forgot her-affection to the Prince; 
* conſidering what, Eudoxiz' had» volunta- 
*frily ſuffered for her, how great, how 
* tender: a love ſhe had expreft; 11 what 
© ſhe had done, reſolves to: forfaks An- 
* dronicus, to forego her eatc and pow 

| are, 
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*(yre, and what ſhe had fo earneſtly de- 
« fixed, rather than be ungrateful. W here- 
*« ypon ſhe [ſteals away from the Court, 
© goes to Gallipoli, enters her Sifters Cloi- 
©« ſter, and having expreſt to her her love 
* and acknowledgments, ſhe takes the 
« fame Vows, and reſolves to live and 
«djieto God, and with her beloved Sifter. 

This ſtory makes me-grieve and bluſh, 
that ſo little gratitude fnould be paid to 
Feſws for greater benefits, far that incom- 
parable love he hath ſhewed meo in dy- 
ing for 'them ; that 1 my ſelf ſhould for 
ill requite his much greater kindneſs, fo 
pootly and imperfeAly return his moſt 
wonderfull Love. What, ſhall T think it 
much- to refrain my intemperance for. his 
ſake, 'who for mine faſted long and often, 
and taſted Vinegar and Gall ? ſhall I think 
it much to mortifie my Pride and Anger for 
him, who for my ſake deſpiſed the ſhame 
of the Croſs, and returned- nothing bur 
meekneſs to the greateſt provocations ? 
fhall 1 think it much to refrain my 
worldly, covetous deſires for him, who 
for me ' becawe poor, naked, deſtitute of 
all things, though he were Lord of all? 
ſhall I think it much to deny my ſelf 
ſome '-momentary ſenſual pleaſures for 
him who carried my ſorrows, who ſhed 
his Blood and was crucified to-faye es 

0, 


_ 
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No, my deareſt Jeſus, thy love hath ov*r- 
come my. heart,. 1 will bz: go wore what 
1 have been, henceforth (it (hall be 'my 
wealth, my delight, my glory and ambi- 
tion to ſerve and obey thee; 'give thee 
al pobbe demonſtrations of a. devour, 
a moſt paſſionate Love. 


C HA P, XXXIN, 


Som! Wo: iptures to ſhew-the neceſſity of de- 
"Jarting from Sin, accerding to our Baptiſ- 
mal Vow ; with ſome protefiations to con- 


; 15g ©,.; clude this fuſt Part. 


"is Repentance and Reformation is 
".Y. what, our, Religion requires; The 
Scriprure ſuppoſeth it 1n all that have em- 
braced Chriſtianity, and is earneſt and 
refſiog-in its exhortations to it. We be- 
ſerch you Brethren, and exhort you by the 
Lord Jelus, thit as ye have received of us, 
how ye" ought to walk and to pleaſe God, (0 ye 
would 4hound more and more ; for ye know 
what commandments we gave you by the Lord 
: for 2bis is the will of\God, even your 
ification, 1 Thefl. 4. 1,2. Again, But 
 -38 have nor ſo learned Chriſt (2s to follow 
he ineſs and Juſts of the Gentiles :) 

"if ſo be that ye have beard "of him, I 
been 


8c.” And in another , 


ſuppoſed to be wrought in_ us by our-em- 


's 
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been taught by bim, as thetrub is in Jeſus ; 


#hat ye. 0ut off, vragit's » the former conver- 
bick is corrapy | 


ſation, the ot4 man w 


to-the deceitful Tufts, and be renewed in #he 
ſpirit of your mind ;, and that ye put-on the 
new - man, which after God is: created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Eph,4-20,21, 


b:ing abſolucely neceſſary, 1s able 


bracing the Chriſtian Faith. _ . #Fye &8»ri» 
ſen with Chriſt, ſeek. thoſe things which, are 
a for you are. dead, and your" life - 
is bid with: Chrift in God. —— Morti 

therefore your members which are. upon the 
Cn fornication, nan inordinate 
affeFion, evil concupiſcence coverouſne(s, 
which is idolatry; ———-in the which ye 
walked ſometime when ye lived: in them but 
now, you alſo put off rheſe,-anger; - wiash; 
malice, bla(phemy, evil communication oug 
your mouth ; lie not one with another, ſeeing 
that you have put off the old man with bis 
deeds, and bave put on the new man, which: 
is renewed in knowledge, after the image of 
him that created him, Col. 3. 1, 2, 8&c. In 
theſe and many. more-plices -to the ſame: 
purpoſe it is pliſnly 1mplied, that-rrue 
Chriſtians are mindful and. careful ro ful- 
fil their Baptiſmal promiſes, To renounce? 
the Devil and all his works, &'c. It is _ 


- 
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Love alone that binds this duty upon us; 
our profeſſion abſolately requires it of all 
that have given their name to Chrift, and 
expe ſalvation from him. Loye may en- 
force the obligation, and affiſt us to diſ- 
charge it; but it is the deſign and the te- 
nor of Chriſtianity it ſelf to reclaim us 


from 'fin ; to ſanAifie our affe@ions, that 


our lives and ations may be holy es be- 
cothes the Goſpel. The grace of God which 
bringeth ſalvation, teacheth us,- that denying 
ungddlineſs and worldly lufts, we. ſhould live 
in tbis-preſent world ſoherly righteouſly, and 


godiy, Tit.2. 11, 12. This is the ſum. of- 


our duty; that we ſhonld be temperate 
in: our bodies and minds, juſt and chari- 
table 1n our intercourſe with other men, 
and' pious in our minds, devout In a&s of 
Religion and Worſhip to God, the learn- 
ing and praiſing this Leffon is that where- 
bythe offered Salvation is obtained and laid 
ho!d on; that whereby we muſt make it ap- 
pear, that we indeed own Chrilt for our 
Lord and Saviour, and that we do truly 
love him with all our hearts and ſouls. 
Now therefore I muſt remember, that 
F am not my own, I am his that made and 
redeemed me; 1 am his to whom l have 
given my felf, when 1 undertook man- 
fully: to fight under bis Banner agzin$} ſin, 
the wgrld*and the devil. To me 1s addreſt. 
that Exhortation, Thou O man of God, flee 
theſe 


oo. 
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theſe things (tri fes, diſputes an4 covetoul- 
nets, betore-mentioned) end follow after 
righteo-:ſneſs, godlineſs, faith,' love, pretenct, 
meekneſs; fight the good fight of faith, lay 
hold 0% eternal life, 1 Tims. 11, 12. I 8m 
b:come a Souldter of Jeſus; ro me St. 
Paul (peaks as well 2s to Timothy, Thou 
therefore endure hardneſs 4s - 4 good Sou'dier 
of Jeſws Chrift. No man that warrecth entan- 
les bimſelf with the affairs of this life, that 
be may pleaſe him who hath choſen him to be 
4 Souldier, 2 Tim. 2. 3, 4. It Iwere 1n the 
Militia of any other Prince, 7 might en- 
dure hardneſs enough, before 7 could ob- 
tain his favour or indeed be taken notice 
of; heat and cold, hunger, thirſt and wea- 
rine(s, fl-epleſs nights and perpetual dan- 
ers; all this, and much more 7 might en- 
ure 'many years, and not bs looked on; 
here my General hath prevented me wirh 
his kindneſs; "he firſt fought 2ga1aſt mine 
Enemi-s; he firſt loved me, and endured 
harithip for me; and h- notes every 
thing I (uffer for him, fets it down, and 
afligns a reward 0 it, Under another Com- 
mander I might do brave aQtions, behave 
my felf valiantly, and yer not be ſeen: 


here my General hath always his eyes 
upon me, he encourageth me, an] re- 


Joicerh to ſee my tortAude ; he is always 
ready to help me, 2n4 is moſt d:lighted4 
G whea 


-* 
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when he ſees me- zealous and diligent. 1 
might fight long {enough for an- earthly 
King; 1 could only get a'poor ſubſiſtence, 
\or at empty fame, bur never ſo much as 
ore Province. of- tis. Dominions-: Here, 
fighting for my heavenly King, 7 hail get 
uavaluable treaſures, immortal glory, and 
a Kingdom which ſhall have: no end ;. To 
bim that overcomerb will I'gram-40 fit with 
we in my Throne, Rev.3-214. 1 will there- 

fore never 2gaio fight ag:ioft the Captain 
cf my ſalvation, and I will never forſa ke 
him; Iwil! often recew my Vows, often 
fweizr Ailegiznce to him, upon that ſa- 
cred Blocd which he ſhed for me, and 
winch he gives mz: to- comfort and 
frengrhen my heart; I will dayly think 
on thote rhings that may-1ncreate my zeal 
.2n4 c1hgence,' 20d help me to refift temp- 
tations; and will fuffer any thing; uſe 
21] means poſſible ro perform thoſe reſo- 
lurzo0ns, and approve my ſelf unto death, 
2 lover of Jew. If any man loves not the 
Lord Jeſus, ltr bim be Anathems Maranatha. 
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THE 

=" Have. new gone threngh the 
greater half of my taik, the 
negative part of our Baptiſmal 
'Vow, and of our Dauty. The 
greater half I call it, becanſe our Na- 
ture ſtand: not in.#quilibrio, in. au 
indifference between. gaed. and evil, 
but is depraved andill inclined; and 
the way to vertue will be ſmooth and 
pleaſant, when once by grace and 
love we have renounced onr fins, and 
our vicious propenſtics are both ſub- 
ducd and rettified. | 

If therefore thou haſt entred and 
liked this .Cloiſter far, thou maiſt 
ſafely. edvance fuither, and -go 
through what remains ; if thow haſt 


approved and obſerved its Rules b- 
G 3 therto, 


d 
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therto, the reſt cannot but be accept- 
able and eafie to thee, As a Tra- 
wvelley in 4 frange Enemy Country 
meets with many hardſhips and dan= 
geri, but at bowie anion; ft Ty. ads 
delights #h fourn: yg 4 Jo #9: Love 
of Jeſus among the works of the © evil, 
bhe Pfu Iuſbr 4nd wvamivies of this 
| wp wright ' tweet with difficultves 
Ewa)  b#t now bonuer- 
= ge vod works, the 
WW it "9 Dus ve- 
pra ir will pyocredl re 
ehſant F og Feſy. 
pl noi poet # Lev? of Jeluy, 
The Reformed Monaſtery, partly 
fo work how thy fancy, has by thy 
Chyſtixn Prof:.on then wry bref 
think thy felf as enrved ware new 
ftats of life, and cloiffered *#n from 
hoſe any :d fnfal enfoyments ; 
and by ? pie thee to wntltr ſFoiud, 
That thowg h thow bteſt not nhder'_ any. 
fewere Monaſtic engacements, yt by 
thy bring a Diſeiple aud $eyonnt bf 
Jeſus, 


anda 


/ 


The Preface. 


Jefus, thow art bownd to br ftrift "and 
watchful over thy (elf ; 10 uſe thoſe re: - 
medves againſt [ins and tempratrons, 
and theſe prop:y helps to Devotion, 
which ar: nſeful and ſabſervient to 
Vertwe and Religion, and will affift 
thee to ſecure thy duty antl thy happi- 
meſs. Old Herifies we know often re- 
vive and apptar under a new drefs ; 
and it my ſer: the ends of true good- 
neſs and picty t> diverſifie Chriſtian 
infirattions, and to bring them forth 
under new and different formy, What 
one i; not moved withal, may affc6t 
another ; and tht viry novelty of 4 
name or method may makg that to be 
lvoked pon, whith otherwiſe would 
puſs tnregarded. 

1 know that 1 have fallen very 


ſport of what my Subjeft could bear 


and perhaps fonee vill think that I 
have not been fill enokgh in my pa" 
riculars,' and in my diveTions ; bat 
my only deſihn was to beget and enter- 
tain Divine Love 1h onuy Souls ,- well 
G 4 know:ng 


no 


The Preface. . 
knowing that that Love afterwards 
would ſoon exlarge our hearts and our 
knowledie, and guide us right in all 
cafes. If I can but teach thee, Read. r, 
to lowe Jeſus with all thy beart, I am 
fare 1 have brought thee into the 
eaſieſt and the only ſafe way to Hea- 
ven. ** He hath 
Precipuam Chri- a taught the belt 
flianz pieratispor- «© pare of Religion, 
tionem -2; 
quiſquis 2d hujus ;, ©*4 *9 #5 beſt 
iofammavic amo- parpoſ e, who bath 
LEm: » Era. «. tawght others to 


4 love it, Anathey 
certainly love it and obcy it too, that 
truly lov? its Author the Bl:ſſed 
Jeſus, if we traly lowe him, we ſhall 
afterwards refuſe him nothing. Where 
4 Man gives his h:art, he will nei- 
ther refuſe his hand nor his knee,  ues- 
ther ſervice nor! worſhip; where be 
gives his Soul and aff ett:ons, he. will 


willing ly beſtow all the reſt. God ſhall 


cer! ainly command #4, and all that 
we £41 di{poſe of ,withaut any reſerva- 
ton, 


ti 
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tiow, #f | we ſecure our. love to 
him. Therefore Love's called, The 
bond of PerfeQtneſs, Jt « the only 
qualification can 
make u trueChri- Aljavirtus cum 


ſtia's *© Noother Teccato, fed Oie- 


« vertxe but may Ctio tua omny pec- 
cato contrariatur, 


« conſiſt with ſome qo temprationi 


. © (in, Love alone rcfiftic. 


« 3s contrary to all; 

« no-other Grace can reſiſt all tem - 
©. ptations, Love alone bath that uns 
« limited power, Not hing but Love 
Can enable us to diſcharge all obliy a- 
tions, Love is the fulfilling of the 
Law. Al other gifts and vertues 
without Love cannot fit a Man for 
Heaven, nor make him dear to God ; 
but Love can do it of it ſelf. Lowe Jeſus 


ſincerely and affeitonately, and then. - 


you ſrall be ſure to live here to him, 
and hereafter with him to eternity, 

As there are Dragons that «re 
brig ht and glittering, and have pre- 
cious Stones in their heads ; as there 
G F are 


are Commtts that hitvt thi light -and 
thr elcv tron of Stars * ſo re ov 
vicions jth falſe. Chriſtians, that 
are endewed with txcelltne party, 
and are eminent in ſome virtues ; but 
it profiteth nothing without Lows. If! 
ſpeak: the tongues of Wien and An- 
gels (ſaith S. Panl, 1 Cor. 13.1, 
&c. ) If I have the gift of Prophe- 
fi-, and underſtand all Myſteries; 
IfT have all Faith, ſo tharl remove 
Mountains ; If 1 give my goods to 
th: Poor, and even my Body to be 
burned,aftid havenor' Charity, 1 am 
nothing, andit profits me nothing, 
1 Cor. 8.1, Of all other viftr and 
abilities it maybe ſaid, as of. Know- 
ledge, that 'rhey all puff up; bur 
Charity alone edifteth; Among 
thoſe Creatures which ſtand and 
worſh:p before God, there is not only 
a Man and an Eagle, which may re» 
preſent Perſons f ertat Lea'ning, 
k: t-d for high ſpeculation ; but © alſo 
s Lion and a Ox, wherthy Chrs- 


ſit ins 
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ftians of 12ancy parts and now- 
ledge are fiampficd ; for theſe.are: ca- 
pable of Love as much 4s the athers, 
and tis Lov: alone qualifies Mecnto 
aw:ll for ever in the embraces of the 


| Godof Lows; for God is Love, and 


he that dwelleth in Love, dwellech 
in God, and Ged in him, 1 Fob 
4. 16 

&« (-04 lowes Aden, _Amat Deus ut 
tt hat they may love amerur, nil aliud 
a hins ; and be only vulc quam amart, 
* requires that they &c. Aug. 

« world loywe him, 

© knowin; that that love is of it ſelf, 
& [wfficient to make thers. eternall 
« h.;ppy. I have therefore all along 
firted my Diſcourſe and Meditations 
to every Mans Capacity avd oppor- 
txnitics, as much as | could; becauſe 
all may lov:, and all maſt that will 
be happy. 4nd thong?» 1 may have 
recommend-d ſomes things 4s means 
and inftrum:nts:; yet | bays pre 
ſcribed hot bing. as 4 duty, bet the 


or .'4aF 
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great oblig ations which were laid wpon 
# when we were baptized into Chriſt. 
So that inthis Monaſtery all muſt en- 
ter and live, that world live in Hea- 
wen ; andthe Rules and Orders of -it 
ſhould be obſerved by all that deſire to 
own Chriſt before Men, and to be 
owned by him at the laſt day. I wight 
indced have here inſerted many, p:r- 
haps not wnuſeſul direttions, gryen 
by Ancient Fathers and Cpivitual 
Guides, to ſuch' as made prefeſſion . 
of greater Piety and ſtrifler lryes than 
others; bat they could not have [u- 
ted with all conditions and - callings ; 
therefore I have appointed no other 
Rale to thoſe 'rhat ſtall enter this 
Cloiſter, the Lowe of Jeſus in a ſn- 
cere obcdienct to his holy Precept, or 
a voluntary compl:ance with his Di- 
vine Connſcls. Z 
Not that 1 would deny, that places 
for Religions Ketirement might afford 
matly great advantages, in order to 
£reater devotion and heavenly mind- 


odneſs 
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edneſs ; for 7 bewail their  lofs, | 


and heartily wiſp that the Piety and 
Charity of the preſent Age mi 
in a juſt and primitive meaſure reſtore 
ro this Nation the uſeful convemency 
of them. Neceſſary Reformations 
might have repurg 4 Monaſteries as 
well as the Churc", withowt aboliſb- 
ing of them ; and they might have 
been ſtill Homſes of * _.. . 
Religion, without Mult! ſong qui 
having any d:pen- poor ego. 
dance upon ROME. cum ſxculari ha- 
All Men are not biru ducere, 8&& 
inclining t0, nor fit - pl: rique ſunt "qui 
ted for an ative viſt > A 
; querint,, | falvan 
life; ſome would 4gy4 Deum nul- 
be glad to find 4 1a tenus 'poſſunt. 
place of reſt and ve- Greg. MM. id 
rirement for Con- Imp. 
templation 3 ſome who by Melancho- 
ly, or by the Terrors of the Lord, 
' are frighted from their fins, and 
from the civilized World into 2na- 
keriſm, into 4 wnhbappy Sulleanye 
an 
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and Apoſtuſic would perhaps exchanje 
phevr Silks and Lates for thr coarſer 
Garments of mortificd Profeſſors of 
a Monaſtic life ; and find among 
them, that happineſs and prace of the 
Soul, which they wainly ſeck for, in 
their wretched and deluded Brother 
hood. Some who, upon great affis- 
Erons and ſudden changes of fortune, 
fall into a ſtate of ſorrow and tedious 
ſadneſs, and are left in the world to 
ſtruggle with the temptations of 4 
diſcontented Mind , wonld perhaps 
take Sanfiuary in a Religious Houle; 
and give themſclyes " wp wholly #0 
Jeſus, and forget their remporal ſor- 
row by Heavenly joys attd meditations, 
and at laft bleſs that floym and ſhip» 
wreck'which caft them into thut n= 
known Laid of reſt and ſafety, Some, 
that are forward and ready to 

miſe well, and take good veſolutions, 


have not firengrh cxonrh ts keep them, ' 


but are prevailed wpon, by the wnn- 
portunity of thoſe temptations they 


2908 
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meet withal inthe. converſe of Meny'' 1 
example and good inſtruttions of 4 
Religrons Sotiety, Tecure themſelves, 
and ſtand to their holy engagements, 
Some who never loved the World, "or 
that are grown weary af it, or have 
paſſionate longings for Heauin, would 
willingly free themſelves of the cun- 
brances an1 diſtractions. of . worldly 
buſineſs, to. enjoy the leiſure and op- 
portanities of Meditations, Devo- 
rion, aud other Spiritual exerciſes. 
And ſome that are much taken with 
the ftrift hives, and Beads and Ori- 
ſons of Papiſt- Priers wanld look home 
and ſpend their commendations on the 
purer Religion, aud better ordered 
Lives aud Devotions of thoſe, w this 
Church, that ſhould wholly devote 
thruſcbves to God, However, tisnot 
go be atenied, but hat Mn " much 
Aﬀfetbed and wfjinenced 'by the place, 
rhe 6: mpuny, _ Way of (ng and 
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the outward circumſtanscs wherein 
they are engaged ; and I believe, it 
might be now as true a Proverb a 
ever, Bene vixit, qui benelatnir, 
He lives beſt and moſt ſafe, who is 
leaſt acquainted with the World, and 
lives fartheſt from it. 

1might ada further that ſuch pious 
Foxndations or Reſtitmtions, might 
be fo ordered, as to afford a very great 
advantage to our Church and KRelw 
gion. For thence Perſons of good 
Parts and great Picty, devoted to the 
adyane:went of the true Chriſtian 
Faith, and free fromthoſe cares and 
cambrances that are. npon others, 
might be ſent a Miſſionaries, | to 
make it their buſineſs to reclaim per - 

. ſons of all ſorts from Schi'm, Errors. 
' and Herefies, and even from Looſneſs 
and Irreligion, 

Not but that we have an abun- 
dant ſupply of Perſens very well fitted 
for that bleſſed employment, from our 


great Seminarics of Learning. But 
their 
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their neceſſary attendance” upon their 
Miniſtry: and. particalar Cures, be- 
fides others. avocations, deprive them 
of the leiſure and opportunities of ran- 
ning after their ſtyayed Sheep. | They 
can well ou and fred ſuch: as duly 
keep within their folds, but ſuch as 
break out and wander, they:have not 
tine to ſech after. And yet great is 
the number of theſe, eſpecially about 
great Towns; where ſmall encow+ 
ragements, end ſtiff oppoſition are 4 
great hindrance tothe gaining of Con» 
werts : This excellent and charitable 
work couldbe beft done by thens that 
ſhonld have nothing el/e to do, But 
firſt, les every one work out his own 
ſalvation, and make ſure work for 
him(elf, that will beſt enable bin 
to work upon other «, 

But though we want 'ome' convent- 
ences for withdrawing from tempiral 
affarrs; to mind Eternity and. our 
Souls the bettey ; yet we muſt go to 


Heaven ; wherever we live, we muſt 
live 
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live to God, that we. muy live with 
God; therefore if we cannot have « 
material we muſt 
Clauſtrum ubi=> hage a Spiritual 
gu portate inte- Cloiſtey, which may 
Kerb. ab promont. Rag wel 
guide and affiſt m in doing onr dary, 
Such an one s The Love of Jeſus ; 
it will protef® ww agarnſt all _— 
and (piritual Enemies, 
the ſtr Wals of any pot 
will make ws. devont anil Ktnlons in 
Gods (ryoire, bryond what the exhor- 
rations of the wiſe} Abbot tould do. 
« Dum crcfcit fortitudo amoris 
« interm , infirmarur fortitudo 
« carnis, whilſt love wu ſtrong the 
& fleſh us mmortificd, and its Iuſts ave 
«© [ubdurd, Greg, May " Afmanti 
« .nih:{ eſt d fficike, nihil impoſt- 
© bile, Love can 01 all things of it 
« felf,” it paſſeth over all t fhenlties, 
« and there #3 no obſtacle which it 
« overcomes not, Auguſt. Lovecan 


ſupply 


>” Ak aw Te. - . = 
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lupph the want of all outward helps 
and advantages; let it but be onr 
care to ſecure Love, and it will ſe- 
cure ws. Letts therefore feed and 
entertain it by reading and meditati- - 
on, by frequent Pray- 

ers and att of cCovum &terns, 


| Lowe, and by ob- & omnia quz in 


ſerving and taſting &is ſunt non ceflane 


mihi dicere, ut 
how gracious the DT 


Lord # in all his { 
works ; All things ge RPE. 
in Heaven and Earth do inceflant- 
ly cry to us, that we ſhould love 
God. God draws ud after him, 
Hof. 4.11, with cords of a Man, 
with bands of Love; therefore by 
Love we can beſt follow him, 1 John _ 
3.18, Bxt, ler us not love in 
word or in. tongue, but in deed 
and in truth ; and hereby we ſhall 
know that we are of the truth, and 
xdag aſſure our hearts before 
im, 


THE 


THE 
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That Love obiigeth us alſo to fu'fil the poſitive 
pars of our Baptiſmal Vow; with a prote- 
ſt ation of obedience to it. 


Y former diſobedience and re- 

#/ }_ bellions againſt my bleſſed Lord 
and deareſt Maſter, I have ex- 
amined and bewailed ; 1 have conſidered 
that by fin 1 wound and crucifie him afreſh, 
and therefore have reſolved to fin no-more, 
never t6 lifrup hand or heart againſt him. 
But will Love be ſatisfied with this ? is it 
| : 0 
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2 ſuffici:nt demonſtration of Love, not to 
abuſe, not to injure a friend? Nor fare, 1 
muſt proceed further ; Love requires more 
than this. I muſt noe only abſtain from 
what would anger him | love; bur 1 ſhould 
further de that that will-pleaſe him, *'Fis 
part of my duty, as-it was of wy yow,not 
only to renounce the Devil and all his works ; 
bur alſo to believe a1 the Artigles of xh2 Chri- 
tian Faith, and to keep God's boly Will and 
Commandments, and walk in the ſane all ihe 
days 'of my life. | | 
_ As/for the Articles of ghe Chriſtian Faith, 
TI believe them from my heart, and reſolve 
to own and-conteſs them whilſt 1 live ; 
I never will diſpute or objc& againſt them, 
and I hope, I could chuſe to die before 
1- would renounce any of them ; as for 
other leſs neceflary. . DoRrins, 1 will de 
guided by .my Spirituel Governovrs ;- in 
Controverſies, I will ſubwi ta. the judg- 
ment of that Holy Church, in whoſe Com- 
munion 1 live ; and ſo I wil) read and pon- 
der Gods ho Ohm eſpecially the New 
Teſtament, that I may know my Maſters 
Will, and be encouraged to da it; nog 
that 1 goay Fad. ave new Myſteries, and 
matacain the private: apiniqns of a party, 

- It. remains then only, that I ſhould kee 

Gods Holy Will gnd naments, 4nd wal 
inthe ſame a'l the days of my life. And this 
| I 


oY oo 3  . if) 


vv» Ts 3 we 


' what is commanded ; This is the love of God, 


The Leve of Jeſus. 3. 


[alſo undertake ; it ſhall be my daily and 
conſtant ſtudy and endeavour ; 4 reſolve 
to obey to the utmoſt of my power; And 1 
alſo. promiſe further to manifcſt my lave 
by Free-will-offe:ings, as God thall ena- 
ble me. ; 

Bue firſt, my Love is to appear by doing 


that we keep bus Comma (laith $t, 
Jobs, 1. Jobp 5. 3..) and be thas bath my Com 
mandments and heeperb them, be-it is that 
loveth me ((aich our Bleſſed Saviour, Joh 
14-3 1+) There can be ng love without obg» 
dience, this is its farſt and- chiefeſt Tris], 
if 64 man love me, be willkeep my words, 
ver. 23- Now then, ſhould my Beloved 
Lord ask Me, as QRce he did Lt. Peter, N. 
N. doſt thou love me? would not my heare 
anſwer, wich his. zealous jr ay e, Tos 
Lyrd, thou-knoweſt all things, thou tnoweſt 
that 1 love thee ; ———=1 would lay down 
my life for thee, John 21. 15. and"13+/37» 
Now to this he rcplies again, if :hou loveft 
me, keep my Contmandments, Jobn 14. 15. 
Every time ,we tell him, Lord, love thee, 
thou knoweft that 7 love thee : He doth an- 
ſwer again, 1f tbo loweſt me, keep mp Cont 
mandments, So that withour we ablerye- 
this, we caff 10 Ways pretend to love hum, 


- 


I am 
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Tam therefore to take notice of, and to 
amend fins of omiffion, which too too 
many, among Chriftians, mind litcle, or 
not at all. in the macter of ſobriety I 
2m commanded, whether I cat or drink, to 
do it, as ail thiogs cl{c,to the glory of God 3 
gnd to be contented, wha: foever ftate 1 
am'in; for chaftity, I am commanded to 
know how to keep my veff-1 in ſanRifica- 
tion-and honour ; for as of corporal and 
ſpirirital'mercy, I am commanded to be 
merciful, as my heavenly- Father is merci- 
ful, and to forgive injuries, as 1 de- 
fire my ſelf to be forgiven ; for- reve- 
rence to my betters, I am commanded to 
honour and obey my ſuperiours Eccl-fi- 
aſticsl and Civil; in what ,concerns Di- 
vine ' Wotſhip, I am bonnd to-read and 
pray, -and meditate, to inftruſt my ſelf 
and Eimily, to receive the Bl:fſed Sacra- 
ment, to have a veneration aid reſpe&t 
forall things that belong or relateto God, 
and him to love and fear, and truft and 
adore evermore. - All theſe, with the par- 
ticulars included in them; and all other 
duries, and the ſpecial Precepts of the New 
Teſtament, is the task 1 chearful'y under- 
take, -and 11 the performance whereof, 1 
will prove my ſelf a fincerc lover of Jeſus. 


Chap. 


The Love of. Jeſus. 
CHAP. I 


How great @ bapgineſs in Bremiy fallowe our 


Is yoke i tafi, ie, and his. haks light ; 

bis Commandments aye -no: grievars, 
and yet in who fuphrc ubere is great re- 
ward ; a tergpor $,.than-which 
none is greater Ps and-an 
eternal Rappinel, iofiaitely greater than 
any this world can afford. Do not-Lfte 
what pains moſt men are at to get a ſub- 
fiſtence for this World > how they run 
and ſweat, and ſpend themſelves to pro- 
vide for this periſhing life 3 which is yee 
miſerable, ſhort and uncertain : > and ſhall 
T not labour for the meat which abiderh to 
eternal life 2. Shall 1 be at no- pains to ſ& 
cure that life which |hath +no- end, and 
knows no miſery? O that I, could duly-un- 
derftand the differeace berwixe this life 
and the life wa come | how would I 
ſlight the one, and defice the other 2 or 


rather, how cheariully would le 
this preſent , to obtain” that 'w 


is eget, Is. not. there ſervants; 


work hard.d 'by- day, a: -n Ro . 
fol wages3,. who. arg elmoſt 


ether f 
b repeal ewployed, about their pakaes; 
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buſineſs; and yet have ſomceimes no 
thanks, and «dKen"bar #- forry reward; 
and am not I one of thoſe labourers whom 
my Lord hath” fired ro workin his Vine- 
- yard? Mat-2t.- Ain nor'1 one of thoſe 
Servants whom he hath intruſted wich 
his goods, to whom he hath intruſted Ta- * 
lents to improve for him; and 'do not [ 
defire he ſhould tell me one d>y, Well done, 
thou (goed and faithful ſervant > Mat. 21, Is 
"not. my falary grear, greater than any 
*Pritice on Earth cowld make it;greater than 
Icould wiſh, greater thant can compre- 
hend ; &ternal reſt, eternal Joys, eternal 
hap;1inels, erernzl glories ; Eternity it 
felf, he himſelf will be my reward. Etzr- 


nity ! Erernity!  Ecernicy ! Bleſſed Ecer- 
nity. Ecernity never enough to be con- 
fidered ; Fternity never enough td be v1- 
hied, ſhell 1'6brain thee'by what 1 do here 
for my Lord > ſhall I obtain thee by that 


imperfe@ ſervice I pay to my graces M:- 


fi:r> 0 God who baft them (hat 
love thee ſuch good 
Sixth. Sund, af- things as paſe mans wn- 
wer-T 710. derftanling, pour imo 
cx; 4 _ "our hearts jou love 10- 
pn 2 all 
Thingy, may obtas romi eb exceed 
ihuhar we can defire, through Jeſms Chrift 


oo Amer. ' Lord -1 ara not worthy 
| to 


3. | 
© 269+ 
2 


YO" 8 
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to bs called” thy $on; | have ofeen beg'd 
robe one of thy hired Servants, : the mean-» 
eſt; {o 1 love avd obey beſt.* O-let: mes 
like thy Servant Moſes, ever have a reſpeft 
zo tbe recompence of tbe reward, ever confi 
der what't ſhall ger by ſerving thee, chat 
1 may be diligent, perſevering and chear- 
ful in doing my duty. O my Soul, bluſh 
to conſider how laborious men are for the 
uofatisfying acqueſts of chis Earth ;3 how 
eager thou haſt been thy ſelf in ut 
of them ; how flothful, how.unaQtive a 
heavy thou -art in working for eternal 
Reſt, for the treaſures of Eceroicy, for che 
glories of Heaven, for thoſe Divine Plea- 
{ures which are at the right hand of God 
for evermore. Wheace comes this, un- 
happy Soul, is it-not, from-1 

tion ; becauſe thou doſt not-lift up thine 
eyes to ſee whecher rhe way of Love and 
Obedience will bring 'thee 3 becauſe thou 
doft 'not look beyond the Warld, 
things &ernal; betauſc thou doſt not ofte 
enough 'meditate upon Heaven and ;Etrg- 
nity ; thac unvalſuable, infinite recompenee - 
which awaits thee, as ſoon as thy: work 
15s finiſhed. - Reſolve therefore: toiament 
ond and avlly, once _w AED conkider 
what are rchy - wages, what | 
by ſerving' God. As che Apoftle lays bf 


afflitions, chatthey- are ligbs and bi far 4 
- 42g "0% 3 moment , 


* 
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moment, whilft we look not at the things which 
are ſeen, bus atibe things which are not {een : 
the ſame we may ſay.of the moſt dificulc 
of Chiiſtian duties, -that zhcy are light, and 
but for a moment, that, they are eatie and 
toon done ; that there is no tediouſneſs, no 
hardſhip in thew, whilſt we look upon 
things eternal, whilſt we have 4 reſpe# 
unto the recompence of the reward, 


—— 


_——— 


CHAP. Il. 


That to win our hearts and duty God propounds 
great rewards 10 4. 


His conſideration doubtl: {s would 
| be powerful and «ffeual; would 
"wake and tir us up, and make us ative 
and-lively, if we had it often in onr minds. 
Therefore. our -BleNed Saviour, to encou- 
rage his. followers and make them dili- 
gent in his ſervice, doth often- give them 
tounderſtand, what by parables and what 
by” plain declarations, that they ſhould 
not (ſerve him for nought; and- that they 
ſhould be no loſers by him; that he would 
confider them for their time, for their &x- 
| for their ſufferings, and for- their 
-- that he would take notice of the. 

leaſt tþing they ſhould/'do for him 5.0 
E459 : enact 


The. Love of Jeſus.  '. 9 
that even a Cup of water given for his ſake 


ſhauld not g> unrewarded ; and that their 
reward would be great , bountiful and 


moſt excelleat,far above their deſerts, and 


even above their wiſh's..and apprehen« 
fions;- an Angetick nature,.. a. glory. bri 

as the Sun it ſelf, an ecernal life, an hea« 
vealy, and: endleſs kingdom, his. &wa 
joys ſhould be their portion and their re- 
compence. And we find alſo-the Holy Apo- 
ſtles, affuring thoſe whom they broughe 


' to. work in their Lords Vineyard, that 


they. ſhould: certainly. have thaanfurey and 
be- paid +» moſt generduſly for their work; 
God-will render to every man 40c0r ding; 10his 
deeds, 10 then who: by petiomt :continuance in 
well doing, ſech for glaryy honour, and inmor- 
:4lity ſhill be rendred eternd! life,, Roms 
24 6; 7«. Every man ſhill receive bis own re« 
ward according to. bx own labour, . 1 Cor.'3s 
8: And Sts: Paul, to. eacalrage the: Corim- 
thisns, - cells: them, that. we: Chriſtians are 
entred neo a race; at the end whereotwe 
mayiſeethe Laurel, pelmam in ſtudio poſuram, 
2 gloriqus|priz2, an 19corryptible Crown, 
if we will rue and. hive fopic, 1 Coreg, 
24- and he likewiſe: refls the + Epheſians. 
that whatſoever good thing any. man doth, tbe 
{ame ſhall he receive of the: Lord; whether be 
be- bond or.; free; Eph. 6.8: 8c. Peer. allo 
teacheth, £hat we. ſhouldTbe movell: and 
H 3 
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encouraged, by the greatneſs of the pro- 
miſed reward, to” forſfake our lufts, and 
wholly devote ourfelves to Gud ; exceeding 
great and glorious promiſes are groen unto ur, 
har by theſe you mig be. be partahers of tbe Di- 
wine Niture, beving eſcaped the pollution 1 as 
+ in the wortd through tuft, '2 Pet's 4s 
Chriſt is become 3he. author of crernal falva- 
20n to them vbat obey bim, Heb. 5 And 
fo the reſult | of all cheſe may be compre- 
hended in'the exhortation'of Se. Paul y My 
beloved Brethren, be ye ftedfaſt, vnimevible, 
ttweys abomding in the 'worls of ' 1bg Lord, 
foraſmu. þ as'y» know. that your labour 4 nor in 
vein inthe Lord, 4. Cor. r558$; ln thisdſente 
good: works are mericonous, in that they 
procyre us.2 reward; a reward infiaitely 
r. than their: own deſert. Lev mw no! 
refore,25 the ApoRtle exhorts, be wear) in 
welt doing, - for we ſhall reap in due ſeajon if 
we faint net, Gal,/ 6: 9g. | ber us* compare 
together the 1crmns bf vice and-) verrue, 
how unlike 2re the fruits'of: ehwm(y and 
 Jec wk bear this ſhort ſaying'/in our minds; 
If we ds itt ibe. pleaſure w-ſoos paſt;.1he grief 
and puniſh.en abide long wpon' 1s 5; if we- do 
well, -the trouble ® ſoon ' ended, vbe joy ani 
rewgd of it remain jor ever. Let us: pray 
antothe loud of God," and 1he patient waiting 
for: Chrift,” 2 The, '5.+ 5, who whedtihe 
1. 5 comes, | 
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comes, brings his reward with bin ; and 
ro this, tr -us | add- this Colle&t of the 
Church ;  Grang 4 grace, 0 Lord, ſo to follow 


thy bleſſed Saims in all hd, eotly 
living, that we may come 10 
joys which thou, baft [mary ro 


re love thee, hae ;F tas 
Lord, Aract. | 


FT. 


Bai Tis ha EA p. Ih lied 
it Love 4 es __—__ t 
in it ſelf; with & My bigation to 14: purpoſe. 


Ur, though it -_ en a 
.OVE that-graci 

very much. the that Ofecle Sms are Ole to. . 
do, yet Love ir (e]f 1s not. mercenary; 
Chariny doth nat ſeek ber (faich Se. Part: 
x Cor. 13. 5. ) we mey defire-our promi-) 
ſed reward, ani ſetour affeibns upon it; 
35 it is 2 demonſtration of Gods infinite; 
love and goodnefs ; or becauſe, it.will, 
the expreſlibg of our duty and thankfulaels 
when we ſhall love, and glocifizan;! adore: 
God perfeQly at for ever, ; or, rather. be- 
cauſe the reward 3s binlelf. who will 
be ro every faithful. ſervant bys Li gngs 
great reward, Gen. Se 4 , as well as ro 
faickfu] Abrabomy rew 7 fincere 0de- 
dience with he frus himſelf, beia og 


Pn 


—_ 
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all in all to his Saints. But fiill 1 A 
Loveis not ſelfiſh, bur free and generous, 
wereto be gained by it, it would 
haye- great ſatisf9Qion inſhewing it (elf ; 

rhe work'and. labour of Love is 2 noble 
| a pjous heart.” When he thus 
refle&ts iencs, and thinks with 
humnſelf;-by che performacice of 'this duey, 
by this 2R at yertue 1 ſerve my. deareſt 
Lord, I oblige my beſt friend ; 1 expreſs 
my love to him whoſe iofioire kindneG 
tome hath cong es my heart, whom-1 
Joveas wy- _ to whom I wholly 
woe b Rk for whom 1 defire, both 


Of oy Soul) who feeleſt what a0 Ex- 
Port Joy cir*15. to re Fo r or rather 
unh1ppy Soul, who can ew ſo little 
Jove ro Peſut | Unhrppy nec-{fli-ies of a 
frail body, bobappy py diftcations of a troy - 
, blefom:worls! Why am 1, by ycu depri- 
ved of the contiquil pleaſure of waiting 
. edntinuzily on'my Diviceand woſt loying 
Moſter'? But ary be my gracious Loxd, 
_— have mire Opport unittes of 
him,” and'expreſſing my aff:Rions 
ro Rin He hach made/ Weſfles of necelhi- 
ties, 'he hath "turned Nature into Grace, 
2nd '6f human Duzies he hath madeadts of 
Relision. . In" ENT OE mine own and 0- 
wants, 5 fT obſerve che Rules of fo 
nety 


FL T_T IRE YH 1, 


'  Thh dove, of. Jafus, ©. 


welewy and charity, he takes occaſion 0 
ble(s and reward me, as if he were thereby 
glorified. 107 diſcharging '3he duties of 
my place and calling, if 1 am diligent un 
faukful; though. my work be never 


> ws mw s ww 


e de ſervice done 
| PR, ith Y t. Paul) obey [at ae 
| pur apeeciint, do is heertily, 


| wn” {n96;F9 


jr. lng CE ; 


It I am ggn{faentious 1n.all my 
works,'he takes it; 25.4 mk of 

and-part of 0 my duty co. him, 
conſtant c gf BY, cogvi rla =» 


| ol en 
? ' a 


CHAP; V; 


RefleTions an the vanity of rempbral things ; 
- ſome holy reſwves and prootobrng 


rd pee Soul? RU deere 


_— ny 
tot thine 
ren ork te]! or arg chit the © more'thou 
loveſt the bet of earthly things, the ore 

Crotfes and ſorrows vr bef thee > the wore 
them, the thore' weary 


the_fanher from pines 264 
Fe, -vhie 


de hg en borl'fo 


wh 7, of bo Boro 6 
to ph4Þ che work We tre 
to have 


hi 


tf, ſo 
Pl 
td" be 
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\ The Lownef JUNE: 5 corp 


with e ah 
0p 0 bag no ns ef + ws 


other mcns 
love God; Tones (eek hi 


i 


Ve..10, al 
- at. wig | TIER 
greateſt, regret. and . 
wayli they aot give,io: 
geanze, thit chey. m 
tothe xight, han 


and Tele Wi 


CA FFT oy: 


wy adn = ng 

r- who. can eſs plea- 
lures, OR oe JOYS whergio they 
enter,,; 16We-£0, £030} And {ee 
CE es Br Spit as 
yu - Be on het 
ie cercainlyrane whic $10 Be Joſt 
and ſhall ranain unchan cavyeend 4 og exeraity | 


If 


; vo 
r61The Refdbiived Mowaſt try" O”: 
"Wit "he (6, "that thdeed thou muſt Uir, 
ant of6/of thole two ſtates muſt be thy 
pottiod"f5r ever: then pur '6n now thoſe 
a#ins, which thot thalt certainly en- 
rertain when thou ſhalt b: near to ex WP; 3 
- upon-things now-as' thou ſhalt 
$6 will make thee wiſe, 2nd de 
hed-ſee't Triith naked ; ' For thus 'is cer- 
rain 6 wbcb! hs rue "ie" and al 


» Thi ſee, that 

ne Cows Yoke _ and Ft os. 13 
t greateſt ' happi to' ve under his 
Rey 3 by es his favour, whoſe 10- 
here na + I] weighed 

10n' well we 

where oro that there is no 
w_ þ or Pletfure i thoſe lufts and 
muſt 'thov*d1dft renoudte, when thou 
#Chriftizn'; that thy Vow was 
_ $ refioiatiog of thy $5 14 miſery. 
"Twill make thee underſtand, that it was 
n6 "great" hatdſhip 'thou'' Uidſt andertake, 
when thou- pfonnſedſt to ſerve Gat, and 


be-a' Souldier' of Jeſs under 
the'Crals'; tia”? oy ae ker Sea 
er A truly happy; df to en 

(7 pryorngyis * Soul,” conſidering that of 
aeveſieey thou teſt either by fd! ſerve the 


Devil, 


hs wy "TIT W 


au pro os Fs ; 


work devote ſelf to thy | thy 
beft Mafter ? EE HE 


Fo ty 


uo 

jr the fo blogs and how ag! 
ldap ſelfro he chine... 
. heart diſown and bewail all thoſe a@s 

of mine, whereby at any time 1 have diſ- 
owned or diſpleaſed thee ; could the ſhed- 
" of my blood reca} or expiare'\thimy" I 

dg bevy | hve hewdmy'd 

I have 

od i#Iwero wet r Ru She? 
retraQ'ic wal nf anrny ww." 
pity my wea A 
and let me be received ani lea 
ber of thy | 8:rvants. '' I am nbd; 
pre =o thing thou ſh1lt pleaſe, ''fo'1 
belong to hoe, On our firſt 
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"Lord, now F as rtlp- prild vp. -gay: 


ſelf 1 
LK _ bo ogg war 5 


had rather ſerve thee than be 


the greatef rince an earth ; 1 had rather 
op =p ons command "w | Mankind-; 


fayayr to all the Riches. of 
< Ar ather, lufer and evea. 
fon ces oy, witho thoue, Le 
$ 
IT Jvc Frneh, ere vl far ever, .. 


F 


CHAP. VI, 


WA” having bought #9, ba:h now 4 juſt 
£1610 M0, Or any pane yak 
WAITE reg ds not. lo mach aivt is 
25-Who it is, thatgom- 
T7 


fat. be the Beloved requizes 
ve doth, ac ar; TR 


flow who would ie obey ; by 4 ro 
whom 


0 (Th# Lone.of -Jeſbss. - 


as Fr belongs, to whom he owes a 
ſelf, and _—_ more ; for;every Chri- 
Rian owes Jeſus to Je a who att rn him- 
ſdf for.him. Fhe old 

dus cah rnperes, roy by wg 
that will be __—_ by you's .none 
of us canſay ſo to'the w oe we ox 


Py 


for bqhath jodced bough 

own(faith Stc Paw) egrerh 

pits hence 1 wma ik 

glorifee Gad: in your body and DES 


which are Godes: Ni G9EOpe; our 

diſpoſe, out+ Divine Maſter mm Þ 49 

juſt propriety .1»-vs, we ws Vip 

and "Would'ts Gor we: PEREng 
6 Dx-right4 


ol 


goers ry bur cur. wn 
his before;\40is he thar- ma 
had. ctrangett 'our ſelves: from hi 
placed dor:leveon other bin 
touldnor qounes hisowe. 
hin wer 1b om 129.63 yol.voe 


. TI, [1 *»#x : - © +» «* 6 
TN? 80 TESCGI 43200 ty 
4 = . 


- for other eHings, f 


The ea ame, 0 hd 


e3©O 7:21 fi: 


9OH-A'P! " Lin ms; 0 


aged to ſerve our - Bleſ- 
rewed "Promiſes" pargags 


b 


How aſh wh are 

fan tut, with 
acorns confider” -hwhads: ham) 
= "Chriſt's by «' ſtrong andinedpre- 
"ticle He ferve Nin T: do cher 
plogeriwotk: whichbelongs to me; whilſt 
hgmhch commanided, I:do 
lobe k Ta $3 my duty; 'whar his love 
to me cchallcngech, and what my love to 
him deſiresto reciiri Had 1 Ten: Thou+ 


> great 
{dich hat will wr orar; my 
Te hrs, and heallows: me-tiine 
or pleaſure: and | recrea> 
rivo, ' I hve” Guarelice: a moſt- graciaus 
Maſter, and therefore 1 refolve and. pro- 
wiſe to: <6: iwhat he r_—_—_ m8; '1 
will except: ary arthing =" 
Nall be oy joy 03 es OR duty 

I will make it appear that I ſerve out ot 
love and afﬀfeRion. O my deareft Jeſus, 
would my heart did feel what it ſhould 


The Love of Jeſus. _ 21 
would I could expreſs 
what it fcels; and Qui viget affe#u, 


would 1could perform non gemi! imperie. 
as much as I expreſs. , 


But, O my: Bleſfed Lord, | how frequently 
and.unhappily do 1 forget that ther my 
my Maier, god and 1 thy. Servant; am 
chicfeſt bukgebs/ is to do "thy. w 
that my greateſt happineſs, as we poi 
is to, dbey. thee? 1s.it nor becauſe allo 
forget that thay, dig rods we fo 
wretched lavery ? t 
pay an immenſe price for .me 7: that hed 
becameſt a.Seryant for me,[befors 
requireſt, any ſervice;from me 5-2 
thou didſt firſt-love, me.. before thou didft 
entreat my love ? O thou,great lover and 
Saviour of meo, I wholly give my ſelf eo 
thee Body and Soul, Heart and AﬀeCtions; 
I de<fice to be thine x 1 pray. that. thou 
wouldſt make me. ta, be, thine, and-thag 
thou wouldſt own, me for. chiae,, t 
thou maiſt be mine.to crermucy. Wouldft 
yo" know (faich_ St. 

Aug.) what thou muſt _Aliud non queris 
give for Heaven? Give pretium niſt . 2e ip- 
thy elf, that is the price; ſum ; tantum valet 
nothing leſs will ſerve, quantum es, te ds 
that alone is oy 24 & habebis ilud, 
fuRclent- {om _ Manual. 
worth "juſt what 


art, 
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in regard of an honourable 

tip > oteres eeg T not count it 

- greateſF honour preferment to 

ve the King of Kings and Lord of Lords ; 

the ay 4 he pays his ſervants is infinicely 
f 


. ve; 
= 


an any the eft Monarch can 
ati co of with dif- 


e 
i5 


=. 
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0 The Lev" of  Jeſns, © 23 
I ani'a Sefuant and 4 lover of Jeſus; & fer 
vant and 4 lover of 1he Bleſſed Jeſus. 1 will 
every morning confider ; what can I, do 
this day' of, What my Lord hath comman» 
ded-Mme > whar: dutics.of ſabriem,' rightrowſe 
neſs Ox godlineſe, can'T\\d:i(charge to. make 
it apptarchit Jeſus is the Matter I own 
and obey > None of av+ lover Þ 30 himſelf,” end 
no men dies to himſelf ; far whether me live; 
we live unta the Lard, or whether we die we 
dit unto the Lord « whether me live therefore 
or dig, we are the Lards.; for 10 this end 


Chrift hot died; and yoſt and revived; that 


be might be Lord bath of the. dead and living- 


— 
_— PE y, hs 


. 


CHA Þ. VIIL 


Meditations 10 excite uw 104 fincere and 
' feruen Lowe. | 


My Soul, whith:r canft thou fly for 
' © be fecure and- ac reſt? Thon doſt 
converſe with'(neres and temptations; thow 
art tz ken up. with cares and concerns that 
come tg nothing ! whither canfſt thou|re« 
tire to be free dangers 2 what place 


_ of leiſure canſti thou- find, wherein thou 


maiſt (ecurecthy duty and' chy happineſs? 
\ The Loyeof Feſus muſt be thy 

thyOleuftrum 4njeme, 4 Cloilkor or: 
ble | 


Ro 


wm” 
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 forthee to dwellin, and be'fafe. Thi- 


ther retire under the banner of Love, Cant. 
2. 4-20d thererhou ſhalt wane netrher pro- 
eftion Nor encouragement. 7e' that love 
the Lord, hate evil ;. be the Souls 
' bis Saints: be delivers them out of 1he 
and of' the wicked. Light. is fown for the 
Righteous : and my for the upright in 
beart, Plal. 97. 
Conſider whaed Love hath done for thee ; 
andthou ſhalt cafily believe that it can-do 
much upon thee.Eove, 
*.. Omne agens &@ like ave Fire, turns 
omne amens vult ſis. all things intoits like- 
bi paſſum, & ama-' nels. Ie veſted the 
rum 4/ſimilare. moft perfet God with 
| thy fleſh and ioficmi- 
Ne etiam fimili- ties : Becauſe reſem- 
tudp deefſer amori, blince love , 
ecce immonials,, GoJ would become 
mortalie facing eft. like thee, char thou 
mighe-{t | Jove/ Him. 
And if thou wile entertain/ahd follow che: 
Love of . Jeſue, 'it-will make-rhee-become 
hike: him; if-thow wilt walk-in love as be 
walked, Ephiy. 2. it will (maketheecatt- 
ly tollow.hi s footſteps, and arvive'to its 
perfet happineſs. Be- 
'Oejin «43a79), bold bow great, how won- 
Ws 4 3 root ararty garkrbgts, hr ! 
pars Riga \perſeftion 


cannot 


_ 


ww i» 5s * © 1 9 OO © 


The: Love of Jeſus. 25 
cannes be urtered;, we of + whey 
wah pads Jor. 30 £x- aus, un, gay 


In this wa. manifeſted the love of God to- 
wards ws, becauſe God (ent bis only begotten 


Va 


# 


Son into the world, that | 
we might live-through Quite totum & 
him, 1 John 4. 9. He ſemel dicendo fecis, 
made thee with a word; in reficiendo.. & 
but 10 ſave thee be, dixit multa, @, 
wrought . many wonders, -pertulis dura. Betu. 
and (uffered many pains. of la 
The Jews, when they ſaw him. weep 


' for dead Layers ; Behold, ſaid they, bow 


be loved bim / when thou ſeeſt him ſhed, 
not only Tears, but his Blood alſo, dying. 
that thou maiſt live ; wile not thou ſay, 
behold how he loved mel and. then my. 
Soul, what cant thou do, _ but | rettira 
love for. love !. lt is eafie,and it is profita-. 
ble, and-it affords the greateft of pleaſures, 
to love him who thus loved thee. 

If by a hearty. fincere love thou canſt 
dwell in the boſom, and approach the 


| heart of thy deareft Lord, there thou ſhalt 


find the ſweeteſt reſt, the pureſt joy, the. 
beft of ioftruRions,. 2nd the greateſt helps. 
and  encouragements. co. perieR__ holinels, 
till chy , happineſs bn pſeet If with an, 
unfeigned affeRion thou canſt daily - re- 
368. peat 


| 
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ae Ivieoca.s 2 ICSD: 36. mos clit Parks 


theſe few words, which have a. 
quettly' 3 in the moutti of fome devour 
 11ovt thee dear Jelus, 1love ther 
dear Ic(us | | thou haſt learned that which 
will teach thre *doctito\live and dic well. 
ad os eng og arg 
Oja, (nmEueu not not Nhte 1t 
Port voy 4b felf, bur ſo far as it 
Xers TOY &-'-1S ſubſervientto'love; 
- . 18 and thou thalt be fo 
far from being afraid 
of death, that thou 
—_ with with a primitive Saint, ogg 
in thy powerto e many times for 
A devout love for him, will make thee 
find that true peace and'fatisfation, which 
the world with endlefs labour vainly fecks 
inearthly enjoythents. It will make thee 
ſay (bur withour fear of change or difap- 
ponent) with barry mzn in the yn 
pel; Soul ext an be 
whine eaſe, thou baft much ex tal up fr up for 
years, Luke 12. yea, fot eternity. 
orldly Men, as chough they had a 


P prope, the more they drink- oue of 


_ broken Ciſterns the more they thirſt, 
more unſatisfied they remaio ; - hue 
x ls love and fear God, 
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and felicity is everenjoyed. 0 fartunats(- 
domi oft 


ions Sol chart —_—— 70 dons 


| enough at home-to 
ET funny bo 


Omy Soul catertain that blefled Gueſt, | 
wu otead ] being RIES 
Og nns of. 0 thy waats rs, 
«age quarts" Love wil 


temptations, and ſe-- Prherensiegarde- 
cure. thee from @, lis punire, con- 
it will deliver thee -ſcientiom  wunite 
from the terrors' and non pottrants Lak. 
boncage e of the Law, 
and bring thee to the reſt and freedom of 
the -Gofpel-yoke:Avit * * 
ſelf gr —_— on towards Brevis _—_ 
on, ſo will it ti imer legem, & 
Ril increaſe thy hap- Evargelium, timer 
pine(s tifl_ its coaſum- & amor. Aug. 
mation. 

Buc my Soul, ſuffer not thy love to be 
fantaſtick, and to ſpend ic ſelf in thoughts 
and wiſhes; the exp;cffions of Love are 
obedience and ſubmiffion, with « devour 
life. Whoſo heepeth bis Ward, in bims in the 
love of/Gad perfefied ; bereby now we has | 
_e are in bim, 1 John Zo Fo 


Princes 
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Princes have maoy Flatterers,. and but 
a few Frichds, Jeſw 'alſo with many pre- 
tenders, and buc a few lovers. Multicudes 
wait upon hirmh in Mount” Gerigim to re- 
_ceive his Bleffing ; in Sinei, where he gives 
his Law, he hath but tew attendants; and 
fewer ;yet in Golgoths, where he himſelf 
ſuffers, and calls us to take up his Croſs. 
Therefore my Soul;by obedience, ſclf-deni- 
al, and an humble patience, juftifie the fin- 
cerity of thy love and p 1085, Fol- 


ſincere, imitation, and 'thou ſhalt certain! 
come to ſee his face, and' to dwell wit 
him in glory ; "for where he is, there ſhall bis 
ſervant be, John 1 2.26. ' They that be faith- 
ful in love ſhall abide with him, Wiſd. 3.9. 


mm. 


CHAP. IX. 


Chrift ianity abſolutely requires our Love 4nd 
riteft Obedience. 


His double duty of dying unto fia 

and living unto righteouſneſs, ab- 
Raining from chat which is evil and doing 
that which is good, I am obliedt oo por- 
form by ſtrong and indilpenfable- obliga- 


tions ; if Edonot I certainly periſh: 'W hen 


things 


low now thy Saviour by Love, 'and 2 


we ſay in common ſpezking, "that we do * 
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things out 'of "Love, "we mean that 'we 
are free, and © may chuſe whether we do 
ther or no, -we are not boand to It; but 
here: alt along where | vhdertike to, dif- 
charge the duties of Religion out" of love, 
{do not in"the leaſt mean fo. 1 acknow- 
ledge my ſelf under che grexteft neceſlity 
of. diſcharging my*B2p:iſmal_ Vow, ' of li- 
ving according to the Golpel Rule, ocher- 
wiſe my negle&t of it would bs my ryin, 
I ſhould periſh in'my. diſobedience. © Love 
it ſejf'is a-duey; thefirft and greateſt Com- 
mandment; | thou” ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy beart, and with all thyſoul, and 
with all thy mind; Mat.2 2.37.” I recommend 
Love therefore "as the © 
nobleſt, the' ' moſt  Melzjores quor di- 
powerſul motive to2 ''rigit” amor, plures 
Religious obedience ; 'quor-corrigit  rimor. 
as that- which makes Aug, 
our  duey*eafte+ and © | 
pleafanr;/ and: gives 2 value ,to what we 
do. or ſuffer for God.” 1 know. there are 
thoſe-who reach, thac by our well-doing 
we muſt not ſeek for ſalvation, 'and thar 
our obedience is ot; required to ow I 
ſi fication,” but "may be amark vi'ane 
of iry<Faich having done'the'work before';, 


= ww 


bur this 'groundleſ##nd Enos ojt>. 
nion'ts contradicted by thoufarids of. plaii 

exprels $cri ptures;' We that Wewverh r 
ts. - 24” 
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ſayings of mine and doth them not, is like the 
man that built 'bis houſe upon the Sand: - Not 
every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
(ball emer. into 1he Kingdom of Heaven ; but 
he 1hat doth the will of my Father which is in 
Heaven, If thou wile enter_into life, keep 
the Commandments. And innumerable 0- 


thers, with all thoſe that affirm, that 


God ſhall | judge and reward every man 
accordiog 23s his works have been. 
No, the holy Religion we: profeſs re» 
uires a, conformity betwixt the Holy Je- 
4. and his Followers; that: by: a devout 
10,1tat10N . we ſhould COPY: his-Example-; 
that. we ſhould be fruicfol in good works, 
and by a fincere and -univerſa} obedience 
| ping a {he days of —— 
the word ſpoken by Angels was 5 an 
every —_— ſion. «nd diſobedience received 
a full recompenje_of reward ;, bow fhal we ej- 
cape, if we negle# ſo great ſalvation, Heb. 
2- 2, 3+ by being. Ohediove to. our Lord 
Jeſus, who, having wrought and: revealed 


it, offers it to us on the condition: of an . 


affeQionate obedience to-his Goſpel-? The 
earth which drinketh, the rain that cometh 
pon it——and beareth therns and briers, is 
nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt; 


fuch is thejr condition, who receiving 


the Heavenly dew of Divine Grace in their 
adtniſon inco, and- profeſſion —— 
| wy, 


Ly 
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nicy, yer ſtill-remaimbarren; or bring 
forth evil fruit, - But” beloved ({aich the 
Apoſtle) we ere perſwaded berrer things of 
yoa, and-things that accompany ſatyation ; for 
God i- not unrighteouws't6 forges your work and 
labour of love, which ye have ſhewed towards 
his name ; and we- deſire thas every one of jor 
do fhew- the (ame diligence; 10'the full aſſue 
race" of bope 'unto-the end, Heb. 6. 7. &c. 
He ſays nor, we' defire that/ you may be- 
confident and perſwaded of your falva- 
tion; bur that by love and 'drligent obe- 
dience| ye-may aſcertain hope, make 
your- calling and eleffion ſure, 2s St.” Perey 
ſpeaks, 1 Pet; 1. 10, :for indeed; God bath 
not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain ſatva- 
tion 6 our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who died for ws, 
that whether we wake or. ſleep, we ſhould 
live together with him, 1 Thefl. 5. 9. 10. 
in. hohaeſs-of life, - worthy 'of the wocation 
whe ewith' 'we are called; Ephel: 4. 1. fer 
we are Gods workmanſhip - created mJ oy 
Of = 


. Nl Criſt unto good works, which God bat 


dained that 'we ſhould walk in them, Ephef. 
2.40:This then 15 the way wherein of nece(- 
firy we muſt 'walk,that as we engaged and 
promiſed - when we were baptized into 
Chriſt, ſo- we ſhould: live ever afrey; 
which St.” Paul + exprefſeth thus, As ye 
bave received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo with 
Nt in bim, Col.” 2, 6. and —_— 
I 2 y 


', 
PRE. 7*. 


_ 
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thy of the Loyd,, being fruirfyl in every good 
work, Col. 1, 15\This the Rule whereby 
we muſt order the -gpurſe.-of our lives, 
chat our converſation be @ becomes the Golpe! 
of © briſt ; that our converſation be in Heaven, 
whence we lock for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jeſu Chrift, Phil. 1, 27. and 3+.20, that 

tjoever things are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, 
lovely, of good nypert any vertue, any thing 
praiſe: worthy, Phil, 4. 8. may be our c0n- 


ſtant gs ware radtice, We muſt labour, 
rhas whey peſen or abſen we may of deep. 
red of our Lord, becauſe we ſhall all appear 


before him, «nd yeceive' 4ccording 48 Wh 10bey 
him, now in his abſence, » Cor. 5. 9» 


, S 


CHAP. X. 


Conſiderations to-encourage 14 ine difcharge 
of our Chriſtian duty z wich a om to 


the Reader, 


LL this, and much more to the ſame 
A purpoſe, Which | have read and 
obierved in the Sacred Books of the New 
Teſtament, hath convinced, me that it is 
thodely: of Chriſtian Religion to moke 
me meek and humble, ſober and contented, 
ſuſt and chorir«ble, devout and. religious, 


yexeuous and holy ; this I own to bemy 


duty, 


- 


! F 
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dury, and 1 will endeavour my (elf hear- 
tily to p*rform the ſlams, And rhat { may 
do it - with chearfulneſs 2nd 2ffteRtion, f 
will tir andquicken the holy fire of Love 
in my wb Lens rye pe When 
any dury to or Man calls upon me for 
ation and; performance, 20d'l find in my 
$onl:ro0- much of dulneſs or reluftancy, 
I will again by medication ſuppoſe my 
dfing Saviour Jun, celling me, how . 
much he hatch done and ſuffered for me, 


8nd defiring me, 251 love him, to do thar 


duty which lies before mz. * Chiiftian if 


'# chou doſt underſtand the greatneſs of my 
;4:Jove which brought me hereto die for 


% thee; if thou' are ſenſible of it, and 
' wouldſt m1ke any return for it, do this, 


+ obey this command ; this may- be the 


*laſt thing thou ſhalt ever do for me, 
&© this may b: the laſt tryal of thy love. 
& Sure it would grieve thee to have denied 
* this (mall requeſt to him that gives 
{* his life, chat gives himſelf for thee. 


- Or eſe L will ſuppoſe my ſelf in the pre- 


ſence of my Divine Maſter, fictiog '6n 
his heavenly Throne: with his glorified 
Servants about him, ſhewiog me the Crown 
he hath aſſigned co-me,and faying ; © N.N. 
* W1lr thou deny to do this. at my earneſt 
*' requeſt? wilt thou be ſo unkind to me ? 
* Sure 1 have deſerved better at thy hangs ; 
I 3 * ſure 
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**fure I, who am mueh - above thee, have 
* done much more for thee than that comes 
©* ro ; but befides, 1 would-highly recom- 
«pence thee. 'Theſe my ST have 
* rew2rded with the bliis/ and glory = 
* enjoy, for having done ſuch: 

* me; and'Iwould reward "thee as” 

” Sally. To js ——_ life, \crerad] 
* reſt, eternal glory tor 'thy regompence, 
<.25 thou loveſt me, a#thou:loveſt rhy ſelf, 
© obey, that thawmaiſt be happy. Tothis, 
what anſwer could 1 wake, -but but ſuch: as 
this ? Lord, gt only tis, bur aty thing 
clſe thou haſt commanded, I am willi 

to fulfil and obey. 1-bewail my dull 
and depraved nature, that makes -me fo 
unready, fo unsGive 10 thy ſervice ; mw 
Lord thou knoweſt-that I love thee. 
would undertake any labour, Ce niBe 
.to make it appear ; I would die to juſtific 
it. Yet, "ſweeteſt Feſu, 1 beg of thee to 


increaſe my love; to increafe it to ſuch 


a degree, that, like thy Heavenly Artren- 
dants, 1 may buro wich that Divine fire, 
and be-all love to thee ; thzt fo I may be 
always prepared and cefirous ro do thy 
will. Stir up we be(cech thee, O Lord, the 
wills of tby faithful peo- 

Sund. 25+ after le, = they. plente- 
Trina, ouſly bringing forth the 
| fruit of good works, _ 


LO 6 tt os we a wk am A 
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of thee be plenrerouſh rewarded rhrough Jeſus. 
Chriſt 'our Lord. Amen. 

Chriſtian, I would here adviſe thee, 
before I ' paſs farther, That thou wouldſk 
not judge of ſeveral tos in 'this Book 
by the preſent liking of chem. Devo: io- 
"aoge, are diſcerned more by the affe- 
ions \than by «the .judginent,, the reliſh 
of.chem doth nd -upon the tewper of 
the Soul: And fo :thoſe{refolyes and me- 
ditations which - now, it may be, pleaſe - 
thernot;"miy tereaſter be very acceptable, 
when thou are otherwiſe: fiſpoſed; to be 
ſure when thou art ready to: leave the 
world, andencer thy portion of: Eternity. 
If now therefore thou wilt bring chy 
miad:coſuch a frame as then it will bein, 
I nced not fear but tharwhat 1'have writ, 
thou wile- a\{s read arid repeat (heartily 
ia the firſt P-r(on ; for to chariend I have 
thus contrived it to engage thine affections, 
to make: thee 4peak, as of thy (elf, thet 
Soliloquies, a&Rs of Love, and 'aAts of Re> 
ſolution which run rhroughouc the whole 
went beck og Mar —_—— a 
to good py uemtly ro-conter 
thy /Soul, and with -thy Saviour, about - 
thy duty and thy happineſs. However 
be fare that thou beeft (erjous and fincere: 
For certain it 1s, that for thee N." hoc 
name, Jeſus was crucified 'and «died 3.20 
I 4 certain 
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certain it 1s, that. thou thy ſelf ſhale die 
and be judged, and riſe again to atrintole- 
rable Eternity, if by careleſneſs and in- 
conſideration thou haft'been unmindful of 
thy Lotd and thy Soul ; or elfe riſe again 
eo eterna] Joys, if thoy haſt ſincerely loved 
and ferved Jeſus, F ye keep my Command- 
ments, ye ſball abide in my love, even as 1 
bave kept my | Fatbers Commandments, and 
&bide in bis love, John 15. 10. © © 


—— 


— c—_— ID 


CEN ft 
That Love will promps iu v0 free-will Offer- 
,*/ Fngs, and thinks it never doth enough, | 


4 \Hus: of neceſſity muſt be done ; 

; my: duty-as wellas' my love con- 
Rrains me-roit. Not to break negative 
Precepts and ro obdy poſitive ones, - that 
1s, to-teaſe-from finand to work': righte- 
oulneſs, is required, of me z i("I:do it by 
love; have made my tas pleaſant ; but 
yer.a taskit is which muſt be fulfilled. Not 
but thir chere' is: mercy. for i figs” againſt 
the New-Covenant, for: the 'tranſgrefſion 
of-Goſpel; Precepts; there is 5oy in © Hea- 
ven.atthe converſion of a'finner, whatever 
his ns have been; and ir:oughtgreatly to 
endedr.us to-God;: that he.is ſo willing to 
forgive; ſo defirous to: have us repent, that 
0125719! | | we 


- <0 


— © 


thorkes 3 ih of ft 


ub 14 4 mw *, pawyt 


| by may well % Hand more, _ 


: Th# Lov? of Jeſus. 
TS be, capable of his os þ Doe 
whether ſoon or-late, whether after crying 
guzles or. qrdinary fir 19s, ſtill 1, ſay ,. there 
muſbbe atme contrition,. a ſorrow and re- - 
pearance for. our fins, proceeding from the 
ove of Gad; and a fiacere endeavour to 
pleaſe and obey him for :the- future ;, and 
ſo thus far we-are.drawn,. by a moral. ne-- 
ceſligy, by \the et our own. happi-- 
neſs,: which 15 mor, f9 bs 443 =. 0 
ther way, Bar. pe. (hall wo ; & and 
not g9 on? er. than is requ 

*tis well ind 1p wh we 4 ak oe: 
muſt-be ſecured fi:{t. of /all, and Sk the 
greateſt care; but (hall our love proceed 1 no - 
further ? Sure that Chiiſtian who is: beſt 
aſſured of his falvation, will love God 
moſt of all, and,make ro. him the. greareft * 
and moſt hearty, rerurns. - n-2 Man - 
is. qualified for ;Heaven,, and. enjoys the | 
greateſt happineſs this-world 1scapable of; 
that: is,' aloe of Gods favour, aod a we 1: 
pen, why of a. fucure. bliſs, bs 


Soul cannot but: melt. into che maſt *a 


Rionate, Jove for Wt gracious.God, whoſe - 
mercy and loving kindneſs hath broughc | 


bm r thax gonjition, and. fitted 


r 2 much ier.; 
EE dy -A...C2 (for oo, 
of what I now- reac - 


=. 
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what needs they muſt ; may well enlarge 
their affefions to God beyond the bounds 
of prevribed duties. It is a goed "fign;; 
a ſign of a ſincere > nltaks for 'when 
2 Man is forward to un e 'for God; 
when hedoth not weigh grains 'and ſcru- 
pl:s, leſt he ſhould pu with any of his 
right. and liberty ; "but affords God a full 
mezſure and running over, and thinks he 
never gives enough, and fti]l defires that 
he mig primes "more og 'Tis 
xr that [ ait1s Cue to 
- and properly pe & e 'beſt Chri- 
Foe returns, 'the more he hath received, 
and ſo the more he is indebred z/ but yer, 
Gad is pleaſed not to require all that he 
. gives, nor 2ll chat we may give, that we 
may have wherewith to make a ee-will 
Oleridg) that we may have ſomething 
to give 
of our, Four loye znd gratitude. It was 
foretold, that ct Goſpel, in the 
4a of Chrift 1 power, - bis people 
bim free-will s with an | 
Pſal. 110. 3. And Devid himſelf,under the 


Law was at (his ag 
z Mes an, ehigs for all tbe ie rich 
net, 


oooh wel \ yp done "unto me. 
he benefits which 
Te Dare .then, were miich inferior 
em he _ fince beſtowed upon ; 


imthathe requires not, tokens . 


(for. tye- Rog da on. 2 hs 
arg was it. m_ imo the Wears: of —_ 


would. receive there kr, oft brian 
and delight in-them. And fure we are 
more d thay the Joth 10. let out 
love.and nr break forth beyond the 
limits of Coramands: and. erg Injun». 
ions ; and now that God hath opened : 
to us his rareſt Treaſures, his.own- boſom, 
oc bor ive us his. belayed Song: he wall 

ma our free | wh, he volun- 
” nowledgments of his uodeſerved 
= unipeakable.mercles. | \Tis noe. to-be - 
denied (without; imag-.fhe Lie tothe 
learning and piety- of deſt Chriſtians . 
inall Ages) but thatthere is in the New 
Teſtament Counlels 


butere well approved of ; 

whog earifal harveſt 
itully, 2 Cor. 96, 1s F. 

well 
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well>pleaſed with his open handedneſs and 
charicable:profufion;” And'sviristhebeſt 
mdication'of a\tevour+ and: loving © Sou}; 
chearfully ro exceed} what” is" ftrifly're- 
quired; itiis aIfo) the'beſt fenee eb-immure 
and ſecure our "duty £ for then ' when we 
fhck-and abate,” we thay? be” AilE within 
our-due» bounds; : Niy more, F'am ©on- 
64ent chat-asit is'beſt'n#fateft, it -s 21f 
caficr t6) give free will Offerings, than 
only. >juſb:to the daily commanded 
$accifice,® bee >thoſe- proceed from 
affe tion, theſ@ perhaps on) y: from. injun- 
&ron.. & Fiend deffred- to go one* mile, 
goes.two or ter, arid frods his Way ples 
noicloſthes leads him, w-_ he yo 
1s ro'the Wine *Journy,- and® is ' aRted 
na nee compo hte He reſ>1ves 
hor :t6-g0ions/fobe *farther- than needs he 
miuft; , will-efiiy ds-tempred- to\-ſlity "one 
Kore of whar! henſhonltd 
26 ;Bbr chisiv bearer underft6od by the Ge- 
yout leversof Jeſus, 'thanl- can'expreſs it. 
. -# 4 \Precepes are (given to 
| ey) oY We * 8} yen as Tributes 
ora oye mh $6; oe roy I; 


intern 28: [HETL 2 (oe pn 


Dof.3.5908 45 in che wor 
m—_ 1a) fat p59! © incenar ge: 
ate only piy- the: Tor” ON; 


 «gbſetve not only the precepts, bue'alſs 


| Thi Lov? of "Jeſs. © #t 
« der reſents and gifts "to the' Pritice ; 
« $01athe Church; Nog moſt Religious 


« 
= 
1X 
| 


< Intimations and Counſels, 'and bye to 
«God not only what. he exaQts, but alfo 
« free oblations,” all that they are able, 
How ' many thoufands of Saigts; no F.. 
Heaven, 'haye tiken this courſe 7 
many-that'row wear' che brig GT 
of Virginity, "nigh hore jay the Eon. 
fores® of 'Marriage," had ' fiot the Love of 
Jeſus prevailed dbet their” natural defires? 
how many who'might have" polſſeſt ;grear 
Eſtates, enjoy now the 'greater Trea es 
of Eternity; for having made themſelves 
poor, to relieye the needy Members of 
_— how thany who how fie on Thrg 
Glory, © have"choſen' hete. ro! 
5" in meannefs* and humility, * hen 
honours and & joe # portps Were # the 
kg ger afry 1re now: rewagde 
$egrobs WP! everlaſting 1 rk | 
bac *devoted their whole" tine 
Earth —- the ſervice of the "BI ed, 
t have ſpent” | 
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| Cur nongeſſum guod ifti & iſt? 5, 
Why-cagnot 1do what theſe my o* 
Aian Brothers and Sifters have done, and 
do fill } hath nor God Qane as great things 
for me as for them? hath he not given 
me the ſame promiſes as they had 2 do 
not 1 hope to be their companion and fel- 
low Citizen in Heaven? and why. then 
cannot T1 love as much asthey did 2.4 
ſhould therefore, and do .reſolvero. make 
no reſeryations ; Jeſus ſhall -have -the 
command of all he hath given me, of all 
he hath enabled me” to. :do.; 1 ſhall. keep 
nothing from him which may expreſs my 
love and gratitude, and do him ſervice. 
Deareſt Jeſur, I know I can never do 
for thee ſo much as 1 ſhould,-and 11:know 
that 1 ſhall never do ſo.much as 1 would ; 
thov gaveſt thy ſelf for me, and thou wilt 


t.15a great favour .that , 
of me and my - weak .codea- 
know that if Heaven were is 2 


peer affeQion; w 
uls with thy di ravi 
, we 

Love thee. © 


= 
ove thee. O give me grace 
I ve, to do what 1} 814-1 


= of 


o 


wil +. 4 ao + a BD 


ſtanding-mles 8nd. ore 
-Governours; 15 
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to:have done when die; ler,me do now 
Jam abſent from. thee, | 

what-1 ſhall-wiſh co ,Afodus nt. 
have done when Th Deum fine modo S. 
dwell with thee ; Berg. 
me love thee rote 

pn 9 fprvogy T wil. 

wall 1 grue thee, aud 

neme, [0-Lord, becauſe is is ſo 
Pſal:'54-6. 


—_—_— — 
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That our obedience to the Ghureb, is an 0x- 
cellent ' expreſſion of our love to Chrift, 


HE firſt inftance:of our Love.in: this 
way of free-will - Offerings, ſhou 

os gran _— to our Mother, 

arch ; got bur 5 nr hes = ways. 
vired, "bur ;hecaufe *tis 2laoft y 
ed Ways by pride and rela hy 
; what by  ignorapce and iadevotion, 
_ what by loafneſs and irs . that 
an Ox ought.to be paid to. 
raw the rule over 16-in the Lord, to. 


ders. aur. F > | 
that ul yet ay dh 
;peaple ; and that, even They 


'thatmia 
tr upon: 
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tht obey; doit ſecretly,” ar 
.twere Giſhonourable, 7 
ed *to"own it,* Henee xc 
great *negle&"bf Cobfirmatic 
neceſſary and ancient, - if -not * Apoſtolic 
Coaltiqucion 4 hence "_ — of i: 
'uport appointed days, and ieven 
biking of them ;'\ and the non-obſervance 
df Holy <days, 2nd times-of ſolemn devo- 
tion ; hence the flight regard - hadtto the 
publick worſhip mY and LE ſeldom 
receiving of the Lords Supper ; hence'the 
relervedneſs aid unhappy 'ſecrecy of moſt 
people, in not acquainting their Spiritua] 
Guides: with the ftate of their Conſcienge 
when it needs, and not \recerving-their - 
comforts an4 direfions; hence the -+þ 
"ſend; ing for the Elders of the Church t 
oa 1% wpbn fick perſons; and«hs Ty 
A ther abſslution:; :and 
ores Wit t6o many of che Clergy;the 
ily ſaying Divitie Offices, as 
Sire 10d obſerving 5 er 
T Seton peculiar to them. ' 1'may-ſay, 
" thatit fares 'wich our Church aswith ſome 
"Princes, w whq have' their due Sovereignity 
; devied. I \beaeauſe they- are Chriſtians; 
WES y © Members'any: Defen- 
gs *the'*Ch wore: become 
ow to”Pontif cal- Cira and [Puritan 
ods)? for” Jt ''tiagp- ma "5 
his 


 fromhim'; letthem yield a. free and [on 
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this Church obeyed, becauſe 'tis reformed ; 
they would not have its Laws Np 
becauſe 1t makes them inferior to 

as chough, by nn Foe Slope 0 apr 
ſtitious and over obed 6 hg 
Rome doth,- this' en were 
capable-of exercifing any , peg 
her Children, and'r gl reve y 
them. 'Bnt1 ſay, Tet thoſe that love fow 
amend this for his fake + for the Church 

is his'Spouſe and hath received: br power 


ous obedience to Fecleſiaſtical InjunRions 
for his fake who hath ſaid, be that EG 
you recerverb 'me. Tt is doubcleſs our diity 
ſotodo; andTam ſure it will be 2 gooq 
token of a pious heart when we Tart Yes obe 
themy in the Lord, whom the Lord hat 
ſer over us. * We ſhall make it appear,. 
that'we own the Authority of our Heayen- 
ly King, when we are ſubject to. thoſe his 
Officers, by whom he now reigns over us; 
to whom he hach grven the Keys of his 
Kingdom, and- whom . he hath appointed 
Stewar.is of his ſaving Myſteries; we 
ſhall have a right, and 2 ſhare1n the My- 
ſter:ous repreſentation of the great expia- 
tory Sacrifice which by the Church is ce- 
lebrated in the Euchariſt, and in. thoſe 
Divine Services and ſolemn Prayers which 
'the Church offer to 'God'datly ; a 
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ſhall receive the ful] benefit of being Mem- 
bers .of the Church, and holding Com- 
. munion with it. If this were not .abſo- 
tately required, pe I am ſure it. will be 
a very acceptable free-will Offering, if we 
do it devourly 2nd joyfully, becauſe we 
love Jeſus ;.,and this Loney (ngance 
eo'the n, rational,. ous Or 
ofthe Church, will anſwer the-beſt -part 
of that anciecit and p, Row ihed ſelf 
abnegation, 'vowed . by | nobitcs, 
when'they gave up themſelves to bein all 
things ruled and commanded by their $n- 
| "hook and .it will exerciſe thoſe two 
evenly graces, Meckneſs and Humility, 
which the world deſpiſeth, but all true 
Chriſtians own to b: the moſt Divine; as + 
they chat bi ing reft zo the Soul, Mate.1 he 2-9. 
and make us more conformable to the 
meetk'and humble Jefus. Solomon hnew the 
true Mother by ber love to the Child 1 and the 
zrue Child of God may be known, by bis ove 
«xd duty to bis Mather the Church. 


—__—_—_— 
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CHAP, Xl. 
Of ſeveral volun' ary Oblations. 


S for- corporal Auſterities command- 
£d or uncommanded, I wm ſaid 
ome- 


WO Pang O91 og AG OaeCo oro Gal; 
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gen themahlcady ; :and the chief- 
eſt uſe 2 docks of them is 20 wor- 
tifie ſenſual. .y and r0-keep amder 
the Body, that the-$pirit 'may rule and 
be obeyed; yetras they are exerciſes of 
Repentance, marks red”. pay 9s 9 
tion we conceive again&our ſelves for 
ing diſpleaſed Godz.as Me pane A or 
expreſsa dilrelifh :oÞ temporal Pleaſures, 
2'looging [for heavenly Joys, and :2an 'cn- 
deavour tor take: up our Croſs:and follow 
Jejus3 ; they :may be rhe matter of a free- 
will Offering, and they may :find a gra- 
cious reward . and acceptance, inſomuch 
_— ed agor hore mens 2nd 
2yer 0, (thankf; veng, reading, medi- 
tatian, as 'of Religion; though, as to 
the ſubſtance, they be 'the | diſcharge 


.of rhe greateſt duty God -requires of us, 
the worſhip and 1 Ant ac of his Divine 


Majeſty; yet, as to "the quantity, they 
may b:come free oblations, the «xprefit- 
ons of a greatcr'Love. He :thar: with 
devour affetions: en! ngeth  his- offices, or 
counts the: frequency of: them'by: C2:05i« 
cal hours and wilht for opportunicres; 
and he that ſets apart large portions for 
ir rom exerciſcs, or 'in the foNowing 
of his neceſſary buſineſs, doth ofren lift u 
his heart and 'rhoughts 'to 'Heaven 
heaven)y chings, makes a voluatary-offer- 
ing 
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ing of ſome of his time to- him,” of whoſe 
-Eternicy he hopes to be parraker. - He 
that defalks ſome hours from the refreſh- 
ment - of his BoJy, co beſtow them-upon 
his Soul ; he that: chuſerh- a/meaner condi- 
tion. and way apr having fewer 
Avocattons;: he may more tne wpon 
Religion ; and he that bears wich ſome 
, wrongs arid injuries, that being free from 
be diftrations of Quarrels and Lawſuits, 
he may be-the better diſpoſed co ſerve 
God, hath bought che blefſed opportu- 
nity of attending Jeſus, and endearing 
himſclf ro him; Charity likewiſe, whe- 
PP; Spiricual -or Corporal, whether 
10 giving or in forgrving, may' be carried 
Farcher than is. abſoluely. required, and 
" fo become a free Oblation,. -'He that takes 
great "pains to inftruft the tgaorant, to 
convert finners, by all means to win Souls 
to Jeſus, may manifeſt a greater love than 
was ablolutely neceſſiry to his own ſalva- 
eton-; and he that makes 1c- his buſiacſs 
and delight to prevent.quarrels, -or make 
recanciliations;:to-comfort and defend the 


afflicted and opprefied, to viiit- Hoſritals 


and telteve the; Poor ;-2nd to ſpend- all his 
ſubſtance in pious uſes for the honour of 
God and Religion, and for the preſent and 
future happine(s of men, may exceed what 
God would. have rewarded, and by; ſhew- 


10g. 
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1 ing ſo great a love, enrich his. Crown of- 


glory - and, recompence., - 1 oaly mark the 
Head- ſprings of Store; houſes of thoſe ar-- 
bitrary gifts wherewich Men may honour: 
God and enrich themſelyes;, the ſeveral- 
eminations and offerings which may 'pro- 
ceed from them, being free and- innume- 
rable, cannot be ſpecified, and ſhould noc 
be impoſed. Where: there is love, there 
is2 willing mind ; and 2 Cor... 8.- 12, where 
there us 4. willing: mind 4 man (in other. ca-"- 
ſes as, well in Charity) 5s; accepted, accord- - 
ing 10 what ,be bath and not according to what 
he_ bath nos. -* Some... .../> | 

* husbandmen-; . ſow, Ely wg 14- 
*that they may have wp2ols' w . arvpue 
* wherewith to. pay - mg' dpupyTHevs,: 
*their Debts, (which. &c. St. Johab. 

" : ks. the. labours Chm. 'Grad. '26, . 
- and offerings of Pe-... & 43*\f} 1 ORT. 
 hitents, who endea- 


« make preſents to their kind Langlord'or 
«© Be- 
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«BenefaQtor; (whereby 'is' fignified the 
i beſt of Cri dane ts : in all things 
«ſeek and Fir reg Pig glory: of their 


«© Lord. ) And others ſow, that they may. 


«2anemblem of he paſe i 


& rok ye, any; aver. ent,and receive commen- 
« dations off (mA Chit are 


«ftians, who in Gods ſervice ſeek their 


<«own glory, and of whom/our Blefſed 
Saviour ſays, that 't] 
© ward.) However allmuftfow ; and'eve- 
ry one-as' he doth ic, fpario gy or bour. 
eifully, ſo ſhall hereap at laſt” 
ven 15S 8 cheap purchaſe, give * Lou 

ſo dear fort. * The 


©Ki gy gra on 
< exernal Felicities ; but Art expe 
© their poſlefſiog becauſe he reads and be- 
« lzeves them, is like him that ſhould fan- 
«ey the whole world ' ſhould be his, be- 
288. he" ian ehe FrGey or” the -Map 


Chap. 


ave” thetr re- 
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CHAP. XV. 
The true notion of Free. nn rings wings 
cated, with an Exhortation to 
the work, of the Lord. L 


HE £ Gy be proper to inſert the 
caution of an ancient Rule, Re ſure 


* thou firſt obſerve 
« be Ne that which is com- 


*«doft aim at Co 
For OY let noe a 


or 4-5 et vale. As. 


=o TIES or covetous Worldiag 


ly. detains, becauſe he, 
wel ok firſt table of the Divi bo 
making Region an excuſe for his: —_—_ 


and Covering our ſelves ; for L ROY 


be far enough from. thus moc I 
that, 
doch ai IE C 


», - 
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Law of Gratitude we now live under: 
The infinite. Mercies of the-Goſpel, put 
upon us infihice* obligations to do in re- 
yital for. God,..all char-poſſibly ..,we are 
able. © But the Goſpel is a Law of liberty, 
all irs'extent and meaſures are not. in-.all 
1 minutely and expreſly deſigned. 

So then by theſe. free-will Offerings, 
we muſt not underſtand any  thiog | like 
Supererogations, of things to ; which we 


are to ways obliged ; or chat,exceed what 


God hath done for us, or what he will re- 
ward'or that are done without his help, 
wirhout whom we can do nothing ; any. of 
cheſe Notions is Impious, and implics a 
contradidion. But by them is to be un- 
derſtood the expreſſion of our acknowledg- 
ments, and. of that loye we owe infinitely, 
in things not exprefly commanded, and 
not "under. a” necefiity. .Of ſuch (faich the 


| the ſincerity of your love, 
2" Cor. 8. 8. They chat -like, the Macedo» 
njans bave firſt igen themſelves to the Lord, 
may well' wich chem” be willing co offer 
to God; to their power, and beyond their 
power., 'To' this purpoſe .St. Paul faith 
of himſelf, char his ber3calng the Goſpel 
of Chtift was alcogether his duty, .and wo 
utito Hitn'if he fulfilled it. not ; but his do- 
ing. it williogly for nothing in che Regi- 


ONS 


| Ie) rſpec nog by commandment, but by 
ro prove 


my pe ro mm =ww.+ic ce =-£ fro = RV 4£Ac 
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ons of dnheiss cons be bens reward, 
and that was bjs boaſting. and bi : 
of which: no: man 'thould rob flags " 
this purpoſe: alſo, the anciege't Fathers 
have {aid- many things. Thar ſome good 
works we do verim virtutis. amore, libera- 
que elefione, quam ul onnino legis coattione, 
rather by a tree choice and love, than by 
precept. That thus be 

ro do things for God.  *A+« uf. 8 Np 
beyond expiels com- F ernaluy we) 
mandments was high- mai ace +: pa- 
ly  - acceptable,; avd' I ugnt rare 
bighly rewarded. Thats Chryf./ 

to abſtain from that+ 

which 1s evil, is abſo- In.illiciths cavere 
lutely required; ard_ jugum :neceſſitatis 


* farther x0 deny our | eft, permiſſa vincere 


ſelves for-» Religions, munus arbitrii. 
fake, is- a free ablati- 
on. And much more to the ſame purpoſe 


' bs frequenly co be met within thoſe rrac 


and devout ;Jlovers. of the Bleſſed Jeſu, 


. whoſe aff-Rionand gratitude to him, no- 


thing could fu}ly expreſs or confine, 

And now by theſe, and : firſt by Holy 
Scripture it manifeſtly appears, that the 
true notion of free-will Offerings; in no» 
thing favours -human pride, or. derogates 
from Gods glory : - Can the Beggar merir 
or preſume any thing, if hechrows RAP 

K e 
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'the dirt in his hand, for to receive Gold? 
and if with Deyid we [pour out to God, 
that water we thirfted and might law- 
fully have drugk, that we may more large-- 
ly driopk the water ot Life, which God 
freely gives us,, ſhall we therefore cxalt 
our ſelves? 

Let us then endeavour by all means to 
make 1t appear, that we are ſenfible how 
infinitely we are obliged to love and ſerve 
Jeſus. Let is not, as the Son of Sirach 2d- 
viſeth, conſuls with a coward in maniters of 
war z cortule with an inchgious Age in 
matters of Piety ahd Religion ; and let us 
not think it enough to do it as the moſt 
do, When firſt the Chciſtian Faith was 
preached in the world, and men un- 
derftood what Chiift had done for them, 
and what he had. promiſed, they thought 
nothing roo much, nor too good far him, 
They chearfully parted with temporal 
pieaſures, honours and riches ; with cheir 
liberties, their 1;mbs, their 'blood, their 
very lives, that they might be faithfulto 
Je(#:,and come to reign with him. They 
made it appear by thejr patient, chearful, 
and magnanimous ſuff.rings, that they va- 
lued nothing bur Jeſs and Eternity, We 
are not now expoſed to the fame dangers 
for the prof: flion and belicf of Chriftiani- 
ty; bur we make our love and zeal appear 


by 
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by our contempe of the world, ard afpi- 
rig after Heaven ; by our-charity to men, 
and aboundiag in the work of the Lord; 
by keeping; the Commandments, as well 
as dyingiferthe Creed ; the tame Lord and 
Saviour that requires our Faithtothe one, 
demands our obedience ro the other. And 
now, if we ſpead our time 1a the hearty 
obſervance of our Lords Precepts and 1nti- 
mations, in doing and enlarging our duty 
to: the utmoſt of our power ; if we thus 
conſeſs bim before men by living to him, 


_ then are we prepared to die for him, and 


he will certainly own us as much as if we 
had, Our Crown this way may be enriched, 
and our Love ſhewn and perfeRed, as 
well as-by the flames of Marcyrdom. And, 
O happy we! that we can come; and 
more happy yet if we do come, to ftng, 


' Alleluish, and eternally praiſe our gract- 


ous Redeemer with the noble* Army of 
Martyrs ; where the loye we had here 
ſhall fill our Hhearcs . 
with divine joy, and Ubi rote virtus 
be increaſed to the erit, O anima videre 
proportions of our guod amas, & ſum- 
endleſs and unſpeaka- ma felicitas amare 
bie Bliſs: The Lord © quod: vides. Aug. 
direct our hearts into 

the { ove of God, and into the patient waiting 


for Jzius our Maſter, 2 Theff. 3. 3. 
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I need not here inſere Cautions againſt 
Vain-glory and Self-complacency | after | 
we have done the moſt we /are able ; for 
if it proceeds mbt-from-. the Love of God, 
it is nothing worth ; and if icdoth, it will 
never bring pride nor vanity. Charity vaunt- 
eth not is ſelf, and #s not puffed up, 1 Cor, 13. 4. 
Only. in the words of 

EZ &; jvelss $u- 2 pious Saint ; If we 
yvaTvs wi Xerrs © haddieda'thouſand 
yerrott,. Bec. © times for Jeſus, yet 
St. Johan | Clim. *-we ſhould not have 
Grad. 23. Il, * repaid him the leaſt 
© par: of what we 

« owe his. infinite mercy and condeſcen- - 
« fn; fer vaſt js the Cifferznce- betwixt 
&« the Blocd of God, and the blood of 
< his Creatures and Servants, if we judge 
&* accorciig. to the dignity, and not to 
the ſubRance of it. What haſt thou that 
thou haſt not received > Remember what 
Jeſus faichtoall Chriſtians, He that loveth 
Father or Mother more than me, is not wor- 
thy if me; and he that loveth Son or Daugh- 
ter more than me, is not worthy of me, Mat, 
10. 37.” and whoſoever be / e of you that forſa- 
keth not all that ke hath, he cannut be my Di(- 
ciple,: Luke 14. 33e We carrot do too 
much for Jeſus, but we may cafily do too 
lictle;' though the moſt wecan do will 
never merit Heaven, yet the leaſt ſhall 
not 


not obtain ic; *cis ſafe and impoſſible to 
exczed, bur 'cis caſte: and :dangerous to be 
defeftive, 

0. God, who haſt prepared for them. that 
love thee ſuch good things 
4 paſs mans underſtand- Sixth Sunday a*- 
ing, paur into our hearts. tet Trinity. | 
ſuch love towards thee, - 4” 25 
that we loving thee above all things, may. 0b- 
tain thy promiſes. which exceed all 1hat we can 
defire, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Amen. 

I have now alligned. Loye ics tull task 3 
to-repent. and .mortifie,our luſts, to (erve 
and obey God, and to, .abound 1n gogd 
works, even Fiee-will Offerings. 1 have 
no. more; for 1t.to do; I-would only;have 
ie.co uncreaſe, .togrow tawards per etioa, 
to be conſtant; and to endure unto-the,end. 
To help this forward, I hive here added 
2 meditation.on the,txalcation of our Ble(- 
ſed Sayiour.;,. ſome .uſcful direQions, for 
the orderiag.of our lives; ang. four :con- 
cluding conſiderations, whereby. to-affi 
dire&-.and encourage the. fincere Lover 
Jae, tn the diſcharge of..this. great and 
bleſſed duty,. the work and 1ahour of Love. 

. Let . us conſider one ancthzr, to provoke unto 


laut,. and 10 good works, Hebs 10. 34 


. 
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CH AP. XV. 
Meditation on the Exaltation of the Bleſſed 


Jeſus, 
Ive ard reign ſweeteſt Jeſu, for ever ! 
My deareſt Lord, I heartily rejoice 
1n that great. power and ory to Which 
now thou art exalted. hen confider 
what thou didſt do, to reſcue us from 
_— and to make us happy ; how thou 
didt lay by thy glories to 1nticle us to 
them ; becameſt "poor to pay our debt, 
becameſt weak to die, and ro vanquiſh 
our enemies; 'When 
- Teonfider this, T'can- 
not but”admire the 
. greatnefs of thy chari- 
ty, whereby thou were 
moved thus to relieve 
- ard faccour us jn ſuffe- 
riog, and abaftag.chy 
ſelf. F_ cannot alſo 
but be rranſported 
with joy, that in thy 
-confli&' wictrotr ene- 
mics thou didft 'ob- 
tain «the viAtory, and therby a Kingdom 
that ſhall have no end. | 
Lord, if thou hadſt periſhed in our 
quarrel, if death had ftill detained oy. 
what 


* os 
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what grief ; what remedileſs. anguith had 
ie been to our Souls; not only to ſee our 
hop:s fruſtrated, bur alſo to ſee him op- 
preſt and overcome with ſo much pity and 
generoſity engiged for our deliverance ! 
But thou liveſt, deareſt Lord, thou ac 
triumphant, thou haſt gor the | keys of 
Deathand Hell. Theu art the Head and 
Saviour of the Church. - Thou art the 
Judge of all Men. Thou art - the King of 
Kiogs, and the Lord of. Lords. Thou 
itteſt' at the right hand of the Majeſty on 

h, above all principalities and powers. 
AM power is given to thee in Heaven 
and in Earth. ' At thy Name, O Bleſſed 
Jeſu, every knee muft baw ; and that we 
do moſt willingly, gladly acknowledging 
that thy Name 1s exalted above every 
name, Thou alone haſt redeemed, and 
haſt power to fave us. Thou alone haſt 
the'might and right to command vs. --Un- 


- happy they: that will not worſhip thee, 


and fubmir to thy government. Unhappy 
they that impart thine honour tocremed 
delngs and. will not wholly*depend upon 
thee. | 

Blefſed be God that we have a Saviour, 
whom without Idolatry we may love and 


; worſhip. z to whom we may offer our hum- 


le Petitions, and at whoſe feet we may 
proſtrate our ſelves. Bleſſed be God _- 
{ol , MK 4 . he 
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he himſe}f would become our Saviour 
Hid an Angel or Man been able and de- 
puted to work our Redemption, our love 
and gratitude might have been exceſſive, 
and provoked God to' jealowfte, But now 
Biefſed Feſu, we cannot humble aur elves 
too low before thee, we cannot exale thee ; 
we can never exceed in paying our ac- 
knowledgments to thee. Worthy is the Lamb 
thit was ſliin, to receive power, and riches, 
ad wiſdom, and firength, and honour, and 


glory, and bleſſing. Unto him therefore that l6- 
ved us, avd 7 d us from" ſins in his own 
blood ; and hath made us Kings ar Priefts 


unto God, and bis Father; to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever, Amen. Rev. 5.12, 
21d 1.6. 

Bleſſed Lord, 1 rejoyce that thou haft 
the- diſpoſal of me ; 1 willingly ſubmit my 
felf to thy good pleaſure, both to obey 
and to ſuffer ; I defire that my 'heart- and 
all my affeRtions may wholly be ſubje&to 
thee, . 

O, why is thy name diſhonoured > thy 
Church perltcuced > thy hely- Religion 
deſpiſed, or perverted ? and thou thy felt 
rejected and rebelled againſt, even by ma- 
ry of them chat have ſworn Allegiance to 
thee; O, that it were in my power to 
advance thy Kingdom here, among my 
Fellow-Servants'; to bring all Men-ia ſub- 

| jetion 
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jeion to thee. Bue firſt, my d Lord 
et. mi figcerl p libgoſtca the ill, in all 
things. Let hever. one of ny words or 


ations ſend thee that impious * meflage of 
the rebellious Citizens; We- will 'not have 
this Man 10 reign over us, Luke 19. I 
bur now. thou art abſent, 1 beſeech thee 
let me obſerve-thy Lyws,:and own and 
reverence thy, Power, in them *ro who 
thou hafl imparted'; hy Church and Mini- 
fters... Thoy art my. King; deareſt Feſu 
let mg. never '(ee. that hour,” thar'l (hall 
not heartily Tove, and humbly obey thee, 
Cyifiger, O my Soul, how 'grear'is the 
happineſs 2nd honour. to be one of the re- 
tnue of fo, great, ſo good a Miſter. Let 
nothi1g caſt thee- down ; thou ſhalt cer- 
tzi0ly reign above, if thou a:tfaithful here 


. 
. 


blow 5 

| 7acdh 2tf his S6ns were in fear. to pe- 
riſh with hutrger'; becabſe they knew not 
that Joſeph did retgn in Agr ; but wy. - 
ttmorous heart, why ſhould thou fear 
2ny thing, when thou knoweft that Jeſus? 


_ doch” reign 1n "Heaven > God hath given 


him power over all. fleſh, that he might, give 
Germil life, to all thac will fiotelal give 
themſelves to him. If thou att his, t on 
canſtRot' wantto' be protected, and" pro-" 
vided for. All his Servants are certmnly 
prefer'dz - al: his Souldiers come to be 
Sa K 5 Kings - 


OY 
. 
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Kings ; the Crown of life, che Kingdom 
of Heaven, th is 'of Eternity; ate || - 
che racompences id vp" for his humble 
SubjeQs. | 
Live andreign, ſweeteſt Jeſu, for ever. 
WhenolI do confidet that Legions of Angels, | 
Millions of Blefled Souls, perp=tually adore | 
thee with the greateſt nw Y of love and | 
| 


divine joy ; that all pious Men through- 
= r love and 
logand obcy- 


out all the world, expreſs 
graticude by daily worſhipp 
ing of thee; that all thy wicked enemies 
are ſeiz'd with fear and "rrembling before 
thee. When thus I ſee thee, Ble Lord 
with the eyes of my Faith, on the Throne 
of the higheft Majeſty, encircled wich glo- 
ry and power ; 1 then diſdaia the' world, 
an1 am raiſed above: my ' (ef, riatſporred 
with plezſure, to.ſee thy labours and 
ſ\uff-rings thus juſtly rewarded ; to think 
that mine for thee ſhall have the ſame re- 
ward, according to the 'urmoſt of my 
C2Pacity, 
And now, my gracious Lord, this I 
x 99 my Ape. if Tcan add nothing to 
& glory, yet* ot me enter. in, 
hn. In thy joy ; for they that love 


v0 any fool be Joes in thee, Plal. 5. 12. 


Qu. 
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- -.. CHAP. XVL 
Two general direffions about the manifeſting 
of our love 10 God. 


T is a Maxim- in Morals, quod (97-108 
facit, 'non fire, what the Heart doth nor, 

15 reputed as not done ; ir can deferve net- 
ther praiſe nor reward ; and it can figni- 
fie nothing to any purpoſe of vertue. Now 
the Heart 1s the fountain of- humane -affe- 
Qions, and the ſeat of Love ; ſo thit+ the 
meaning is, that what is not done out of 
love is infignificant and wholly unaccep- 
table, Which truth holds' in Religion 
aifo ; God earneſtly requires the heart of 
all his worthippers, and without it, he 
doth accept neither - their ſervices, nor 
their oblations. 'Thow fhe/t love tbe Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy 
foul ; and theſt words which I command thee 
this day; ſhall be in thy beayt, Deut. 6.6. 
Love therefore muſt carry: us threugh 
the whole courſe of our lives, through all 
our duty z that our eRions bearing its 
ſtamp, and fignature, may be pleaſing 
to God, and to us profitable, $0 \ thas 
16 che d:(charge of our ſeveral callings ; in 
our tatercourte-»with others at - home or 
abroad; and'in the moſt common aftions 
of our lives, fiill we muſt at, as beivg 
acted by a finccre love to- God. it is 'ohe 
of the beſt of thoſe ancient Rules which 
were 
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were given to Aſcetick perſons; *Let Cha- 
fl "1 rity which abides for 

In omnibus qui- ** ever; influence and 
bus utitur tranſirure ' ** govern the uſe we 
neceſſitas, ſupere- ' ** make of time, and 
mineat-que perma-. ** other tranſitory 
et charitas. Reg. things; - Let it go 
Aug. * along with us 1n all 

/ * qur - ways and we 
« ſhall certainly go' right. But this, like 0- 
ther general Rules will fignifie nothing, 
EXcept-1t be applicd- to particulars, My 
love to Jeſus muſt appear in what 1 do this 
day, and what | ſhall do to marrow. The 
juſtice and charity.of the words I ſpeak 
and the work I am-about, muſt juſtihe it, 
rhat indeed. own (Jeſus for my Lord, his 
Goſpel-for my. Rule, and his love for my 
comfort and encouragements. Let Cha- 
rity, .wbich abi:.es for ever, dire ws in our 
uſe of rrauſitory,ubings. 

[t is the- advice of ſome Spiritual dire- 
Etors, that we would fingle out ſome one 
eminent Chrifttan vertue to the ftudy 
whercof we. ſhould more patticularly ad- 
dit our ſelves, and examine our growth 
in Grace, by our'proftciency io- it. This 
may be much for our eaſe and for our ad- 
advantage. For the Dutics and Graces of 
our R-:ligion are-very numerous not to be 
attained and attended to all at once and 
as 


as they ſtand» togerher4/ wheread-if .\we 
make choice of any: one ſingle!, wwhich 
leads us to' all che reſt; and in- 
cludes: them all,” our. Chriſtian '2dvance= 
mentwill be-with greater ſpeed and-lefs 
difficulty, and we ſhall be Maſters of alt q- 
ther vertues, by having bent our ftrengeh 
and endeavoursonthe practice of one. Such- 
a one, I am-ſure,-is the love of Godzithe + 
Jove.of the Bleſſcd Jeſus, which if well fof- 
lowed and attended to, will bring us tothe 
higheſt perfeRion to which any Chriſtian 
can arrive inthis life. Let-it therefore” be 
our ehiefeft care to beget and entertain in 
our hearts that nioſt bleſled Love;;' and 
then, toexpreſs and perfeRit by theſe two 


general Rules. 


1. ln albour a&ions to have reſpe&t to 
God's Will, and co ſeek to fulfil ir rather 
than our own. |» This 15 recommended to 
us by the Example of our Blefſ:d Saviour, / 
who profeſſed that be. came nor ro ds his. 0wn 
will, but the will of bim bat {ens him ; and 
this was his great de- 
monſiration of - love to _Probatio dite- 
the - Facher. | That the ZHonw exbibitio e(# 
world may knows thes-1 :- oper. Greg 
love the Faiber, and as | 
the. Father gaue me commandment even ſo 1 


. do; ariſe, let go hence," John 14. 3+. 


He would go and deliver himſelf into the 
hands 
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hands of his Crucifiers, rather than not 


comply wich that order he had received: 
from God his Father. And- thus if we 


chuſe God's Will where it is moſt contra- 


diory. to.our own ddfces, we ſhall make 


1t appear that indeed we love him. Abra* 
ham was called the Friend of God; and 
God bare him . wicne(s, that he indeed 
feared God, when in obedience tothe Di- 
vine Commandment he would have" ſacri- 
fieed his beloved Iſaac ; and if we facri- 
fice-our will to God, co aRt in all things 
according to what he hath revealed'; to 
ſquare our aRions, great or ſmall, accord- 
ing to the Rules he hath preſcribed co us, 
then God will be certified that we indeed 
love him ; our readineſs to obey his plea- 


ſure will ſpeak the heartineſs of our affe- - 


Qion. - 
We ſce howreadily Courtiers conform 
themſelves to the humor and pleaſure of 
their Prince ; and ſhall we think it hard 
to-conform to what God hath required of 
us ; our Obedience being our greateſt pro- 
fir here, and our infinite happineſs mm the 
warld to-come ? Sure 'cis no difficult mat- 
ter toſay 'with that great lover of Feſus, 
Lord, whas wilt thou heave me todo? AR. 9.6. 
And if Love hach diſpoſed us co ſay it,ewill 
be caſie <nough todo it afterwards, 

In-the ſecond place, as we muſt —_— 

an 


We ae 1. 
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hand to'that Prayer we ought to ſay daily, 
Thy wilt be danj 24" 24jeb iv ir 0 hens” 
ſo muſt we «lo ſubmit our necks to- ir,'F 
mean,. that in'compliance eo'the'' will of 
God we muſt give up our ſelves, as well 
to patient ſuff:rance, as to cheerful gbe- 
dience. | - 

One ofthe great advantages the Coenoc 
bites. had- tn their Chmmunities, was the 
caſting out thoſe two words, which 'are 
che ſeeds of Contention © and the diflar- 


' bers of the world, | Mine and Thine ; "and 


if we refign all to God, whois indeed 
the rrue Proprietor, we ſhall bear the 
loſs of any thing without repining againft 
him; we. ſhall never differ with him 
abour that which is not our own; we 
ſhall have peace. with him whatever 'we 
faffer. God is the Judge, 'be ſerreth wp one, 
and bringerh down anorher.”' All chings char 


happen are ordered-by his idfinice power 
ard wiſdom ; [therefore in all, let us re- 
joice in. his Government, and with a 
chearfat ſubmiſſion humbly bow and wor- 
ſhip, and ſay with bis Saints ; Alelniah, 
for the Lord God omuiporent reigneth , ter ws 
be glad and rejoite and give honour to bim, 
| (2 7 | po og 

'1f we truly love God, we ſhall as wil- 
ingly ſuffer any ching from him, as we 
would for him; perſwaded that it is for 

| our 
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s . our. $9092.,'v we. F 
Ui. ut . not only 
_—_ quam: ut, fied, ba nk 
ille noftram | ſequa- 1 am ſwe tis ala 
tur wvoluntatems. more reaſonable we 
Aug. ſhould follow 'God's 
Will, thao he ours. 
And ſome have ſaid, that it 15 better and 
ye be bo more acceptable to 
« Perfeftiuny eft ad- - God, to ſuffer afflii- 
verſa tolerare pati- ons patiently, _ thah 
enter, quam bonis in proſperity to do 
ozeribus inſudare. the beſt. of things. 
Let. us therefore in. all our. ſorrows, 
humble our ſelves and look up' to Heaven, 
and ſay ;; Calirem quem dedit. Pater; The 
Cup that my heavenly Father giveth me, " foall 
T. not drink it > We ſhall always. proper, 
and have 81l chings at wiſh; andc Oy. 
all events, as 'one. did the winds. 
weather, 10 vit.; Patr.: if we i; $1 Fg 
here.to God, and make his Wi our Own, 
He that bath, and ſeeth all Fer mM one, 
may-always remain ſatisfied, and have. true 
peace in God, 4 
\. Magnares oft amor; magnum onmino b0- 
num, quod ſolum leve facit omne meroſum, 
& fert aqualiter omne inaquale ;, nam 0 on 
fine onere $ortat, & omne amarum dulce 4c 
ſapidum efficit.., Thom. de Kemp \"The 
guy priſoner dreads. every. "not," as Ju 
tr i 
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trembles when the door opens, for fear 
of his deferved doom ; when on the ſame 
accounts, the innocent 15 both calm. and. 
joytul, expeRing to be delivered. . Now, 
guile and the higheſt Treaſon before God,. 
is to'love any thing. better than him, and, 


- tG oppoſe our Will 'to his ; he thac doth 


ſo 'may well be diſmaid and troubled, 
and full of ſad apprehenfions ;-and he that 
fincerely loves God, and chuſeth his Will 
in all things, is ſafe and undaunted, al- 
ways pleaſed and happy. 


a. 


CHAP. YVIL 
The two former Rules explained and enlarged. 


Cts beget and perfet Habits ;. and 
"\ thus to make our ations and pal- 
ons 


fo many afts and demonſtratioos of 
our Love' to God, will ſpeedily increaſe 
that love, and ſoon bring us to perieR 
peace and happineſs. | 
But 'commoaly* ic is thought, that to 
make it appear that we love God, we 
muſt do great and exaraordinary things, 
fly up above other mens pitch, and al- 
ways be as it were gazing and fighing . 
heayen-ward. - This ach righted many 
froma religious life, from deyotiog co 
elves 


"=" 
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elves to the love of Jeſus: Bur the truth 
is that love is beſt expreſt by doing well 
our ordinary ations, that which 1s our 
proper duty and employment, 

Our greateſt pzrietion here is contaig- 
ed in theſe two: 1. To do what God re- 
utes of us, and 2: To do ic well. The 

| is to diſcharge the duties of that ſta» 
tion wherein God hath placed us ; That 
every man where he is called, therein he 
ſhould abide with God, and do his own buſi- 
neſs. This is our task as we are men, and 
as we are Chriftians. Not to do things 
wonderful and inimicable ; but faithfully 
ro diſcharge what our place requires from 
us, to pay to all that love and obedience 
which Nature and Religion appzine ; tq 
follow our. work, whatever ic bs, even 
the moſt ſervile Jabours, . a to the Lord 
and not to Men ; knowing that whatever good 
thing any Man doth, the ſame ſbat he receive 
of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 


_ Some enter. a dark 
"Greci Cell, .gnd ſome. g92 
long Pilgrimages ; but 
wherever Providence 
had placed them, there 
they. might beſt haye 
wrought their falva- 


Rludia 
rranſmaring ſefan- 
Fur, ſed, regnum 
Dei intra. vos eft. 


St. Aug, 


tion, To do. what we ſhould doin a mean 


place, 
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place, is much better 

than to undertake Memo fugit ad- 
great things, . which verſerium de loco 
we were not obliged ad locum, ſed de vi- 
to. The firſt frees us tio 4d wirtutem. 
from, and the other © Fauſt. Serm. 
doth ingage us into 

tempration.' The © Commandment I give 
thee this day, it wot hidden from thee, net- 
ther 6 it far off; it is not in Heaven, neither 
i it beyond the Sea ; but the word is very nigh 
thee, in thy mouth and inthy beert, that thou - 
maifſt do it, Detit. 30. 11. 'Tt maketh 
ſome Quakers, ſome tantaftical, and ſome 
mad, the ſeeking to profefs and to do 
ſtrange things, 'things our of the-road. 
And even in the belt of #l! religious Inffi- 
tutes, there is 'noching good, except it be 
this, thatthey are p1rtifular applications 
of rhe general Golpel Rules ; which par- 
ticular applications to times; perſons and 
places; | are beſt made by the deſignation 
of divine Providence, which co ev 
min 2ppoints that' ſphere,” wherein he's 
hount! £9” move regularly. "Ler- us there- 
fore humbly acquieſce tn God's wife dif- 
polul,* makitig thar to'be our ſtudy and 
. work, which our ſtats and condition doth 
req Fromus ; and' let our next carebe, 
jn rhe fecond placegto be intent'upon that, 
20d codoit well: We wes 
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© In what appears before the world, com- 
' monly Men.put a varniſh upon their ati- 

ons and their behaviour ; when oftentimes 
at home they are looſe,' tyrannical, and 
unjuſt. - But, a 1n- private and {every 
where, tanquam {ub alicujus bori wviri, as 
ſemper preſents oculis, (aid Senecs; as al- 
ways 40 che. ſight of God; in the moſt 
publick view. For your,a&tions at home, 
1n your Clofet and in your Family, are 
noted and regiſtred before God; _ and 
"tis by the doing them well, that you ad- 
yabgy fogward, towards perfeftion and 
gory. , * | | 
' Hos age, boc age, was often cried by a 
Herald. whilft ..the Heath:n worſhipped 
their Gods; Mind your. bufine[s, mind tha: 
you ere abous. Thatwe: muſt doin all ati- 
ons, eventhern that relate only to this life, 
diligently and faithfully co-do them as well 
as we can. The praiſe of an Aﬀor on 
the ſtage of this. world, is to a& his. part 
well and decently, whatever-ic be ; and 
tharmuſt be our care, to be juft and exat 
1n. being, agood Servant or. Maſter, Axtiſt, 
_ or ' Whatever \it be. la (0. being. conlifts 
our perfetion, and the d ration of 

our love. to God. 444 

So likewiſe 1n things that pertsinto 2 
better life 3 when you. pray, read.or .me- 
ditate, do it wich a ſerious 1gtention, jos 

the: 
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che greateſt" application- your! mind-is ea- 
pable of. Do'it as if you were now to 
die, and that were the laſt thingyyou ſhall 
ever do:for God, and for your own Soul z 
for if you be in haſt, in a hurry; and 1n a 
diftraftion, you wholly loſe your time 
and your reward. F 

Ic is ſtoried in ſome of the Legends, 
that at prayers St. Bernard (aw divers An- 
gels, noting down the behaviour 'of che 
aſhſtants.; ſome in golden Letters, ſome 
in Ink, and ſome in--water..only, accord- 
ing to the devotion or- negligence of them 
that prayed. Though the relation looks 
much jike a Fable, yer there is this truth 
in it, That they certainly weary them- 
ſelves to. no purpoſe who ſerve God 
without - attention and _ without fer- 
your,: and do the bufineſs of their Soul in 
a carelefs .and rrifling way. 


AsS/Mathematicians conſider an abſtraR -* 


quantity,not regarding whether of Gold or 
Clay.;. ſo it is not ſo much the matter 
of our ations; 'as the manner of doing 
them, that-moſt recommends them to 
God, ang makes them expreſlions of our 
love to Jeſus. ; 
As forthe ſecond Rule of bearing pati- 
ently whatever happens. - It muft be alfo 
extended to the meancit ſorrows and yexa- 
ONS. - | | | 
a 
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In all things let us be content that Gads 
Will ſhould take place. Let us carefully 
ſecure our duty, and afterwards let us 
care for no more ; leave the event to God, 
and lecthim chuſe for us. 

It is to no purpoſe to reſolve to bear 
evenly great calamities, which perhaps 
ſhall never gn to gather a ſtock of 

patience againſt violent perſecutions, and 
the flames of Martyrdom ; and mean 
while to be fretful- and argry for every 
laſs and trifling accident that croffeth our 
humor. This is bur ſelf-decceic, and an 
imaginary patience, ſtoutly to reſolve upon 
great evils when they are far off, and 
yeild to leſſer when preſent. Weare ra- 
ther to remember the words of our Blefed 
Lord, ro take up onr Croſs daily, and follow 
him. The word daily imports, that the 
evils of every day are to be born with pa- 
thence and a compoſed mind.” And that 
the wrongs and vexations we meet withal 
in our intercourſe with others, as well as 
great calamities,are our own proper croſs, 
which our- Chriſtian profeſſion, and love 
to Jeſws, obligech us to bear and ſubmic 


tO. | 
When & rough hewn Plank is to be joyn- 
ed ro-0ne. that is even, 1t muſt be gromed 
and--made ſmooth by . great or ler 
ftroaks, .at the workmans diſcretion; our 
de- 
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deform'd Souls, or crooked Will is tobe 
cloſe uniced to God, who is moſt equal and 
perfect, therein conſiſts our happinels 
we muſt therefore let, him (who 1s plea- 
ſed to undertake that work) poliſh and . 
rectifie our Souls, and make them confor- 
mable to his bleſſed Will, by whac means 
he pleaſeth ; by great or lefler blows, ac- 
cording as he knowsto be expedient. Let, 
us follow the Prince of Sufferings by loye 
and imitation, _ chearfully bearing our 
Croſs, whatever it be; mindful of this 
profitable advice of the Son of Sirach, My 
Son, if thau come to ſerve the Lord, 
th ſoul oe temptation ; [et heart aright 
conflantly endure, and not bafte in 
time of trouble. Whatſoever is be unts 


; 


thee take cheerfully, and be patient thou 


art changed to 4 low eftate. They that 


fear 
tbe will not a_ word, end they 
thit love bim will keep bis ways. 


CHAP. XVUL 


Some more perticular direfions, how to wdey 
our lives by the Love of Jelus, © + 


Rom the happy and ſafe Cloiſter. of 

JL. * Love, wherein thou art enercd, look 

not abroad upon that world that lies — 
WIC 
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wickedneſs ; Follow nt the multitude ts 
: do evil ; for Men take 

Ve #hi flumen hand in hang, and be- 
moris bumani. Aug. tray one angther to 
folly and ruin. God's 

benefirs art loſt upon the*maJjor pare of 


mercics ; Ungratitude is their proper 
CharaQter, and their greateſt guilt. Rare 
fumant fſelicibus are; All might eaſily be 
happy, if they would love and be thankful Read 
the Lives of primitive Saints, and confider 
them that are now truly religious and good 
Men. "Converſe witch them, and with 
them learn to Tpend thy time carefnlly 
and well. Time is ſhort and precious, 
ſpend it upon that that will turn to ac- 
'£ount when time ſhall 'be no-more. It 
leads to-amendlefs Eternity, and it ts given 
thee, to 'make that Eternity infinite 1n 
happineſs, *#s in duration. Indulge not 
then to idlenefs; for ie will bring "remp- 
tations upon thee, and_make_them pre- 
vailing. Labour, Watchſulneſs and Prayer, 
make us viftoriout over ſin, and win the incor- 
ruptible Crown. 

Uſe all means whereby thou maiſt be 
advanced in thy way to Heaver;z thou 
canſt never work out thy ſalvation wich 

| -too much care and; d&- 
- Malocantior eſſe ligence.' ''Tis good 
: ro 


them ; they. have no ſenſe of the divine . 
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to -make 'ſure work quem fortior ; fortis 
in ſo great a Con» © enim ſpe captus eff, 
cern z for multi- -cautus rariſſime. 
eudes periſh tRrough 

careleſsneſs and pre- | 
ſumption ; and the way to eternal life is 
ſreight and narrow, But in the uſe of 
ſuch means as | recommend, take heed of 
deceiving thy ſelf, and refting in outward 
obſervations, making that the end, which 
is only a way to lead thee to vertue. 

Thou maift carry thy 

Bible about, and read Ov 9d &p+7y 04- 
the: Goſpel, and yer m 8? KXpſawmy 
not be a good Chit- &ysſywxwar * 
tian, Thou maiſt go 

up to the Temple to Non - Hieroſoly- 
pray, faft, and give mis fuiſſe; ſed Hie- 


_ alms, and profefs the roſolymu bene vixi/- 


greateſt ſtriftneſs with ſe laudandum. Hi- 
the Phariſee, and yer eron. 
ſtill be an hypocrite, OF: 
except thou dofſt truly love God. - | 
- Love therefore, and ofren think that 
thou ſhale die ; for that will much jncreaſe 
thy diligence and thy fincerity. - Many in 
the Church of Rome put on whea they die 
2 Friers habit, and much confide therein ; 
do thou pur oa by times thy dying thoughts, 
conſider ſeriouſly, and fteal. time as ofrer 
as thou canft, to ſequeſter thy (lf __ 
L eng 


- 
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"the world. God's ſecret Voice is not heard 
. In the croud, and no 'Man meditates in 
the Market. Recife and thiak of: death, 
and put on. the afeRions' of a pemrent ; 
humility, ſhame, andforrow for thy palt 
follies; care and warchfulnefs for that reſt 
of time which God 
Deus dat ſpa- gives thee to deftroy 
tium, ut pereant thy fins,'and to fave 
crimina, non homi- thy Soul. S- Auſtin on 
nes. Proſp./Aquit. his death-bed would 
510: always have the Pe. 
nitentisl Pſalms, Cayifg, that every Chri- 
ſan muſt die @ Peni- 
Neminem Chyiſti-. teht. $0/muft he live, 
anum abſ{cue pzni- that would hvewell ; 
tentza Morioportere. ' for Contrition and 
Mortification will 
Optimam vi:#ru- make thee: Charitable 
tionem deligen{lam, and contented ; will 
& brevi conſueta- "wake thee deſpiſe the 
dine fiet jucunda world, and chuſe the 
| beſt and Cifeſt Tourſe 
of life, which if (ome think hard" at the 
firſt, will ſoon by uſe become” eafie. 
When Men have an 'opportuhity to eat 
and d1ink;ro obtain profit or pleaſure, they 
ſeldom negle& ir; and pur it off to uncer- 
tain delays: Now thou caoft, if thou 
wile, ferve God, ſhew thy love: to Jeſu, 
and make ſure of Heaven; defer it on 
tl 
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tillrime be paſt, or þe-worſe. Think whac 
thou would(t adviſe. thy Friend to do, ard 
do thou a6t accordingly. 

_ .Otren think upon thy reward and look 
up to Heaven ; Hope ſcts che world ac 
work. Jacob's drudgery fourteen years 
ſeemed but a few days to him, bran he 
had Rachel before his eyes, and loved her 
affeRionacely,' Gen. 29. 30. - 

All is not tobe :done co:day, go on in 
the way of love-and duty. Our life 15'2 
courſe, not a leap; therefore faint not 
and be not diſpleaſed with chy ſelf, if thou 
haſt not yer done what 
muſt - not be- finiſhe, Nunc peululam 
till thy life be ſo. $. laborando manibus ; 
Anthony's impatience nunc genibus flexis 
was thus reproved orendo, deinde cor- 
and cured by 'an pus reficiendo, poſt 
Angel, Work now, ef- guieſcendo, @ rur- 
terward: pray, then re- ſi iterum operands; 
freſh thy wearied na- Anthowd, fic fac tuz 
wre; and after that, & ſatu eris. 
return again t0 thy la- | 
bour and devotion. Let this be #by courſe all 
thy way, and ſatuation ſhall be thy end. 

Thus, betwixt Grace and Nature, be- 
twixt Labour and Religion diſtribute thy 
timez and in all theſe, let the love of. 
Jeſus accompany and-direct thee, and ;it 
will certainly bring thee to his glory ; 

Wh. alter 
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after thou haſt in this manner lived in 
his favour, thou ſhalt enter 1nto hjs- joy, 

1 tove them that love me (laith the Lord ) 
and they that ſeek me 6arly- ſhall find me, 
Prov. 8. 17. 


—— — 


CH A P. XIX. y 
That upon all accounts, God ſhould be loved 
all ihings. 
He firſt Confideration | is, that it is 
meſt unjuſt and- unreaſonable to 
love any Creature to the prejudice of the 
Creator. As all things have their being 
from'God, 1o- they. have from him 8ll the 
: goodneſs and beauty which makes them 
lovely to us, and God drawing upon vi- 
fible obje&ts fair Copies of his inviſible 
-perfe@tions, deſigned to be loved in them; 
or that they ſhould be loved in him, and 
for his ſake. If men being delighted with 
-the beautywof the heavenly Hoft took them 1 
be Guds, let them know bow much better the 
Lord of them is, for the- fir ft Author of beauy 
bath created them ; for by the beauty and 
greatneſs - of the creatures #roportionably 
the Maker of them is ſeen, Wild. 13. 3: 
Beauty and Goodneſs are the proper ob- 
jeR of love; and therefore, God who is 
the fit ſt and ſupreme beauty and goodnels, 
ſhould be loved before all things. w 
e 
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We indeed reverence Princes in their 
Seals and Arms, 1n cheir meaneft Servants. 
cloathed with their Livery ; but ſhould a 
Subje& ſet up theſe in the Royal Throne, .. 
and transfer to them, or even to the great- 
eſt Fayorite thoſe ſpecial honours which 
belong co the Prince only, he ſhould. 
juſtly be deemed a Rebel, and his proceed- 
ings, would: be as unjuſtifiable, as che 
diſloyal diſtinRtion of raking arms by the 
King's Authority againſt bis Perſon. Yec ſuch 
are, the proceedings of all diforderly Lo- 
vers, 1 mean of all Sinners ; who ſetting 
more of their affeions upon the Crea- 
tures,. than upon God the Creator, pay 


. them-afrerwardsa greater veneration than 


they do to him; having exalted honours, 
pleaſures and riches into the Imperial 
Chair, they do more for them than for 
the Sovercign himſelf; nay, they obey 
them to his prejadice; and agaioſt his ex- 
preſs nd Thus vicious unreafo- 
nable Men burn in the ſhade, and freeze 
where the Sun ſhines ; they dote upon 
inferior Bzauties, and negle& the higheſt 
and moſt perfe& ; they cake fire ar cark 
ſhadows, and find no heat inthe bright: 
light. Great Men have a reſpe& paid 
them, in their degenerating poſterity ; 
great Artiſts are reipeRed in th: ir lifeleſs 
Children; we highly honour unhappy 

L 3 Pazans 
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Pagans in thoſe ]Jzbours of theirs, which 
adorn our Cloſets and Libraries: God 
only is diſhonoured in his works; the 
more perfe& he hath madt them, the 
more 10Jarious they prove to him. Phj- 
digs and- Apelter are remenibred? with 've- 


netstion in a fine” Pitate of Statue ; God: 


only is 1ngratefully 

Abſurdameſt'ge- forgotten in' @ lovely 
nu poſiro ſimulacrs Creature whereof he 
atorare, & ſuſpi- is Maker. Awabfurd 
. cere, fabros wers 1mpicty this is, which 
qui ea ſrceruits com- Seneca reproved in his 
iefmere. fetlow Heathen, To 

worſhip and deifierhe 
carved Tmage, and to cake notice of rhe 
Carver chat made 1, 

God hath done like 2a loving Farther, 
who jealous of his Sons aff:&tions, wou!d 
have none to attend him bur fuch as'wear 
hrs Livety; would have the piture of 
hiinſelf hang in every Room; and all the 
goods 11 the Houſe marked with his name 
and cypher : So God, who loves men 
renderly, and defires to be by them loved 

pain, hath put ſomething of himſef in 
all the Creatures he hath appointed to 
ferve us; that which way ſogyet we turn 
our eyes, we might be-purt in ming of 
him; he hach ſtamped his name in more 
or Jeſs legible ChacaRters, upon all the 

| | goods 
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goods and utenſils of: this oh Ry 
the World, wherein he . US! 
And, now ſhall, we do p- ol os 
who cuxping his, back 
ſhould look apd ſmile on buy pi mY _ 
careſs it, and . wait upan 6 and ask 1e; 
bleſſing, while he. flights. the. original > 
So abſurd a. thing would be.counted mad-, 
neſs, and move. pity or laughter ; bug 
when we a&t the (ame folly, in loving 
the world while we deſpiſe Ga we are. 
highly criminal, and we highly provoke, 
our heavenly Bather, thus to. return £0: 
him. contempt, and diſobediencefor the; 
gracious tokens of his love. .. ,, {1 
From hence it follows, - that, - a5: we; 
ſhould love God above all, and all things, 
"in him and for him; we ſhould alſo love, 
thoſe things mo?, which have. maſt of. 
his impreſs and Ekenzsis.. Therefore Many 
who is created aſter God's image, ſhould 
be by ns loved above all other, Creaturesz 
and that part of Man which is chiefly 8- 
dorned with the. likeneſs of God ſhayld 
have the greater (hare of our afle@ion., 
God himſelf values human Sou's at. a high 
rate, becauſe they are like him; #5 aps 
pears by what he hath done and (iffered 
to fave them. Aad for the ſame reafon 
alſo, we ſhoylsd-pay to the. Souls of Men 
the beſt part of that kindgels we owe 
L 4 them; 
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them:; and if we do not, we give our 
Friends no greater love than Children 
do their Puppets; for they dreſs them 
fine, and lay them ſoft, and kiſs and em- 
brace them: Juſt as they who aim at no- 
thing more, than to make their Friends 
metry, to wiſh them toys and gaudy things, 
and to ſee them at eaſe. A fondneſs inex- 
cuſable 1n rational Creatures, eſpecially 
1a Chriſtians, who know the worth of 
an immoreal Soul, and the great concera 
of Ecrernity ; and yet ſeck only ro gratifie 
the material part of their Friends, which 
1s ſubje&-ro corruption, and ro engage 
their affetions ro the world, which paſſeth 
away and they-mu? ſoon leave. As if 
when King Edward the firſt was haſtning 
out of the Holy-land hither; co receive 
the Crown which exj«aed him, his 
Fiirends had ftaid him by the way, and 
inviced him to reft and eaf+, and provi- 
ded for him all P:incely delights and en- 
tertainments, and retarded his coming ſo 
long, till he had forgot or loſt his righc 
and his Kingdom. What is a Man profued, 
if be ſha gain the whole world and luſe his 
own Soul? and what ſhall « Man give in ex- 
change for bis Soul ? 

We are indeed much commanded to 
love one another, and in this confiſterh one 
- great half of our Religion, al juſtice 7 
C12» 
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charity, and all the duties of the ſecond 
Table. To love our Brother as we 
ought, . is the beft demonſtration of. our 
love to God z for he that ſays be loves God, 
and bateth bu Brother, is a liar, faith Sr. 
John, 1 Joh. 4. 20. and love werketh no ill 
ro his neighbour, and is therefore the fulfilling 
of the Law, (aich St. Paul, Rom. 13. 10. 
but a Man 1s to. love bis neighbour as bim- 
ſelf, Mar. 19. 19. and therefore as he Is 
moſt obliged to ſeek for himſelf the king- 
dom of God and itt righteouſneſs; fo ſhould 
he in the firſt place endeavour to pro- 
cure itto his Friend. . Or elſe we are to 
love one another as Chriſt hath loged ws, 
Joh. 13+ 33z- and that was in redeeming 
our Souls, and purehafiag for us heavenly 
joys and eternal lif-; not in providing 
eaſe and ſenſual pleaſures to our bodies 
h<r2- in this world. The reſult of this is 
thit in thefirft place we ſhould love God 
infinicely, and for his own fake ; and that 
in the next, we ſhould love thoſe oP 
moſt which have a neareſt relation to God; 
Grace and Verrue, Religion, Holineſs, 
and Men ; —_ their Souls, which 
are an imag: of the Deity ; eſpecially 
ſanified Souls, which are.moſt like God, 
Aftzrwards our leffer love for l:{s' Divine 
ObjcAs, may be reaſonable and itinveent ; 
and however we have ſecured 2” great 

& 4 * _ duty 
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duty and a great happineſs, To love God 


with all the heart, and with all rhe under- 
flanding, and with all the- ſoul, and withat 
the firength, and 10 love bis neighbour as bim- 
({elf,is more than all whole burn-offerings and 
dcrifices, MAI. 13. 33» 


— i COTE Mt 


CHA Þ. XX 
That as it. is moſt eb moſt eafie to 
love God. 


Second confideration may be, that 

it is moſt juſt and eafie to love God. 

hat it is moft juſt, is ſhewn all along 
this diſcourſe, wherein I have repreſented 
the more general and moſt excellent bene- 
fits of God to mankind ; all the which 
challenge and deferve the greateſt Love 
our hearts are capable of. . God had re- 
quired of his People, that the Firſt-born 
and the Firft-fruics ſhould be conſecrated 
to him, thefeby to acknowledge him the 
authot of all their bleſſings, and the giver 
of their increaſe. Now the Firft-born of 
our Souls, the Firſt fruits of our hearts 
1s love, Which God, who gives us all 
things, demands, as- an acknowledgment 
from us, Thou ſhalt Woe the Lord thy God 
mich all thy heart, and with al thy _ 
, c 
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We therefore commit 2 greater leges, 
if we deny him ſo. juft: a tribute, thag i 

2Jew had 0006 oEhis firſt Grapes, 
or of his- fic, Ears of Corn, But it is 
lo much the more juſt, in that it is moſk 
calie to love God. Infinite perfeRions, 
an abyſs of Goodneſs, whence Rivers and. 
Oceans. of good” thigs . £0. perually 
fow, one would think ſhould ſwallow 
up the hearts and'affeRtions of Men, as in- 
deed it doth of all that duly confider it. 
And more perfe&tly of beatifi-d Sainrs, 
and of thoſe bleſled Spirits who miniſter 
before his Throne, and are all flime for 
him. . Bef1des 'tis natural for Men to love 
what isthcirs, propriety begets or 1ncreal- 
eh love : Now God 15 our God ; he hath 
given himſelf for us, he doch now,and.will 
more intirely hereafter . give himſelf to 
us ; he made us for the enjoyment of 
himſelf, and for that purpoſe he bath re- 
deemed us; and that we might all ſay, 
with David, 0 God, thou art my God, that 
God might ſhew his kindneſs and endeax 
himſelf tro us, and affere our right to .. 
him, he hath aſſumes the names of thoſe 
relations who love us .beft, whom we 
love moſt tenderly, and whom we count 
moſt ours. God the Father is pleaſed to 
to be called our Father, God the Son our 
Brother, .and God the Holy Ghoſt our 
Com- 
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Comforter,as it were our Friend ; thereby 
t © expreſs that affection which he hath 
7 for us, and the pro- 
Nimis durws eft priety which we may 
"enim, qui amo- claim in him. * Sure 
rem eſs ultro non 'tis an eafie oo to 
imrendat ; nolit ts- loye them chat love 
men rependere. us ; and where - God 
Aug. hath 'expreſt ſo much 
love *tis ſtrangely un- 

natural if we are not affected with tr. 
Every man i a friend to bim that giveth 
gifts, (aith the Wiſe man, Prov. 1g. 6. 
Now, what gifts hath our God given us! 
or rather, what gifts hath he not given 
us! and what perverſe violence do they 
offer nature that ſeek to confure Soomon!'s 
ſaying in this inſtance where it thould be 
moſt true } Certainly, "cis an -eafic 
thing to love infinite perfeRions, an inh- 
hite goodneſs ; one that ever did, and 
ever doth us good ; from whom we daily 
' receive favours, fo great and ſo many, that 
we can tell neither their worth nor num- 
ber. Wherefore St. 
Potes mibi dice- *Aug. ſaith, that to 
re, n# habeo quo love God is ſo natural, 
tribuam egemi, non fo eafie, ſo infinitely 
poſſum jejunare, non juſt, and ſo much our 
poſſum flere, Num- duty, that to + omit 
quid pores mibi di- it can admit of _ 
plea 


give to the poor; but canſt'thou ſay, I _ 


-/Aands, makes notthe flarw, grade, 
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lea nor pretence, and cere charitetem ha- - 

* inexcuſable,. and bere non pofſum. &'c. 
criminal in the higheſt | 

i Perhaps thol! wile ſay, I cannot. 

faſt, I cannot weep, 1 have not what to 


» 
'F 
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cannot love God ? is there any obftaclein 
thy way; doſt thou want inducements, 
or 2 heart to do it? No, doubtleſs "tis __} 
the eaſieſt thing in the world to love-him 
that” is moſt lovely, to love our greateſt 
BenefaQor, to 'love him who is infinitely 
kind aad loving to- us. Some virtues re- 
quire opportunities, and cannot be exer- _ /! 
ciſed for want of them ; but whether thou *? 
deeft ſickly or healthy, whether thy con- 
dition be high or Fad whether thy leiſure 
be much or little, "ha 

whether thy Calling Fatilis ves eft; 
be cafie or laborious, Domine Jeſu Chti- 
thou niaift love ; Love ſte ſuperamihde , 
doth not .-pinch the dile#:o rus, 2 qua 
Belly, weartes not the nulus cujuſe 


Head ake, empties aut conditions exi-. 
not the Purſe; for ftat excuſari poteſt, 

Love is neither grief &c. us 

nor Pain, 'tis eaſe to £ 

all Men, none can plead any excuſe agaioft 

it. | 


Chap. 
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* CHAP. XXL 


An Obje&ion anſwered, which might be reiſed 
againſt this Book and iss SubjeR. 


Ow here L will digreſs a licele to an- 

{wer two Objections, which poſ- 

' fibly might be made againſt what I have 
ſaid of Divine Love. The ficſt,thac I have 
ized it too much ; chat\ whereas it 
is ſupernatursl and ſhould be fpiricual, 
I have made it almoft palpable and ſenſible, 
To this I ſay, that whether we ſet our love 
upon earthly or heavenly things, upon 
God or upon the World, Qill zt is the 
fame paſhon, which refides in the ſame 
human faculty. The Will of Man, and the 
effes thereof are alike evident and real. 
He that truly loves God, hath that (ame 
hearty affeQion, as to the kind, as one 
Friend hath for another;only being joyned, 
with greater reverence and ſubmiſſion tg 
(o nazons a Majeſty, it is called Religious 
Devous. But a fincere lover of Jeſus 
will ſcek £0 pleaſe him, and to be with 
him, and to enjoy tum, and do all that 
for him, which Men would do for thoſe 
whom they love heartily; all the diffe- 
renceis, that Divine Love hath its. proper 
expreſtions, can never. be too great, and 
is 
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is in all reſpes infinitely more elcellene - 
cn ion of por nem > hn or 90m 
ifin ſome places L have repreſented thi 
plainly, and made that in fome n——_ 
to-be touched by ſenſe, which is only the: 
objeR of Faith, my defiga was thereby: 
ro move the affcQions, and tobring-down 
the notions of Religion from the head into- 
the CS fs = id a = ſubſtance 
mpgs boped fer, the evidence ' of things net 
een, Moby. It. ito We ſhould ponſder hinge 
of Faith, whether paſt or to come,- as -1f 
they had now a real fubſitence, as if they 
were preſent before our eyes ; their great- 
neſs then would be better viewed, and 
have the greater power upon us; as Moles, 
who by conſideration ſeeing bim who is jn- 
viſible, ver. 27. was thereby enabled ro 
prefer the afflitions of God's Peoplero the 
pleaſures and digaities of che Courts of 
Pharaoh. I believe it was a great advan- 
tage tothe Piety of Primitive ages, that 
they lived near the time when thoſe things. 
were adted, which we now believe at a 
greater<diſtance ; for then the Revelations 
of the New Teftament were every Chri- 
fians difcourſe and admiration ; the” pro+ 
ximity ofthe times made chem almoſt viſt+ 


ble, andthe recent footſteps of thoſe great 
en on gave them a kind of ſenſib1lley, 
whereby their thoughts aad conſiderations. 


Were- 
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were drawn and retained, and made feri- 
, ous and efficacious.” And1 believe it ma 

be a great cauſe of the degeneracy of theſe 
after Ages, that Faith is become too no- 
tional, too M-taphyfical and abſtraczd, 
a matter of diſpute and ſcience, rather than 
of pratice and conſcience ; whereas we 
ſhould veſt che great objeRs of our Faith 
with material circumſtances, to make 
them in ſome manaer the obje& of ſenſe, 
that to us-it might be ſaid, as 'S. Paul to 
the Galatians ; Before your eyes Jes Chriſt 
bath been evidently fet forth, crucified among 
you, Gal. 3.1. that, in all other inſtan- 
ces, our Faith might beto us the evidence 
of things not ſeen, When we look upon 
the things of Revelation as far diſtane from 
us, they app:ar hardly credible, and nor 
much to be regarded; but a cloſer viewiag 
of them, by a nearer and almoſt (:nfible 
conſideration would make them . appear 
great and wonderful, would make deep 
and laſting impreſſions on our minds, and 
cauſe us tocry out withgrief ard wonder ; 
Lord, what is Man: that thou- are thus 
mindful ofhim ! or rather, what is Man, 
that he is unmindfulof thee 1 However, I 
have the Warrant, and do Claim the pri- 
viledge of them that write Meditations, 
and make Contemplations palpable” and 
to be ſeen ; ro ſuppoſe Dialogues, to de- 


ſcribe ' 
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ſcribe what was paſt long ag0;-as now 1" 
doing, and'to repreſene things 2s preſent 
and viſible ; and well we may, eſpecially 
when we treat of the Love of God ſhewed 
to mankind in Jeſus; for that Love be- 
came palpable, and convert among! 
Men, and was manifeſted to ſenſe in t 
birth, theaRions, and the ſufferings. of 
our bleſſed Saviour z who by beco 
Man, ſeemed to comply wich that unju 
and yet general defire which Mc had of 


_ 


worſhiping human Creatures, and avi 
things viſible and material for the obje&t 
of cheir devotion and Religious love, 


eee TRY 
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The ſecond Objefion concerning the Love of 
Jelus, anſwered, 


He other Objefion would perhaps 

be made by them who {cruple and 

retuſe to bow at the Holy Name of Jeſus, 
and who might ſay, that I have mention - 
ed 1t to0 ofren,and too often call'd Divine 
Charity, The Love of Jeſus ; and that in 
ſo doing 1- have been cicher (uper!itious 
or injurious to God. To this 1 anſwer, 
That as our Bl-fſe4 Saviour faith, He zbat 
haterb me, bateth my Father alſo, Joh. 15. 
23» 
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2.3-lo we may ſay, that he that loveth him, 
loveth his Father alſo: for the Father, the 
Son, and the Ho!y Ghoſt are all one and 
the ſame, God bleſſed for cyer;. He that 
lovetb him that begas, laveth him l(e- that i. 
weporten, and ſo reciprocally. The Divine 
Effence [s, but one, it admvits of no diviſt- 
on; therefore whatever honour 1s paid 
ro one of the Divine .Petſons, is paid to 
all” three ;. the wer gorions Trinity is 
honoured by it. But then it muſt he cop- 
fidered, thar Jeſus, the ſecond perſon. of 
that Bieffed and glorious Trinity, is. fiot 
only God, but alſo Man, and ſo Mediator, 
berwixt God and Man ; fo that by and 
through him- we pray, we worſhip, we 
love God. This is the great, the moſt 
excellent benefit of God to his Church, 
that he pave Jeſur Chrift his Bleſſed Son tg 
be the head ofir ; who 
prays for us, and prays Qutorat pro nobir, 
10 us, and is prayed ro orat in nobis 3 & 
by Us, as S,Aug. ſaith. oratar 4 nobis. 

As God manifelted his 
Jove to Men in Jeſus fo. in Jeſus Men 
. offer the. returns of their Jove tq God : 
In this was maniſeRted. the love of God towards 
m, becauſe God ſent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live 1brough him, 
1 Joh. 4:9. and in this is manifcfted our 
love towards*God, that we FEURG AN 
q ove, 
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love;and obey thar bleſſed Son. With-this!. | 
God'is itfno wiſe offended, bur rather _infi+ 
nitely ' well pleaſed; "be that loverh me ſhall 
be- loved' of my: Faxber, faichy our” Blelted 
Saviour; Job. 14.2 11 If 4 Maw love mb: 
he will keep 'my word,” and" my Parber will: 
live him, and we will come» wns' bins, and: 
make our abode with him,ver. 23; And again: 
If any Man ſerve"me, bim will-my Father. be-' 
nour, JoN, 124-26, Nay, he expreſly tells 
his Diſciples,. that rhe Father loved themy- 
becauſe they loved him, whom the Fither 
had'ſent; The Father bimſelf lovers you be« 
ceuſe ye bave loved. me; "Joli.. r6 27: For: 
though we @we our Red: mption-to thenn«: 
fin1* mercies of God, Father, Sor--and- 
Hoſy Ghoft ; yet in @ more eſpecial man» 
ner we are engagedito the: Son, -who! per=/ 
fonal'y came down/from" Heaven, for- aw: 
Me and for- our ſatotion. - Jeſus i the ans: 
thor © and \ finifhey "of" our | Fare, he is the\ 
Fognder of our” Holy- Religion ; (ir 15 he” 
hath given us thoſe Laws and” Preceprs: 
whereby we' are to live ; it" is he from 
whom were called Chriſtians; (iis he, 
who for'us deſpiſed* the ſhame, avd endureds 
the Creſr, who hatch ſhed his Blood, . and 
given his Life s ranſom for ours ; it is he 
who by contraRting a near relation with 
us, becoming our Brother, hath cauſed us 
to be adopted Sons of God, and'hcirs Ow 
1m 
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him of an eternal kingdom. ; it is he who 
can fave them to the uttermoſt that come 
to God by” him; , it 

' Caput poſurum' in is he who1s' the Head 
celeftibus corpus ſu- of. the Church, to 
um gubernas, ſepa- whom we--muft... be 
ratum quidem viſie- - united by -Love, 'that 
ne fed annexum we may be his mem- 
Charitate. Aug. bers, and derive life 
from him; it 15 he 

who is our Lord and Maſter, and will be 
our Judge and our Rewarder, if we-be 
faichiul co him, For this. end Chriſt died” 
and roſe again, that be might be Lord both of 
the dead and living, faith St. Paul, Rom. 14+ 
9, God hath made tas [awe Jeſus, whom ze 
beve crucified, both Lord » and Chriſt, . bim 
God bub exalted with bis right hand to be a 
Prince and Saviour, ſaith St. Peter, At. 2. 
36. and x5. 31. All power is given bim in 
Heaven and Earth ; and muſt Reign ill Le 
hath put all enemies under” bis feet” Hence 
the frequent and urgent exhor:ations to fo]- 
low & imirate,tq ſerve & obey Jeſus; Hence 
thoſe parthetick words of St. Paul, The love 
of C brift. conftraineth us, 2 Cor. 5.14. And 
again, What things were gainto me I counted 
W for Chriſt ; yea doubtleſs, and Icount all 
things loſs for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Jeſus Chrift my Lord, for w 'om 1 have luffe- 
red the loſs of «/l things, and do count them but 
| aung 
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dung that I may win Chrift, Phil. 3. 7, $. 
'Tis Jeſws hath won our hearts to God; 
'Tis he hath reconciled us from a ſtate of 
Enmity. to a ſtate of Love, Beſides, that 
God was juſtly angry . for our rebellions, 
his glories are ſo bright, ſo amazing, his 
Divine. Majeſty. fo | 
high, that to love a _ Non bene conve- 
Bcing (o infinitely a- niwnt nec in uns ſede 
bove us, might have moranzur, Majeſt as 
been thought propha- &* Amor. 
neſs or preſumption z_  - | 
reſpet, not-friend{lup,, is. the affcRion of 
Subj<&y to. Princes. $17&s ®43 was 
an ordinaty Epithite for the Heathen gods, 
who were. thought to be enyious rather 
than lovingto Men; and even the Iſraelites 
were amazed and terrified at the fight of a 
heavenly . Meſſenger, crying, We (ball die, 
for we have ſeen God. 'Tis the great humi- 
liation of Jeſus, hath procured and eſta» 
bliſhed an everlaſting reconciliation and 
friendſhip berwixt God and:Man., God com-- 
mended bis love tozpards «, in that while we 
were zer ſinners Chriſt died for s, Rom. 5.8. 
and now, #bere is neither death, nor Life, nor 
Angels, nor any other creature can ſeparate us 
from the love of God which is jn Chrift Jeſus 
our Lord, Rom. 8. 39. 

Therefore tor a reward of the” great 
ſufferings and-abaſement of Jeſws,God hath 

Ng , given 


98 The Reformed Monaſtery ; Or, 


given him a ſupreme Authority over all 
che; world; Men and Angels being. made 
ſubjeft unto him; becauſe he made himſelf 
of 1no' reputation, ard 'rook-on him the form 
of a ſervant, and bumbled bimſelf, and became 
"obedient umodeath, eventhe death of t 
therefore God hath highly exa!red 
Kiven him a name which % ab 
that at the name of Jeſus -every thing 
bow, of thingy in beaver and thi hb, 
and things under the earth'; and every tongue 
Should. confeſs, that Jefus Chcift 5 the Lord, 
to the glovy of God the Farther, Phil. 2:55, 8. 
"&c. © Ourlove and obedience to Jefies de- 
rogates nothing from, but belongs roGod : 
"Tis to. the glory of Gol the Father.” God 
hath highly exalted Jeſws for ' his hutmijie- 
tion, and for the ſame-cauſe we ought alſo 
to love and exalt him as much' as poſſibly 
we can,” becauſe it was for us ;- not only 
bow ar” his name, but even kneel and kiſs 
che ground, when he- only -ſces us;- no 
fear of exceeding here, no fear of ſuperſti- 
ton; we can never {hew him too much 
Tove or reſpeRt, Pſul.'72. Al Kings Yb 
fat down before bim, all Nations ſhall -do him 
ſervice: . Prayer ſhall be 'made everwmo him, 
and daily ſhall he be yraifed. Amen. 


Chep. 
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CH.A ?. XXIIL 
That it is moſt pleaſant tnd ſafe to byvt God, 


A Third Confideration will 'be, that 
{A it is moſt pleaſant and ſafe to love 
God. Love may cauſe trouble, bur -1t 
certainly is the. ſpring or parene of all joy 
and ſatisfaRtion. He thar hath an affeHion 
to nothing, bath pleaſure in nothing ; 
conld the 1mapinary inſenfiblenefs of the 
Stoicks really ſeize 't1pon any Man, if he 
cold neyer be. miferable, he would alſo 
be uncapable of all happineſs. *Tis true 
indeed, char rhe love of worldly things, 
in that they are. vain and periſhing, is ic 
ſelf vanity and vexation ; qui multium 4mar, 
plus dolet, is certainly true of all but the 
Divine Love. He that hach many friends 
hath many ſorrows ; he that-loves many 
things hath many chiogs to fear for ; "Tis 
only God that hath thoſe infinite excellen= 
cies, which can fully repleniſh our minds 
and defires: 'Tis only God chat admirs of 
no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning ; 
and therefore *tis the love of God alone, 
that can make us eternally and entirely 
happy. lt.is reported of a perſon of great 
ſanRiry, that an evil Spirit confeſt to him, - 
that were it poſlible for ons who ow 
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God to come into Hell ; yet were it im- 
fible he ſhould be miſerable, bur that 
1t would rather fink Hell ic ſelf, and make 


it .dilappear, or elſe make ic a Paradiſe , 


for him. Though the relation may .bc 
fabulous, yet I believe the thing it ſelf is 
frue ; he that is joyned to God by love, 
and (o poſſeſt of him, who is the founcain 
of all Joy and Bliſs, ic is not pallidle he 
cah be miſerable ; Deſpair, the hell of 
the damned can never (eize his Soul. How- 
ever, I am confident. that the love of God 
would ſweeten all the bitterneſs of our 
innocent miferies, that it is only the im- 
perfetion of a Chriſtians love, that expo- 
ſeth his mind to the vexation of human 
ſorrows. Iam not (to my gricf) a com- 
netent witneſs to this truth ;, but there 
4 been many Saints and devout perſons, 
who, in the fervency of their love to God, 
have found thoſe joys, 

thoſe raviſhments of —Nibil crus ſentit 
joy which” are ineffa- in nerve, dum ani- 

le, and which made min eft in Celo. 
them, in ſome manner | 
inſenfible and incapable of any great ſor- 
row. Andeven the Icf{cr love of more 
_ imperfeR, though fincere Chriſtians, doch 
in a great meaſure take away the ſenſe of 
human calamities, and brings to their 
miads 
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minds the eſt + pr and delight 
this world is capable of, 

A mans heart 1s 
more where it loves Magis eft ubi 
than where it lives; amat, quam ubi 
He th1t loveth 4we animat ? 
in God, and God in bim, 
1 Joh. 4 16. and what greater, what 
more exceÞlent Bliſs 
ho _ 7A ob Wi C 
ire? - what » quid preit 
expreflion Toutd' one & qui T's 
find to expreſs > Chiritate, in Ay 
higheſt felicities > *70 manet, 
Crallowed God "in x0 rius ? & Dew « 
wallow n,an £0, quid jucundins ? 
Ped ite god | «Log 
whelm:d in - $41. of Divine ops 
os n+ as an atom in the 

i' trop of water in the Ocean ;-(0 be this 
dwelterh in love dwelleth in God. N 
can- betrer * repreſent choſe tranſcendene 
and delictous res 
wherewith the Soul's Exteſmn facis 4- 
inebriated and raifed mor, amateres ſus 
above it felf. This ſtazu dimover, ſus 
, was it made the holy juris eſſe non ſinit. 
Martyrs ſhout and re- Dionyſ, de. divig- 
joyce in the*midft of nom. 7 
the flames; they dwelt 


M 
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in God; no ſorrow, no harm could ap» 
proach them. Happy are they that can ſay 
with St. Paul, Our life i« hid with Chrift in 
God, Col. z. 3. and I live, yer not 1, but 
Ehrift liveth in me, Gal. 2: 20. The Love 
of God fits us for che joys of Heaven, and 
is an anticipation of them ; it powerfully 
governs the Will, and it (weetly overflows 
the Mind ; it is the perfeQion of Grace, 
and will be the conſummation of Glory ; 
bur 'tis much --afer and happier to. fee! 
than to expreſs it. How much better is thy love 
than wine, and the ſmell of thine gntment 
than all ſpices ? Cant, 4. 10, % 

One thi: g that adds much tothe worth 
and the pleaſure of Divine Love, 1s. that 
it never fails; itis ofthe nature of ics ob- 
zect, eterna!, 3s Godis; wherber there be 
prophecies, tbey ſha'l fail ; whether there be 
tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be 


.. knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away ; but Charity 


never failetb, 1 Cor. 13. 8. Faith and Hope 
may accompany us as far as Heaven gate, 
bur there rhey forſake us ; the one is turn- 
ed into fight, and the other - into enjoy- 
ment ; Love alone enrers. and abides wich 
us to eternity. Our greeceſt ſafety there- 
fore, 2s well 2s pleaiure, confifts in- loy- 
ing Gol aff-ionareiy ; for that . Love 
which never faileth ſecures our duty here, 
and our happincis hereafter, We are ſure 

| never 
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never to live,” and never to perith in fin 
if we love Jeſws fincerely ; He rhas {welleth 
in love dweleth in God ; and there neither 
fia nor miſery/ican 
come. to hur: him. Pp 
* What matters it yr eſſe, quod potos 
«then to be by nature cftci wolnare ? 
« what we my be by Chcyſoft. 
choice. and affeQion ? 

If of our ſelves we are not holy 2nd happy, 
we may be ſo by Love; the love of God 
will transform us into his nature, and 
make us partakers of his holineſs ad hap- 
pineſs. Love kills us in our ſclyes, that 
we may live 10:God ;' Occidit quod fuimius, 
ut ſims quod non eanita, Aug, lt maketh' 
ſuch a change 10 us, char weare no longer 
what we were, as to 
the  finfulneſs and _Mandato novo fa 
wretcheeneſs ' of our cit hominem novum, 
condition. The New bomines amandoDe- 
Command ment maherh um Dii efficiuntur. 
the New arr Men” Ang. 
God.- 'Love confiders and diſchargeth all- 
the duties of Religion; ict allows 'of no 
omiſfion nor tranſgreſſion; Love ## the ful- 
fuling of the Law; this is love, that we keep bis 
Gommundments, 2. Joh. 6. Itle ſanfte '&f 
jute agit, qui 'ſantam babe: dileftionem- 
b: 510% nag Aus 
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Oi Aug He is a holy 
%:\Nonfaciunt bowos Man whoſe love is 
vel. 1malgs mores, holy, for Love having 
niſi boni vel mali the rule and direRion 
@Mores:- Aug- of all Mans p:ſfhhons 
and affections, they 
become either good or bad according to 
the nature 'of what they love. Therefore 
to know whether a Man be vertuous or 
. No, we enquire net what his condition is, 
* or what arc his parts ard learoing;. but 
what he hts 10, whac che-loves;; for. 
ifhe loves the» world ard himſelf, 'hecis 
certainly: yainand!vyicious ;-but if. he loves 
God, be oy e405. "mga ofa certain» 
tf) he can never--perith. 
| tf naeyral» Love be. fo: powerful and 
2Rive os we know it-is; : how much more 
when-is 4s. {et upon God, and by him a(- 
fiſted?- FT his therefore doth greatly mani- 
feſt how ſroure and well guarded they are 
thatdove: God, in chatthair-holy love -ma- 
ſters and mortifies their unholy affeQions, 
34.24 is it that li, the pete aſt 2nd tel), 


their maſterleſs and 
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whois of an angty nature, it will "_ 
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1s Y hint angry againſt ſin, and elf 
ng 8 afinner ; if xt doth not him: bold 
on | and generous whoſe:temper inclines hin 


ns BF to-timoroufiteſs 51 it will turn his 
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ey ence;: mdke him not dare to 
JEET ESL 
re | fulwho 

or 8 turmbis- 

1s, 

ue 

or. 

1s 


<< # finiments: of vertue,:; vt 4fifiw; 
avoccalions of a greis ; Bamsr 0: wh 
| tercrewaril ; that FIR maT 
d | inmwilbeither fight and- conquer them,or 
e | elſe pur them to-2:-gooduſe,- Love is:\0- 
- | beyed-wherever:ic appears, and Divine 
Love is: eine 4 


- finien < wad 
difficulties; ſaioh, Bee Auafin ; - Itrris\ 4 
nn Che we: cy thardo Seſtd 
an are they” ve 

for: that: Love ar 1s (4 n 
makes the difference Chorit eft- - 
betwixt ſincere and mum Dei>quomulitn 
falſe--Chriſtians, .be--. eſt. excelentifs 2 |. 
twixt thoſe that. ſhall ft quod diu_ 
be/Heas of ' ſalvation \ die-iuter-fiios neg 
uo M3 and. 
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n #terni, & filios and thoſe that ſhall 
gerditimis, Aug.de go to perdition, be» 
Trin ; lib. | 15. twixe Heaven and 
Cap. 18. op . Many __ 
20 es” may - belong 
ro the "Tares whilecchey grow - inthe 
fame field with the: Whear; many*Sun- 
ſhine G_— they have, 'an& many 
drops of Dew and Rain may fall upon 
them ; | bur they are hor / rooted” and 
grounded in love, therefore they C—_— 
ed up and withered;/and:burned.” 
WE nn 
Y TECELVe ; | 
do miracles in Chriffs —_— they-»may 
excel in ſome virtues ; but rhe grice'of 
Chariry they never receive; - the ove 
8, of God never dwells 
Heb:re Baptiſ- intheir fcarrs.* Thou 
. mum & mal ce. © maiſt be baptized 
ow 4 pe 3") * (fairh.St. ogy 
. 7. in Epilt. © yerrnot ; 


ra 
Johan. | 

k " knowledge and re- 
© main-vicieus ; thous maiſt - be.called 
* a Chriſtian, and - benone; bur thou 
® canſt not love God-and be wicked ; 
* thou -canſt-not love :God; but thou 
.* muſt be holy and happy. Thus we ſee, 
Love affords the greateſt pleaſure; and 
the greateſt ſafety this world —_—_ 
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of. The love of Jeſw is a, precious: 
Jewel; precious be- 
ay gold and the Charitas ef a+ 
eſt of pearls; he or rerum quas nom 
that hath 1t, hath an miſs volentes amit- 
iffinite treaſure, and fimw.. Aug: 
it” is fo' much the _ | 
more to be valued; becauſe we may aCc- 
quieice in' its poſſeſſion ; we can never 
loſe -it except we will. We may loſe 
our riches,& we may loſe our health; we 
may Joſe our learning and our eloque! 
we may loſe our friends and our hves ;- 
but the love of God we can nevef looſe 
without our conſent;- SH | 
no time, no fortune, Verbdn beonn 
no Tyrant can ſnatch i!lud "oft, quod non 
it by force out of our pores imwitus amit- 
hearts ; as 'ris never: zee, Aug, 
given againſt our : 
will, ſo againſt our 
will it can never be Sunday, 
taken away. Charity: k16,0Y 
never failth. O Lord, who baſt. taught 
wa, that all our doings without Charity art' 
nothing werth, ſend thy 7 
Holy' Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts that. 
moſt excellent gift 4 Charity. the wery” bond 
of Peace and of all wertues, without ' which 
whoſoever liveth i counted dead befory thee ; 
grant this for thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt [ake 
Amen. - M + Chap, 
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CHAP. . XXIV. 


Thar Love on the miſt laſting joy and ſa- 
ww "Frrfation to the Seu? | 


He fourth and laſt ' Conſideration 


' 's, That the love of God. is the 
ſolid joy.an laſting ;tranquility of the 
Soul. No tormenting fear. or. | 
can harbour in a heart that loves God; 
the Motto of Love might well be that of 
_ geaery ps T FRope ge epmeane 
of the Holy Chalice, N:h7 fo trifle recepro ; 
Griefanc the love of God are. i oy i 
ble ; noſadnels Thould enter thar Breaſt 
wherein dwells Diving Love. I need not 
rreat at large of thoſe many doubts and. 
rerrors Concern! ng future happineſs, 
which grieve a | 
hearts of many Chriſfiags, ro prave that 
it is a happy thing to be free 
there are few, © ars ſo far acquainted. 


with them' as readily to afſent ro it.; at, 


will be more tro purpoſe to thew that the. 
Love" of Goa is the aft Phd? nil 
chem, the beſf Balfoin.to heal. 2 wounded 
Spirit. Some perſons from their poverty, 
bodily pans, ot other affliftions draw this 
nioft afflitive inference, that God is not 
their friend, and that therefore their con- 
dition'is dangerous and very bad, if not. 

| quit. 
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moſt diſtraft the. 


d from them ;_ 
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) Tho Loot of Jeſs. ' © rog” 


quite deſperate. : And+ this: adds: ſuch-a . * 


weigh #0 their Croſs, thar they have-no 


ftrengrh' to bear ity bur-are ready to ſink; 
whereas 'the 'Love'of God hath enabled 
thouſands'to bear 'a heavier with patience; 
with forcitade; :-and even with hacks 
Th I t ake pleaſure vg Choi - _ 
fiedffes, amy ee 'C bid 
SQ 'Paul/th 'that of Jeſus: 
that would fas fob God;' ery fuſs 
fism (God; the that wonutd- dieand becru- 
cihedFor' [ſefis will- willingly bear 'thar 
Croft which Jeſus lays upon his ſhoulders: 
Fend indeed 'ris a greater yertue, meekly, 
thankfully'xo accept of that corre- 
Rion wherewith God vilits us, -chan vo- 
je ily to infli& the- gteatett ſufferings 
our ſelves ; that proceeds from God - 
15 Ever beftifor us, © and moſt pleaſing to 
bing.” No Patient will queſtion the love 
of ' thar Phyſician who is his invimare 
friend”; for that he makes incitions, and 
applies 'exuſticks upon him, and makes 
him drink birrer portions; all this he 
takes ro be for his own good, as Procees , 
ding from hisfriends affeCtion,' afrer this 
manner, he thar loves God will receive 
xMiftions from him ; and gratefally ac< 
knowledge: with. David, 1 know 'thar- 
ner fairtfues thou haſt-cauſed me"to 
.- Knowing that ellrhings work row 
M 5 gether 
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| #ether for the. good: of, them that: love God ; 


hewill harbour no thoughts of diffidence, - 


nor queſtion. Gods loving kindneſs to 
bim ; but reſts fatisfied; that while he 
bbves God nothing tan hurt him, and that 
whatever happens-is-. certainly for his 
greater advantage: 

Bur 'ris not always-the ſtorms of Ad- 


verſiry that bring thoſe-dark. and difmal” 


Clouds on the minds of, meii; 'they come 
ſometimes in fair weathef; in the. great- 
eſt proſperity. Whence *tis in vain to 


examine'/;. betten-it- 15 to drive then 


away., for they -are . as . miſchievous. as 
black. They caſt a damp vpon Mens 
ſpirits, and freeze their hearts in fuch a 
'manner that-rhey;can receive.no ſpiritu- 
al joy ; they ſo weaken their bands and 
feer, that|they, can hardly work for God, 
or walk in, tis ways.:ſqa.thartheir condi+ 


tion i9{ad indeed,not becauſe God istheir- 


enemy,bur: becauſe they being unreaſona« 
dly - 


aid of it, are thereby hindred. from 
being' his friends. To this evil none can- 


preſcribe a better remedy than Love ; let 
fuch perſons love. God heartily, and.. all 
theſe rertars will vaniſh away, like the 
vainvimages of 'a terrible dream,. when 
ane-awaketh. . Love begers.. love,' there+ 
fare weſ{hould love God, becaule be firſt 
lboved-u«, and love begets a confidence of 
heing loved again: fo that if we love 


God,. 


. ——_—  Y* "WW as DPD 


The Love of” feſis. - rt 
God, we ſhall not long doubr but that we 


are loved by him ; and then all is well.: - 


And if at firſt our hearts do not- melt into 
devour affeQions, and are not repleniſhed 


with the ſweetneſs and- coinfort of love, - - 
ler us not be diſmayed at it, nor tos much 


ſtudy our own diſturbed thoughts 3ad ap- 
prehenfions; but lerus continue to give Gad 


demonſtrations of love, .to abſtain from- 


what he forbids, and to do that which he 
cemmands, or that-which will pleaſe him, 
though . uncowmanded ; and then either 
holy joys and extaſfes will-come,-or” it 
will be as well without them. No Man 
is afraid of his friends, nor of thoſe ' whom 
he ſerves and obligeth ; w2 cafily ſuppoſe 
that they love us whom we love, and that 
they co whom wedo good will he kind to 
us ; therefore l:t us ſhew to God all: the 
love we can,.and by words and actions 


proteſt that we ſeck to pleaſe him, and. 
our hearts will ſoon be poſſeſt with a bl {-- 
'ſed afſurance that we are dear to him, and 


that he will never be ciuel and. ſevere. to 


us. «Tis reported of a Religious Frets, 


« 'whole Soul was grieved and 

« with doubts and tears, .aad with ſadoeſs, 
** that while he was one day weeping and 
«*« praying thus. O that'1 were ſure that 1 


<« thall perſevere and never fall from God ! - 


© © chat L were ſure that God loves me, 


4*tnd. 
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*< 2nd that1 ſhall one day ſee” his bleſſed 
*© Face * How zealous then would 1 be in 
_* mortifyiag my fins, and doing my duty?! 
*how cheat fully_woul4 1 ſerve God every 
« day, and rake pleaſure in ſuffering for 
*him?> how would 1 defpiſe the worl4 
« 214d its vanities, and fix my thoughts and 
* »fte&tions on things above ! While he 
« was thus expreſfiag the ſorrows of his 
* troubled mind, he heard the whiſpers 
* of a ſecret *yoice, which told him), fac 
* quod facerts, do now what thou wouldeſt 
*YJo if thou hadſte!l thoſe affurances, with 
* this he found himſelf fo affefted and 
** refreſhed, that he took it -as an Oracle 
* from heaven, .and in obeying of it found 
* thole comforrs he begged. Better conn- 
{-1 1 cannot give thee ; fac quod fateres, do 
whae thou- wouldſt do, if they diffident 
timoroufnefs and jealoufies were confuted 
by a voice from heaven, and they will foon 
be remoyed. Let thy meek ſubmiſſion, thy 
ſincere obedience,and thy free-will Offcr- 
ings ſpeak thy love to God; and thou 
halc ſo09 find thy ſelf perſwaded that God 
laves thee dearly, and that thy condition 
"- and hrppy. Other affurance we 
are not to expect inthis world, and this 
js hot to be obtaintd #vy other way ; ſhould 
hr proceed from any thiag elſe 
thy humble and devour love to God, 
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The Love of Jeſus. © rg 
ie would-be fancy and preſymption ; where- 
as ſo, it is well I grotnted and” never can 
deceive thee. There's no fear 51 love. (faith 
DivineS. Fobn. r Ep. 4. 18.) but perfedt 
love cafterh out fear ; *cis never otherwile ; 
race and nature joyn together to make 
the eff<& infa!lible,that a HolyLove 
ever produce's Holy Peace”; if we lov 
indeed and in truth, thereby (not by new 
and fecrer revelations) we hit 
we are of the trith, and md ay cot our 
hearts. before God, 1 Joh. Love mat may 
well work confidence at iy in our 
for it injoys already what it loves; it 18 
affetueſe units, & unitive affeffia, love 
is inſ:-p'rable from its obje&t, and the el- 
ſence thereof conſiſts in their _—_ and 1 
ſome wnr 1 eey ME : as our henÞ: 
our pray'd for his ; that they Ser may be 
one, as thou Father art in me, and 1 in hee, 
that they rt rly us Joh. 17. ut, 
and char this is eff-&-d by love, he adds, 
ver.26.that the love wherewith thou bes loved 
me, mey be im them, and I in them, 
God be exalred infinicely above all things, 


in a ſphere of Glory and Ma ſo 
that the Cherubins jeſt togh 


with moths many Rat mente inte- 
wings cannot fly upto - gre Deun de/ 
ie; yet thither love profes Jam 
foars up” and” roakes quem ances. * 
God, and holds him Mag, 
as his owa; fo that every 
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** Every. one that loves God is alrcady poſleſt 
of him,and may ſay with the Spouſe, | am 
Beloved, and my Beloved is mine Cam.6.3..: 
my 3 
& We come to God by love, - amendo non 
©cmbulendd and co him 
we are united by love; 
© emore Deo conjunge- 
5 Wauy ; cone eo 
1S agreat tNing,(12a1 
+ © thatdevour __—_ 
«1t brings the Sou 
©ro God:with an holy” 
« confidence, and makes it truſt in him, 
« and cleave ſtedfaftly ro him, and rejoyce 
« in him, -znd repreſent her needs, - and - 
<« beg his mercies with fiducial and devour 
« affeQions. And'this is fo great a truth, 
that Death it ſelf with ics pazos and for-- 
rows alters nothing of it; even then in the 
la Agonies, the love of God ſweetens the 
bitter Cup, and fti]l entertains the | Soul 
with joy and holy comforts. It was the 
ſaying of $. Aug. * That becauſe the Soul. 
* hath willingly forſaken God whom ſhe 
&« ſhould love 1nfinitely, ſhe is forced there- 
« fore with grief and regret to forſake her 
* Body, Which ſhe loves too much ; and 
© that becauſe ſhe voluntarily departed- 
*from God who is her life, ſhe there- 
* fore departeth from che Body whoſe 
life ſhe is, with ſadneſs and much relu- 


% 


pc 


.The Love of Jeſus. FIS; 
Raacy. dng- de Tris. 


lth. 4. cap. 13+ Now Charitas libertatem- © 


we wy, oe that dener, timorem pel- 
when the Soul returns liz, @&'c. 8. Bern. 
to God by. love, ſhe is 
freed from this puviſhment, and reſtoced. 
to her firſt libercy, ſhe is willing to die for- 
to be wich Chriſt ; and then comes a chear-- 
ful cupio difſetui, 0 when ſhall 1 come and. 
&r. before God | Happy is he who living 
och fo manifeſt his love to@od by Hay 
and Charity, that dying he can fay with 
, Dilexi; love hath been the 
bufineſs and delight of my life, ] have daily. 
endeavoured by my actions to declare the. 
fincerity of my loye ro God ; he is doube- 
leſs of —_— that love the 
appearing of Jelus 3 e gocs out to 
meet him Ih joy and confidence, expeR- 
ing a kind reception from him, whom 
having not ſeen, jet be loved, and worſhip- 
ed and ſerved onately. Let no. Man 
that loves God, doubt 
of Gods loyeto him; 
for he that loyed us 
when we were his e- 
nemies,. ſo. as to die 
for us,will much more 
love us when we. have, & 
for him. the hearty affeRions of friends. 
Kis the joy of Heaven, the joy «w 
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. upon Earth, When we love him f: 


| 3 ſon, and every Mans life is gover 
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Jeſur ; when his", Joving” kindnel 
tak rg jon Wit oh ' hearts, iand 

'tis our greateft joy, is for vs a —_ 
and fervenely, wich all our ' Souls” = 

fefions. The Love of God bri 
peace tothe Soul, which' = rr 
hes pe nor. take MT ora 


"A py me, an{ boſe one 
4 unto'r Ton 
Plat, 119. 19 wf | | 
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CHAP. XXV. 
| The Concluſion. * 
N* who ca! refuſe ro love" God, 
n3 


ks 4 


when "tisa thing (6 jaft and reaſo- 
le, ſo pleaſant and cafie, ſo fafe and 
advantagious, ſomething of nert as 
muſt love, every Mans heart is fall o 


but conſidering who Nah done 
us, and whom. we are moft ob- 

to love; who is moſt £ oVety, znd 
will Np ward our. ove: and we 
chir God E114 

gar all TWogs Ne Troy wi 
Ire; and if we * loye our” ſelves as 
we ſhall eafily ——_ 


E 


1 + 


ans paplaſicn " po 


om from the world, . to 


Za 


ye and Hrity, "upon 


. Love, as we 
Take at det 


a kg? of EY 


RE our © tl- 
us the Noitef and the 


oo os and make our * 


z it will make us dear to, 

ro his Saines and bkfſed Angels, . 
dry oaks Brandon h peace and. comforts; 
ic wil abide with i whetr we tre Reta 
ken by the world, and all onr friends can 
do us no good; it will accompany us 
when we go from hence, and open Hea- 
vens gate, and enter in with us ; there to 
perfe& our happineſs which it here began; 
to be there our reward as it was here our 
work and our” duty. --t may now upon 
too too juſt an account uſe the words of 
St, Bernard ; What 1 
have written is not Non quodegoifta 
what I do, but what faeciam dico, fed 
I. ſhould do, what 1 quod facere velem. 
grieve that Ido not, Oc. Brr. Med. 
what I endeavour? tg* * 
do, and what I wiſh ali others might do. 
But withal I ſhall plead for my _—_ the 
advice 
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| advice of a Greek Fa- 
ther, Not to 
too ſeverely of 
A teach pa race 


org, cant and 


DT emſclves! ren 


ah; brew 


thie uſefulneſs of R's age fe may 
make ſome amends for the defets of their: 
performance, Epbeſ. 6. 24. Grece be with 
al them that love our r Lord Jeſus Cie 
in Sincerity. Amen. 
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to Themas Ellwood s Anſwer (publiſhed in 
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Some ſcafonable Refl:Rions upon "the 
_ Solern- Proceftarion- agarnit G. 
Keith's Proceedi at Turners-Hell , 
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in Amexed Verbatim By the Author of 
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